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ABOVE: Fond farewell to parish priest. 
(See page 4 for details). 
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THE DREAM IS OVER 

Defence Technical College collapses - see pages 20 and 21 


Questions are raised 
over Portheawl 
regeneration cash 


A DEAL has been 
agreed by 

Bridgend’s cabinet 
which will see the 
private landowners 
involved in the 
Portheawl regener¬ 
ation scheme 

receive 72 per cent 
of the profits from 
the sale of regenera¬ 
tion land for a new 
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Tesco supermarket. 

It was agreed at the 
last Bridgend County 
Borough Council 

(BCBC) cabinet meeting 
to split all profits after 
expenses between the 
council and the Evans 
Families, which controls 
some of the land, on a 
60-40 ratio (60 per cent 


to BCBC) 

However, The GEM 
now understands that, out 
of the £7million the 
council is to receive from 
Tesco for the site, the ini¬ 
tial split will favour the 
Evans Families. 

Out of the £7million, 
£500,000 is to be deduct¬ 
ed to cover the council’s 


Woman escapes jail 


A PENSIONER who unlaw¬ 
fully obtained benefits of more 
than £23,000 from Bridgend 
County Borough Council and 
the Department of Work and 
Pensions (DWP) has been 
jailed for eight months, sus¬ 
pended for two years at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

In addition, Wendy Flay, 60, a 
woman with no previous convictions 
and who works as a shop assistant at 
the Bridgend Designer Outlet, was 
made subject to a three month curfew 
from 10.30pm to 6am. 

Recorder Huw Rees said Flay had 
failed to declare cash capital she had. 

“Your greed had an effect on others 
who deserved to be supported by the 
state,” he said. 

Flay, of Maesteg, had pleaded 
guilty before Bridgend Magistrates to 
two offences of failing to notify a 
change of circumstances and had been 
committed to the crown court for sen¬ 
tencing. 

Prosecutor Anthony Vines said 
there had been an overpayment of 
£20,073 in income support over four 
and a half years, and of council tax 
benefit of £3,815 over five and a half 
years, making a total loss of £23,888. 

He said investigations began in 
April 2008 after information came to 
light that she had capital. 

Her father went into hospital in 


2004, where he remains and since 
2003 she has had sole access to his 
bank account. 

She claimed that she had no bank 
account or savings, but in 2004, she 
received £29,000 as part of a divorce 
settlement. 

In September of that year, said Mr 
Vines, she sold her father’s house for 
£39,000 and bought £15,000 of shares 
with it. 

Every year, he said, she had been 
sent a reminder form by the DWP con¬ 
cerning her circumstances. He said she 
also obtained various savings and 
investments and “asserted” the funds 
were only used for her father’s benefit. 

“She should never have had income 
support or council tax benefit,” said 
Mr Vines. 

“Confiscation proceedings have 
started,” he said 

Her counsel, Ruth Smith, said Flay 
had repaid £1,600 and there were other 
monies that can be recovered. 

“These matters have been hanging 
over her head since 2008, and it has 
been a great strain. 

“Her life has always been produc¬ 
tive. She has very close family ties and 
visits her sick father every day.” 

Ms Smith said she had been con¬ 
fused about what she could or could 
not declare. 

The Recorder criticised the “inordi¬ 
nate delay” in bringing the case to 
court. 

AJ SICLUNA 


costs, leaving £6.5m 
profits to be divided 
between the council and 
the Evans Families. 

It has been suggested 
that the Evans will get 
£4.7m of this and the 
council will get £ 1.8m - 
which works out at a 72- 
28 split in favour of the 
Evans, instead of the 60- 
40 split in favour of 
BCBC, which has been 
agreed for the scheme 
overall. 

However, the council 
will take all the profits 
from the second part of 
phase one, estimated by 
BCBC to be £4.5 million 
after expenses. 

If that half of the deal 
comes to fruition, the 
council would, indeed, 
hit the 60 per cent profit 
share, but as yet there is 
no timetable for this part 
of the scheme, which 
includes houses, a com¬ 
munity hub and a health 
centre. 

The District Auditor 
was called in by three 
Portheawl organisations 
to investigate the validity 
of the 60-40 deal and 
despite stating that a 
response would be forth¬ 
coming last week, the 
auditor has still not 
replied. 

A spokesman for the 
three groups - the town’s 
Civic Trust, Chamber of 
Trade and SHOUT - said 
that some matters were 
still being looked into 
and a reply had been 
delayed. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 7) 



ABOVE: Marjorie Abrahams (centre in hat) has been praised by Portheawl RNLI (See page 3). 



Discover the 
Quaker Way... 

Quaker Quest aims to help you find out 
about the Quaker way of life. We have found 
that people enquiring about us want to 
experience Quaker worship, hear why being 
a Quaker matters to us, talk to each other 
and us about it and get an idea what sort 
of people we are. So please join us at one 
of our informal evenings in November. 
For more information please contact Martin 
Plant on 01656 735577. 
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LOCAL INFOiMATION 

MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Constituency office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. 
Telephone 01656 750002. 

HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’Advice Bureau, 26 
Dunraven Place, Bridgend 01656 654951 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAEA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 
men, women and families in need 01656 785435 
SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 
MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 

Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 


t The CilaiNATitJiH 

GEHf 

SUPERB VALUE TRAVEL OFFER 


WIMBLEDON 

^ This is your chance to soak 

I up the unique atmosphere 
of the world’s premier Grand 
Slam tennis championships 
over the final weekend, as you 
wander around the outside 
courts, savouring those famous 
strawberries and cream - with 
perhaps a glass of Champagne 
or Pimms - spotting tennis 
celebrities and well known 
personalities, before taking 
your seat on famous No.1 
Court, to watch the stars of 
tomorrow and yesteryear 
compete in the finals of the 
Junior and Veterans’ events. 
Includes • Return coach travel and Wimbledon transfers 
• One night’s bed and continental breakfast accommodation at 
a three-star hotel in the London area • A full day at 
Wimbledon with a reserved seat on Number One Court • A visit 
to Windsor • The services of a Tour Manager throughout 

From £ 129.95 

Departs 2 & 3 July 2011 



FOR FURTHER INFO, TO BOOK BY CREDIT 
CARD OR REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL: 

0843 316 1166 

IIABTA CS) 

Request a brochure online at: 

www,newmarketbrochures,co*uk/glg 
Or book online at 

www«newmarket*travel/glg11410 

NEWMARKET PROMOTIONS LTD. ABTA V787X. CALLS COST 4P PER MIN. 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


SENSE AND NONSENSE 
IN TRAFFIC POLICY 


I NOTE with 
interest the two 
articles in The 
GEM dated 
October 14. One 
might think of them 
as Sense and NOT 
Sensibility, respec¬ 
tively. 

The proposal to install 
a zebra crossing on 


Newton-Nottage Road in 
Porthcawl appears to 
have been halted by 
Conn Norah Clarke turn¬ 
ing up with accurate 
observations, rather than 
relying on subjective 
opinions to contradict 
the necessity of this 
wasteful use of our 
money. 

However, looking at 


Airport drop-off 
zones explained 


F urther to 

the letter by 
Lynne Healey 
on September 16,1 
wanted to clarify a 
few of the points 
raised, and if Mrs 
Healey had contact¬ 
ed us directly we 
could have 
explained the new 
system personally. 

Since July 2010, 
Cardiff Airport intro¬ 
duced the option of the 
priority drop and go and 
priority pick up areas 
costing £1, with the 
alternative option of a 
free drop off and pick up 
area in car park 1. 

This is clearly sign¬ 
posted and drivers are 
given an opportunity to 
return to car park 1 safe¬ 
ly at the last roundabout, 
before entering the prior¬ 
ity areas. 

Secondly, the coin 
bins on the exit roads do 


accept silver coins to 
make up £1 and not just 
a £1 coin. At the exit 
barriers, there are call 
points to contact our car 
park staff - if called, the 
member of staff would 
have advised Mrs 
Healey, if she had only 
notes or cards to pull 
into the short stay car 
park safely and to use 
either the payment 
machines or customer 
service desk for pay¬ 
ment. 

This payment system, 
therefore, doesn’t require 
the driver to leave the 
vehicle unattended in the 
area directly in front of 
the terminal. 

I hope this helps to 
clarify the new system, 
and if Mrs Healey does 
have further queries I 
hope she feels she can 
contact us directly in the 
future. 

Margaret James, 
Cardiff Airport 


the story saying that traf¬ 
fic lights are to stay at 
Waterton, I believe that 
decision is not based on 
facts but on assumptions 
which do not stand up to 
more than a cursory 
examination. 

It is stated that per¬ 
sonal injury accidents 
have been reduced. 
While any reduction in 
accidents is welcome, it 
is not necessarily due to 
the installation of those 
lights. The general level 
of accidents is down¬ 
wards (4 per cent in 
2009, 7 per cent in 2008, 
4 per cent in 2007, and 5 
per cent in 2006, accord¬ 
ing to the Department of 
Transport) and is more 
likely to be because of 
improvements in the 
construction of vehicles 
to reduce injury and 
improvement in braking 
systems, particularly 
ABS. 

We can also thank the 
previous government for 
its scrappage scheme 
which removed thou¬ 
sands of older and less 
safe vehicles from our 
roads. In addition, the 
figures given in the arti¬ 
cle are only of recorded 
personal injury acci¬ 
dents. 

Although he states 
that questions have been 
raised as to why the 
lights operate outside 
peak periods, Mr 
Duddridge does not 
answer the question of 
why. He then goes on to 
give information on 
studies carried out when 


the lights were switched 
off and, later when they 
were switched back on. 

He states an average 
queue time of two min¬ 
utes with the lights and 
acknowledges the 
queues are longer. He 
does not give statistics 
for when they were 
switched off but the sim¬ 
ple statement that the 
queues were longer in 
length and duration sure¬ 
ly answers the question 
of the need for the 
lights. The surveys were 
only done at peak traffic 
times. 

What about the rest of 
the day and night when 
vehicles have to stop for 
absolutely no reason? 
The only thing traffic 
lights do to moving traf¬ 
fic is to stop it from 
moving. 

He states that contrary 
to public perception, the 
roundabout operated 
more smoothly when it 
was signalled. I can 
assure him that outside 
peak times I always have 
to stop at these lights 
whereas when they were 
not in use, I did not. 

Incidentally, if they 
are to be switched off, 
can I please have the 
£150,000 contract he 
quotes for their removal, 
and I will provide 
orange bags to go over 
the lights, as used previ¬ 
ously, until I can find the 
main power switch and 
turn them off permanent¬ 
ly- 

D N Norman, 

Porthcawl 


‘Aqua fit’ 
pools in 

AQUA FIT classes are a 
water-based alternative 
to the more traditional 
forms of exercise, and 
sessions are now avail¬ 
able at all of Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council’s swimming 
pools. 

A council spokesman 
explained: “Each class takes 
place in the water and consists 
of a motivating and structured 
aerobic session. The pro¬ 
grammes used are designed to 
increase cardiovascular capaci¬ 
ty and co-ordination, while the 


arrives at 
Bridgend 

resistance of the water helps 
participants develop muscle 
strength and tone. An instructor 
guides the class from poolside, 
ensuring people get the most 
out of their exercise experience. 

“Exercising in water has 
many benefits which include: 
reduced stress on major weight 
bearing joints and a warm envi¬ 
ronment which allows muscles 
to relax, becoming more mobile 
and less stiff. As well as the 
possible health benefits, aqua 
fit is a great opportunity to 
meet new friends.” 

Visit the website: 
www.bridgend.gov. ukAeisure 
for further details. 


Porthcawl 
charity grants 

PORTHCAWL Town Council 
has agreed to make the follow¬ 
ing donations: Bridgend 

Samaritans, £300; Porthcawl 
Christmas Morning Swim, 
£350. 


wirriH: 

^USIO^S ^ILL m 

43,000 


MP learns more 
about Women’s 
Aid initiative 



Madeleine Moon 
BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon, 
recently donated 
money earned com¬ 
pleting a survey for 
ComRes to the 
Bridgend Women’s 
Aid charity. 

Keiran Miller, manag¬ 
er, and Nerys Jones, 
finance officer of 
Bridgend Women’s Aid 
(BWA) accepted the 
cheque from Madeleine 
Moon and chatted about 
their new initiative which 
is called CAMEO. 

Mrs Moon said: “I was 
delighted to hear of their 
new venture. BWA works 


and Nerys Jones. 
hard helping women who 
have suffered domestic 
abuse and is now reach¬ 
ing out to all those 
women to join CAMEO 
and meet for coffee and 
make new friends.” 

CAMEO’S aim is that 
women who have experi¬ 
enced domestic abuse 
can share their experi¬ 
ences, support each 
other, get advice and 
information and learn 
new skills in a safe envi¬ 
ronment. 

CAMEO (Come And 
Meet EveryOne) will be 
held every Thursday 
morning at 4, Court 
Road, Bridgend, from 
10am-12noon. 


Memorial for 
young Shady 

THE PARENTS of a 14-year-old 
Porthcawl boy who drowned after being 
washed into the sea off the pier in the 
town are to be invited to meet Porthcawl 
mayor Mary Emment Lewis. 

Moves are afoot to place a memorial to Shady 
Reed, who died a year ago, at a suitable location in 
the town. 

His friends Shannon and Sophie Thomas 
approached the town council and their efforts were 
commended by town councillors. 

Coun Alana Davies suggested placing a plaque on 
a bench at the Wilderness Lake, while Coun Norah 
Clarke said that broken benches in Rest Bay were 
being replaced by new seats with a plaque on them. 

But it was decided to ask his parents to meet the 
mayor so that their wishes can be discussed. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL OCTOBER 28) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in Barry, 


the high point will be 20 - 

■ 25 minutes later. 

DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

21 Thur 

06.05 

9.1 

18.20 

9.3 

22 Fri 

06.43 

9.4 

18.57 

9.5 

23 Sat 

07.13 

9.5 

19.32 

9.6 

24 Sun 

07.46 

9.7 

20.02 

9.6 

25 Mon 

08.17 

9.6 

20.39 

9.5 

26 Tues 

08.51 

9.5 

21.14 

9.4 

27 Wed 

09.28 

9.3 

21.49 

9.1 

28 Thur 

10.09 

8.9 

22.33 

8.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide 
tablespecific to their location. 
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‘Traumatised by violence’ 


PYLE MAN IS 
JAILED FOR 
ATTACKING 
HIS SISTER 


A PYLE man who 
attacked his sister, 
terrifying her, 
before damaging 
her BMW car, has 
been jailed for 12 
months at Cardiff 
Crown Court, and 
for a further six 
weeks for the 
breach of a sus¬ 
pended sentence, 
which had been 
imposed for assault 
and criminal dam¬ 
age. 

Darryl Perkins, 22, 
admitted causing carer 
Laura Perkins actual 
bodily harm and damag¬ 
ing her car. 

Judge Stephen 

Hopkins said he had ter¬ 
rified his sister and 
caused her a serious hand 
injury, which was put in 
plaster. 

“She was traumatised 
by your violence”, said 
the judge. 

He added: “You obvi- 


byAJ 
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ously don’t think twice 
about assaulting young 
women. The victim on 
this occasion was your 
own sister, and the victim 
before had been your 
girlfriend, who you 
assaulted in her own 
home.” 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg 
said Miss Perkins’ car 
had been damaged, and 
she took her brother’s 
laptop until it was 
repaired. 

“On July 23, he burst 
into her bedroom, 
jumped on the bed, 
gripped her throat, 
pushed her downstairs 
and struck her with an 
aluminium walking 
stick.” 

Mr Trigg said when 
she picked up a knife to 
ward him off, she was 
struck with the stick on 
the arm and wrist. She 
went upstairs to get her 
car keys, and he struck 
her again. 


Soon after, said Mr 
Trigg, she got in her car 
to drive to Pyle Police 
Station, but the defendant 
also got in. She was 
wearing only a night 
dress with nothing on her 
feet. 

She described her 
brother as being out of 
control. 

He later used the 
walking stick, denting 
every panel of the car, 
and cracking the wind¬ 
screen. When arrested, 
Perkins said he had lost 
control. 

Mr Trigg said Miss 
Perkins says she is fright¬ 
ened of her brother, has 
suffered great stress and 
trauma, and was off work 
for a week, with cuts, 
grazes and bruising. 

Alex Greenwood, 
defending, said: “He 
labours under many diffi¬ 
culties, including a vari¬ 
ety of psychological dis¬ 
orders. 

“His principal difficul¬ 
ty is anger management.” 

He and his sister, he 
said, had had a volatile 
relationship and she had 
complained to the police 
in the past because she 
believed he needed help. 

“He hopes to make a 
new life away from the 
area”, said Mr 
Greenwood. 


Man is found 
dead in Brackla 

POLICE are investigating the death of a 
26-year-old male at an address in Brackla, 
in Bridgend. 


Town 

council 

joins 

protest 

by JAYNE 
ISAAC 

BRIDGEND Town 
Council has come 
out in support of the 
fight to keep a 24 
hour air-sea rescue 
helicopter service at 
RAF Chivenor. 

The council has 
backed the decision by 
Porthcawl town council¬ 
lor Sean Aspey to stage a 
protest at plans to cut the 
service to 12 hours a day. 

This protest will take 
place at 3pm on Sunday, 
October 31 at the car 
park in Rest Bay. 

Bridgend council 
leader David Unwin 
spoke in support of the 
campaign, which is 
bringing together coun¬ 
cils and residents from 
along the south Wales 
coast, and their counter¬ 
parts across the Bristol 
Channel. 

The government has 
suspended any decisions 
on the future of Chivenor 
pending the outcome of 
the defence review, so 
people are being urged to 
lobby their MPs and 
Ministers to save this 
service. 

If the 24-hour cover is 
lost, night time rescues 
will have to be carried 
out by crews from either 
RAF Culdrose in 
Cornwall or RAF Valley 
in Anglesey - both an 
extra 30 minutes flying 
time away from south 
Wales. 


A police spokeswoman said: “Officers were 
called to the address at 11.24am on Sunday, 
October 17. The death is not being treated as sus¬ 
picious. The coroner has been informed.” 

The man’s name has been reported locally as 
Alex Griffiths, formerly of Maesteg. 

Libraries plan a 
scary Halloween! 


Looking at life 
behind the burka 


SPOOKY stories and 
crafts for children 
under 11 are on offer 
in council-run 

libraries in 

Bridgend, Maesteg, 
Pyle and Pencoed to 
celebrate Halloween. 

On Wednesday, 
October 27 at 2.30pm, 
Maesteg Library is hold¬ 
ing a spooky Halloween 
crafts workshop. For fur¬ 
ther details, telephone 
Maesteg Library (01656) 
754835. 

On Thursday, October 
28 at 2.15pm, Bridgend 
Library joins in the scary 
fun with stories, games 
and puzzles. Children 
will also have the oppor¬ 
tunity to make a super 
scary mask, the scariest 
of which will win a spe¬ 
cial Halloween prize. 

In Pyle Life Centre at 
2.30pm there will be 
more spooky stories and 
crafts. For further details 
telephone Bridgend 
Library on (01656) 
754830 or Pyle Life 
Centre on (01656) 
754850. 

Pencoed Library 
(Thursday, October 28 at 


2.30pm) stages an 
‘Absolutely nothing to 
do with Halloween’ after¬ 
noon of magical story¬ 
telling and fun-filled 
crafts. For further details, 
contact Pencoed Library 
on (01656) 754840. 

Organised by 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s 
Library Service, admis¬ 
sion to all the storytelling 
and crafts events is free 
of charge. Advance 
booking is not necessary, 
except at Maesteg 
Library, where admission 
is by a free ticket which 
can be collected in 
advance from the library. 

All children are to be 
accompanied by a 
responsible adult at all 
times. 


T he October 
meeting of 
Mynydd 
Cynffig WI was 
beld at Pisgab 
Cbapel vestry, 
Kenfig Hill. 

Our speaker was Mrs 
Gwyneth Davies who 
had spent many years 
teaching in Sudan. Her 
talk entitled, ‘Behind 
The Burka’ gave us an 
insight into womens’ 
lives in a country with 
traditions so very differ¬ 
ent to ours. 

Many are very educat¬ 
ed and although restrict¬ 
ed in their daily lives, 
they have the same wor¬ 
ries about their families 
and future as women 
across the world. 

Various activities have 
taken place during the 
summer, including a 
sponsored walk by 
friends of Mynydd 
Cynffig WI. Their effort 
raised £200 for the 


Colostomy Society, 
which supports two of 
our members. The sum¬ 
mer outing to 
Carmarthen and 
Aberglasney Gardens 
was a great success and 
in August, four eager 
ladies attended an 
overnight stay at the WI 
college at Denman in 
Oxfordshire, that was 
arranged by the 
Glamorgan Federation. 

They enjoyed courses 
on ‘Dressing with Style’, 
silk scarf making and a 
cookery demonstration 
called ‘Delicious 
Desserts’ which was fol¬ 
lowed by a mouthwater¬ 
ing tasting session - 
highly recommended! 

At the time of writing, 
members are looking 
forward to hosting the 
group meeting to be held 
in October at the Talbot 
Institute, Kenfig Hill, 
when our branch will be 
celebrating its 60th 
birthday. 

New members are 
always welcome to 
attend monthly meetings 
at the Pisgah Chapel, 
Kenfig Hill, on the sec¬ 
ond Tuesday of each 
month. Please contact 
Mrs Maureen Crew on 
01656 749070. 

MARJORIE 

GOODE 


Choir seeks members 

TABERNACL Music Society cboir prac¬ 
tice takes place at tbe Tabernacl Cbapel, 
Derwen Road, Bridgend, on Tuesdays 
7pni-8.45pni. 

The mixed voice choir has a mixed repertoire of 
classical and lighter music. New members are wel¬ 
come, there is no audition! Telephone the secretary 
on 01656 654899. 

The choir is starting rehearsals for its charity 
Christmas carol concert on Sunday, December 12. 


Top fundraiser Marjorie 
is the RNLI’s favourite! 



PORTHCAWL’s lifeboat 
crew are once again offer¬ 
ing tbeir tbanks to tbeir 
fundraiser. 

Marjorie Abraham of Porthcawl 
Lifeboat Station has braved the 
wind and rain to help keep the 
lifeboats afloat. 

Every year, Marjorie and her 
friends spend the winter months 
armed with a needle and thread, 
busily making patchwork quilts. 
When the spring arrives, she sits 
outside the lifeboat station shop 
selling raffle tickets to win. 


together with other prizes, one of 
the beautiful quilts. 

Alas, this is Porthcawl and 
unfortunately the sun doesn’t 
always shine. So while the crew 
are out battling the seas, Marjorie 
also has to battle against wind and 
rain to sell her tickets. 

Marjorie also sells other items 
such as second hand books, (and 
she would welcome any dona¬ 
tions) DVDs, photographs and 
other items, and this year, she 
managed to raise a staggering 
£6,000-plus single-handed. 


Recently, the crew and helpers 
applauded Marjorie’s efforts and 
helped her draw the lucky winners 
out of the bag. 

Phil Mis sen, lifeboat operations 
manager at Porthcawl, said: “If it 
wasn’t for people like Marjorie, 
our lifeboats would not be able to 
do the job they do. 

“It’s not only the crew that are 
volunteers, but there is a vast team 
of dedicated people that go to 
huge lengths to bring in funds for 
the RNLI to keep our boats 
afloat.” 


North Cornelly terror as 
couple are fire-bombed 


byAJ SICLUNA 


THE borne of a 
North Cornelly cou¬ 
ple was fire-bombed 
in a revenge attack 
by a young man, it 
was stated at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Beau Dykes (18) of 
Pyle, was sent to a young 
offender institution for 
four and a half years after 
pleading guilty to a 
charge of arson, being 
reckless as to whether 
life would be endan¬ 
gered. 

Judge Stephen Hopkin 
said: “Your behaviour 
was that of revenge. It 
must be said that it has 
had a profound effect on 
the couple. 


“It is difficult to imag¬ 
ine a more wicked piece 
of behaviour, which 
could have had cata¬ 
strophic results.” 

Prosecutor Nuhu 
Gobir said that David 
Thomas and his wife 
lived in a mid-terrace, 
two-storey house in 
North Cornelly. 

On Thursday, 

November 5 of last year. 
Bonfire Night, they were 
watching television at 
about 10pm when Mr 
Thomas became aware of 
something coming into 
the back yard, passing his 
window. 

“There was a bang and 
the sound of smashing 


glass. He opened the 
back door and saw that it 
was on fire. The whole 
door was engulfed in 
flames. 

“He ran through the 
flames and saw Dykes 
running away. He had 
known him for 10 years, 
and there were two oth¬ 
ers with him.” 

Mr Gobir said that he 
called the emergency 
services but fortunately, 
he and his wife were able 
to douse the flames. 

A police scenes of 
crime officer said he 
believed that two petrol 
bombs had been thrown 
at the door. 

One hour later. Dykes 
was arrested and said: 
“I’ve been in Porthcawl 
ah night, and I’ve got 
witnesses”. 


The court was told that 
he later said that he knew 
Mr Thomas and claimed 
he had got him into trou¬ 
ble on “two or three 
occasions”. 

He again denied going 
near the house and 
claimed Mr Thomas was 
lying. 

But, said Mr Gobir, a 
14-year-old friend of the 
defendant said he had 
heard him discussing 
petrol bombing the 
house. 

A second person who 
was alleged to have been 
involved had the case 
dropped against him by 
the prosecution, said Mr 
Gobir. 

Owen Williams, 
defending, said: “He 
knows the inevitable sen¬ 
tence is detention. His 
thinking at the time had 
been distorted.” 


CHUGGERS IN 
TOWN CENTRE 


Welsh language 
nursery opens 


THE activities of 
‘chuggers’ - aggres¬ 
sive charity collec¬ 
tors - in Bridgend 
town centre have 
been drawn to the 
attention of 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) by 

Bridgend Town 
Council. 

Councillors were con¬ 
cerned about some of the 
collectors who can have 
a negative impact on the 
town centre. 

In a reply, Glyn 
Jenkins, acting group 
manager for highways at 
BCBC, said that the 
council was unable to 
control these individuals 
under highways legisla¬ 
tion. 

He said that in recent 
years, towns and cities 
across the UK had seen 
an increase in can¬ 


vassers, market 

researchers and these 
direct debit charity col¬ 
lectors on their high 
streets. 

He said that Bridgend 
town centre had been 
subject to these activities 
and on some days, there 
have been as many as 
nine individuals from 
different organisations in 
Adare Street approach¬ 
ing shoppers for busi¬ 
ness. 

He went on: “This is 
unacceptable and creates 
a negative and uncom¬ 
fortable environment for 
shoppers.” 

However, he said that 
there was no policy 
framework in force to 
manage and co-ordinate 
the activities of these 
organisations and indi¬ 
viduals who use the 
highway, so they remain 
uncontrolled and unreg¬ 
ulated. 

JAYNE ISAAC 


CHILDCARE 
through the medi¬ 
um of Welsh is now 
available in Caerau 
as part of the Flying 
Start programme. 

Flying Start is a Welsh 
Assembly Government 
initiative to make a dif¬ 
ference to the life 
chances of children 
under four. It aims to 
support children’s devel¬ 
opment, health and well 
being by working with 
parents and other profes¬ 
sionals in a supportive 
partnership. 

It’s the first time 
Flying Start has been 
able to offer Welsh- 
medium childcare local¬ 
ly, and limited places are 
now available at the 
nursery which is based 
in Lon y Parc, Caerau. 


Coun Alana Davies, 
BCBC cabinet member 
for children and young 
people said: “Flying 
Start offers tremendous 
support to local families 
and I’m pleased that this 
new project is being 
offered in Caerau. 

“This council is com¬ 
mitted to the Welsh lan¬ 
guage and its develop¬ 
ment and we support any 
initiative which allows 
children the opportunity 
to learn and develop 
through the medium of 
Welsh. Da iawn Flying 
Start!” 

Parents can find out 
more information about 
the Welsh-medium child¬ 
care in Caerau by con¬ 
tacting Tina Haddon 
(Team Manager) 

07974191255. 
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CORNELLY PENSIONERS OFFER THEIR BEST 
WISHES TO THE DEPARTING REVEREND REES! 



Photograph by Phil Davies at 
www.scenicgalleryphotographerwales.co.uk 


COUN Megan 
Butcher and Conn 
Diane Spanswick, 
the chair of 
Cornelly 
Community 
Council, attended 
the monthly meet¬ 
ing of the Cornelly 
Pensioners, where a 
presentation was 
made to Rev Ian 
Rees and his wife 
Helen. 

They were presented 
with paintings and a bas¬ 
ket of fruit by the pen¬ 
sioners group, and with 
flowers from the 
Community Council. 

The paintings were 
presented by Coun 
Butcher, flowers by 
Coun Spanswick, and 
fruit by Mrs Marion 
Hyde, Secretary of the 
Cornelly Pensioners . 

Rev Rees and his wife 
Helen take up a new 


post in Llandrindod 
Wells and they will be 
greatly missed in the 
parish. 

A pensioners group 
spokeswoman said: “Rev 
Rees has been chair of 
governors at Afon-y- 
Felin school and his con¬ 
tribution to the running 
of the school will be 
greatly missed. 

“Everyone has been 
touched with the kind¬ 
ness and generosity of 
Rev Rees and Helen, 
and their loss will be 
greatly felt within the 
community. They are 
wished the very best of 
luck for the future, and 
will be a hard partner¬ 
ship to follow in 
Cornelly.” 

The presentation 
was supported by the 
local Cornelly school, 
who sang a variety of 
songs that was greatly 
appreciated by all 
attending the meeting. 


Exceptional Bridgend carer Elizabeth 
is nominated for Welsh forum’s award 


WHEN a Bridgend 
nurse attends an 
awards ceremony 
next month her 
companion will 
have a special rea¬ 
son to be proud 
and pleased. 

Elizabeth Cooke 
will be accompanied by 
the mother of a young 
woman to whom she 
has become a special 
friend and aide. 

Elizabeth has been 
shortlisted for one of 
this year’s Wales Care 
Awards organised by 
Care Eorum Wales to 
highlight good practice 
in the caring profession. 

She is one of three 
shortlisted finalists in 


the category for ‘pro¬ 
moting fulfilled lives’, 
which is sponsored by 
Boots Care Service. 

The glittering awards 
ceremony will take 
place at Cardiff City 
Hall on October 29. 

Elizabeth, 32, started 
work in the care sector 
after leaving school 15 
years ago and for the 
past 11 years has 
worked for April 
Complete Care 
Solutions Ltd, based in 
Bridgend. 

Eor just over a year 
she has cared full-time 
for a young local 
woman with severe 
complex needs - and it 
is her work with the 
client which prompted 


Bridgend Quiz League Report 

- and weekly GEM brainteasers 


ON Monday, 
October 11, there 
were no big sur¬ 
prises, just one or 
two that raised eye¬ 
brows. 

The highest score was 
by newly-promoted 
Llangewydd Arms. They 
had a 54-33 victory 
against Coychurch 
Wanderers (who used to 
be Prince of Wales ‘B’, 
before that pub’s clo¬ 
sure). 

Llangewydd Arms 


themselves are not quite 
the original team. They 
have lost two members 
of their squad but have 
acquired two priceless 
players: John Davies and 
Dai Clark, a former 
BBC Mastermind. 

Royal Oak Nomads 
were arguably weakened 
by holiday arrangements 
but still managed a 
53-33 win at Laleston 
Inn ‘A. The home team 
had a three-point lead 
after the written section, 
but followed this up with 


Chip shop for Betws 

PLANNING permission has been granted 
for an empty shop in the same building as 
Betws Post Office to be turned into a fish 
and chip shop. 

The application, from Mr Kabal Taak, was for a 
change of use to a hot food shop at Woodland Close. 
The empty shop is on the main road running through 
the village. 

Objections were lodged by a number of residents, 
including a petition signed by more than 20 people, 
submitted by Haci Ali Endogan of Antalya Kebab 
shop. 

The shop will have to close by midnight and other 
conditions have been laid down by Bridgend plan¬ 
ners regarding smells and potential litter problems. 


a poor individual round 
and the visitors never 
looked back. 

Llynfi Arms got their 
first win of the season at 
Tondu Railway Club by 
46 points to 38 and the 
Mackworth Arms had a 
48-38 success away to 
Ty Risha Royals. 

A score rather than 
the actual result that 
raised eyebrows was 
Maesteg Catholic Club 
36, Oldcastle ‘A’ 47. 
Beforehand, it looked a 
possible draw but 
Maesteg appeared below 
their best. 

In Division Two, Six 
Bells (ex Prince of 
Wales ‘A’) are the only 
team on 100 per cent. 
This week they beat 
Heol-y-Cyw REC 
45-35. 

Both Pheasant teams 
won. The Poachers beat 
Llangeinor AEC 47^3 
and the Gamekeepers 
won 46-38 at Pyle RPC. 

Two teams have yet to 
win. Cabo Roche lost at 
home to Oddfellows 
Arms by 46-43 and 
Oldcastle ‘B’ were beat¬ 


en at home by Laleston 
Inn ‘B’49-39. 

Here are your four 
specials: 

1. On leaving 
Southampton on her 
maiden voyage on April 
10, 1912, which was the 
first port where the 
Titanic stopped to pick 
up more passengers? 

2. Which wild flower 
takes its name from the 
French for ‘Lion’s tooth’ 
because its pointed 
leaves resemble them? 

3. Which back row 
forward with a double- 
barrelled forename was 
captain of France in 34 
of his 59 internationals? 

4. The Doors reached 
No. 1 in the US singles 
charts in 1967 with 
which record? 

A Rudge, Hon Sec, 
W A Newman Glass 
Quiz League. 



ABOVE: 
Elizabeth Cooke. 
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her manager Wendy 
Duckworth to nominate 
her for the award. 

The mother of the 
girl had previously 
cared for her full-time 
and was understandably 
worried about letting 
someone else take over 
responsibility. 

“Within a short time 
of Elizabeth caring for 
her daughter, the mother 


felt comfortable and 
content that she was 
able to provide the lov¬ 
ing care that she had 
given her daughter for 
the past 17 years,” said 
Wendy. 

Elizabeth, she contin¬ 
ued, always had the best 
interests of her client 
and the client’s family 
at heart and worked 
closely with GPs and 
other professionals to 
ensure the best possible 
care. 

Wendy added: “Her 
commitment, dedication 
and loyalty has 
improved the quality of 
life for this client 
immensely.” 

Even though her own 
two sons are still at 
school she does not take 
time off during school 
holidays because her 
client’s mother also 
works in a school and it 
enables the mother to 


Books, coffee and 
fun runs - Lions’ 
forthcoming attractions 

WITH the Cardiff half marathon still 
fresh in people’s minds, Porthcawl Lions 
Club is urging runners to keep in train¬ 
ing for their annual Boxing Day fun run. 

Ralph Anslow, the president of Porthcawl Lions 
Club, said: “Turn those Boxing Day blues into a fit¬ 
ness run with the 38-furlong Porthcawl Lions 
Boxing Day run. 

“Starting at the Hi-Tide, the race is open to all, 
and there is always the chance of claiming the 
world record for this rarely-run distance.” 

Runners can register through the web site, 
www.Porthcawllions.co.uk or by telephoning Rhys 
on 01656 772369. 

BOOK SALE 

The Porthcawl Lions are having another book 
sale at The Rest Hotel this Saturday, October 23, 
and Sunday October 24. Doors open at 10am, and 
admission is free. 

On Priday, October 29, at the Atlantic Hotel, the 
Lions are hosting a ‘Pink day’ coffee morning in 
aid of Breast Cancer Care Cymru. Admission is £3 
and can be paid at the door or by contacting Carole 
on 01656 788921 or Sonia on 01656 772374. 

In addition to good coffee, there will be stalls, 
cakes, and displays there for those attending. 
“Please wear something pink, ’ said Lion member 
Carole Roberts. 


have time to herself. 

She explained: “My 
sons are very under¬ 
standing about the 
importance of my role 
with my client.” 

At weekends, howev¬ 
er, Elizabeth enjoys 
walking and geomap¬ 
ping with her boys in 
the nearby countryside. 

She said she gained 
great satisfaction from 
knowing that she under¬ 
stands her client’s needs 
and that she has the 
mother’s confidence. 

“That is why I am 
taking the mother along 
with me to the awards 


ceremony because her 
life is so busy and it’s 
nice to be able to 
reward her as well,” she 
said. 

Mario Kreft, hon¬ 
orary chief executive of 
Care Eorum Wales, 
said: “The Wales Care 
Awards is now firmly 
established as one of the 
highlights in the Welsh 
social care calendar. 

“The dedication, pro¬ 
fessionalism and quality 
of the workforce within 
the care sector is, I am 
pleased to say, increas¬ 
ing and improving year 
on year.” 


Reaching the parts 
other Bobbies don’t 

PORTHCAWL’S 
neighbourhood 
policing team has 
been using pedal- 
power to help tack¬ 
le crime and anti¬ 
social behaviour. 

Pour new bikes are 
enabling the PCs and 
PCSOs to cover their 
areas more efficiently 
and effectively than on 
foot, ensuring quicker 
response times when 
tackling community 
issues. 

The bikes also help 
them reach far-flung 
areas of their policing 
patch that would nor¬ 
mally only be accessible 
by police car, or a long 
walk off road to the 
hard-to-reach spots such 
as Kenfig Nature 
Reserve. 

“While we are out on 
patrol on the bikes we 
have been stopped many 
times by members of the 
public who are interest¬ 


ed in what we are up 
to,” said Sgt Mike 
Davies. 

“These conversations 
are continuing to reveal 
some excellent intelli¬ 
gence that has led to 
anti-social behaviour 
issues being resolved 
and crimes being pre¬ 
vented or detected. 

“The bikes are a great 
tool for us to use and we 
urge anyone who spots 
us to come up and have 
a chat and let us know 
what issues are concern¬ 
ing them - if you don’t 
let us know where the 
problems are we can’t 
try and fix them!” 

The funding for the 
four bikes has been pro¬ 
vided by the Porthcawl 
Town Council and they 
were supplied by 
Carconomy in 
Porthcawl. They are 
being used extensively 
around the area, includ¬ 
ing Sker and the Kenfig 
Nature Reserve. 


Would your businessbe boosted by 
being seen in more than 43,000 news¬ 
papers, from Penarth to Porthcawl 
AND online? Email The GEM 
at gemsales@ internet-today.co. uk 
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More than 80 
people help pick 
up the litter as... 

Colwinston 
pupils ‘roll 
up sleeves’ to 
tidy village 

ON Friday, September 24, St David’s chil¬ 
dren from year-1 and year-6 rolled up 
their sleeves and tackled Colwinston’s lit¬ 
ter as part of Keep Wales Tidy Week. 

Parents and helpers turned out to support the 
cause and every last piece of litter was collected and 
recycled where possible. 

More than 80 people took part altogether, and 
Miss Lewis, the eco schools co-ordinator said: “It 
was great to see so many people getting involved in 
the project ,and showed residents how much we care 
for our village. I look forward to getting even more 
people involved in future eco events.” 



CASES HEARD AT THE 
CARDIFF CROWN COURT 


Woman (74) is 
attacked by her 
neighbour (35) 


AN ELDERLY, 
infirm 74-year-old 
woman was 

attacked in her own 
home by a neigh¬ 
bour who com¬ 
plained that her tel¬ 
evision was too 
loud, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

Mary Stevens was 
taken by the throat and 
pushed against a wall. 
She fell, was unable to 
get up, and suffered 
severe bruising to her 


I by AJ I 

I SICLUNA I 

hip, said prosecutor 
Byron Broadstock. 

Karen Williams, 35, 
of Ogmore Vale, was 
sentenced to 20 weeks 
imprisonment, suspend¬ 
ed for two years, and 
made subject to a two- 
year supervision order 
after being found guilty 
last month of causing 
Mrs Stevens actual bodi¬ 
ly harm. 

She was also forced to 
carry out 200 hours 
unpaid work, to pay her 


victim £250 compensa¬ 
tion, and pay £250 costs. 

Judge William 

Gaskell said he had 
decided to suspend the 
sentence because of 
Williams’ emotional dis¬ 
tress, and because there 
may have been some 
element of provocation 
which Williams was 
likely to have been mis¬ 
taken about. 

The judge said that 
the victim was an infirm, 
vulnerable person, twice 
the age of the defendant, 
who was fitter and larg¬ 
er. 

The verdict of the 
jury, he said, was “on 
very clear evidence” and 
rejected her account that 
she didn’t carry out the 
attack. 

“You have your own 
personal difficulties and 
you acted without 
thought. You have intel¬ 
lectual limitations, and 
you had suffered a recent 
bereavement,” said the 
judge. 

Last year, he said, she 
was convicted of assault 
and made subject to a 
community order. 

Jonathan Rees 

defending, said that it 
was clear from the evi¬ 
dence that Williams had 
difficulty with decision¬ 
making processes. 

“She also has learning 
difficulties which impact 
upon her behaviour, and 
she acts impulsively 
without any thought.” 

“That’s what hap¬ 
pened on the night in 
question. There was no 
pre-meditation, the 
injuries were not intend¬ 
ed, and it all took place 
very quickly,” he said. 

The court heard that 
the victim suffered from 
a thyroid condition, 
osteo-arthritis, deafness 
and an eye problem. 


Drug dealer 
gets suspended 
prison sentence 

A small scale drug dealer has been jailed 
for eight months, the sentence suspended 
for two years, in order to enable him to 
carry out 120 hours unpaid work. 

Michael Hosking (20), who has no previous con¬ 
victions, was told by judge Stephen Hopkins, “I have 
come close to, but I am not going to send you to 
prison.” 

Hosking of Kenfig Hill, pleaded guilty at Cardiff 
Crown Court to possessing cannabis with intent to 
supply. 

Prosecutor Stephen Harmes, said that at about 
10.15pm on April 3, police were called by a member 
of the public who saw “suspicious behaviour” in a 
lane near Bridgend. 

Officers saw a Ford Fiesta with the windows 
steamed up and there was a strong smell of skunk 
cannabis. 

Hosking was the driver, and he produced a small 
amount of herbal cannabis. 

In a bag was a further amount of cannabis, plus a 
number of polythene bags. 

He was arrested and admitted he had intended to 
supply the cannabis, which he had bought the day 
before for £150 and for which he had yet to pay. 

He emphasised, said Mr Harmes, that he had sup¬ 
plied only to friends who were cannabis users. 

His counsel, Meirion Davies said: “He has 
stopped his own use of cannabis and the strong like¬ 
lihood is that you will never see him again”. 

AJ SICLUNA 


Local MEGASAVE store helps to 
raise money for mayor’s charities 



A LOCAL grocery 
store has donated 
£1,000 to three local 
charities, all nomi¬ 
nated by last year’s 
borough mayor. 

The cheque presenta¬ 
tion was made by Mrs 
Sophie Khaliq, of the 
Megasave Store, Heol 
Llan, North Cornelly. 

The cheque for 
£1,000, presented to the 
immediate past Mayor of 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council, Coun 
Jeff Tildesley, will be 
divided between his 
three nominated mayoral 
charities. 

These are: Yellow 
Wales, a charity for 
homeless young unem¬ 
ployed in Bridgend; the 
Bridgend and District 
Stroke Club; and 
GLAZE, the prostate 
cancer charity, based at 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

Coun Tildesley said: “The £1,000 came from a 
scheme operated by NISA, called ‘Make a 
Difference to your Community’. 

“One penny is deducted from certain grocery 
items sold in the shop, and when it reaches £1,000, 
shop owners are asked to nominate a local good 
cause, and Megasave chose my three charities.” 


NOTTAGE WI NEWS 


Harvest supper 
is well received 


T he monthly 
meeting of 
the Nottage 
WI was held on 
Thursday, October 
7, in the Unitarian 
Church Hall. 

The president wel¬ 
comed the members 
and the minutes of the 
last meeting were read 
and agreed. 

Everyone enjoyed 
the Harvest Supper 
which was prepared by 
members. Afterwards, 
Mrs Eira Jones quoted 
some sayings from ‘A 
Guide to Senior 
Moments’ which high¬ 
lighted the joys of 
growing older, followed 
by some social time. 

In September, there 


was a birthday party for 
our oldest member, Mrs 
Dot Candlin, which 
was well supported and 
enjoyed by all. 

On November 11, 14 
members are looking 
forward to the trip to 
the Old Tyme Music 
Hall at the Princess 
Royal Theatre in Port 
Talbot. Then, on 
November 17, we have 
our birthday meal at 
The Grove. 

The next meeting, on 
Thursday, November 4, 
at 7pm in the Unitarian 
Church Hall, will be the 
AGM. Anyone wishing 
to join us will be very 
welcome. 

ANN VIPOND 


Pictured in the photograph are: 

Mr Mohammed Khaliq, son Suhail 
Khaliq, wife Mrs Sophie Khaliq, HSBC 
bank manager, James Brennan, the 
Mayor’s charity secretary, Mrs Mari 
Major, and Coun Tildesley. 


Read The GEM 
online at: brid- 
gend-today.co.uk 
or porthcawl- 
today.co.uk 
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Volunteers meet at 
St Athan to launch the 
2010 Poppy Appeal 



Photographed left to right: RAF Veteran, Mike Walker, Current 
Serviceman, Sgt David Corr and ATC Staff Cadet, Warrant Officer 
Michael Groom. 


THE South Wales 
Poppy Appeal has 
launched its Poppy 
volunteer recruit¬ 
ment campaign in a 
push to gain new 
volunteers and all 
those who would 
like to sign up are 
urged to step for¬ 
ward today! 

RAF Sergeant David 
Corr, invited Cadet 
Warrant Officer Michael 
Green and RAF Veteran 
Michael Walker to MoD 
St Athan to talk about the 
South Wales Poppy 
Appeal, and about how 
The Royal British Legion 
has touched their lives. 

David Corr, aged 45, 
of Brynna is in his 24th 
year of service and has 
volunteered as RAF St 
Athan’s Poppy Appeal 
organiser for the last 
three years. David said: 
“Volunteering for the 
Poppy Appeal is a great 
way to show your sup¬ 
port to the British Armed 
Forces. 

“This year alone the 
Legion will spend more 
than £72 million provid¬ 
ing assistance to more 
than 160,000 serving and 
ex-serving Armed Forces 
personnel and their fami¬ 
lies, but we need you to 
help us raise the money 
we need to make this 
work happen!” 

Michael Green aged 
19, from 2300 St Athan 
Squadron Air Training 
Corps, has assisted with 
the Poppy Appeal for 
many years. 

He explained: “We all 
buy a poppy during 


Remembrance time, so 
why not spare a few 
hours to collect for the 
Poppy Appeal? 

“I enjoy being part of 
a much-loved British tra¬ 
dition! It’s fun and 
worthwhile, it leaves me 
feeling that I truly have 
made a difference to 
someone’s life - what’s 
better than that?” 

Michael’s father 
served in the RAF as an 
aeronautical engineer, 
retiring after 30 years at 
the rank of Chief 
Technician so The Royal 
British Legion has a per¬ 
sonal relevance to 
Michael’s family. 

Mike Walker of 
Llantwit Major received 
assistance for his family 
last year, after going 
through a difficult period 
in his life. Mike said: “I 
know only too well how 
valuable new volunteers 
are to The Poppy Appeal. 
If it wasn’t for the gener¬ 
ous people of south 
Wales donating their time 


to assist in fundraising, 
the Legion wouldn’t 
have been able to offer 
me the support it did.” 

Mike continued: “I 
took part in the Cardiff 
Poppy Fun Run this sum¬ 
mer to raise funds for the 
Appeal. My twin brother 
Keith, who served in the 
Marines, myself and my 
oldest daughter Holly, 
are currently assisting the 
Poppy volunteer recruit¬ 
ment campaign by coor¬ 
dinating new volunteers 
who come forward this 
year and placing them in 
a role which suits them. 

“We get a wide range 
of volunteers, some can 
only do weekends, others 
can do a one-off two hour 
slot while others can 
assist on a more regular 
and flexible basis. We 
welcome everyone!” 

In south Wales, there 
are more than 180 volun¬ 
teer Poppy Appeal organ¬ 
isers dotted about and 
they have many collec¬ 
tors who support them 


each October and 
November during the 
appeal. Those that come 
forward will be put in 
touch with their local 
volunteer organiser. 

The 2010 Poppy 
Appeal fundraising target 
is £36 million - £2 mil¬ 
lion more than last year’s 
record-setting amount of 
£34 million. The appeal 
funds the welfare servic¬ 
es that The Royal British 
Legion provide to the 
British Armed Forces, 
past and present and their 
family members and car¬ 
ers. The Legion spends 
more than £1.4 million a 
week on delivering its 
welfare work. 

Those interested in 
volunteering for the 
Poppy Appeal are urged 
to telephone 02920 
230216, email swpop- 
pyappeal@britishle- 
gion.org.uk, or join ‘The 
South Wales Poppy 
Appeal’ Facebook group 
and leave a message. 


Who wants to build what and 
where in the county borough 


Co-operative Group Ltd - 
Somerfield Stores, Lias Road, 
Porthcawl - externally illuminat¬ 
ed fascia sign and internally illu¬ 
minated projection sign. 

Owner and/or Occupier - 23 
Ysbryd y Coed, Pen-y-Fai, 
Bridgend - remove branches of 
trees. 

Owner and/or Occupier - 9 
Tremains Court, Brackla, 
Bridgend - remove overhanging 
branches and fell one tree. 

Mr P Rees - Rowan House, 
Angelton Lane, Pen-y-Fai, 
Bridgend - reduce height and 
reduce branches over highway. 
Mrs J Jowett - land adjacent 14 
Cwrt y Coed, Brackla, 
Bridgend - 6m crown reduction 
to ash tree and 25 per cent crown 
reduction to oak tree. 

Mr Heggerty - la Merthyrmawr 
Road, Bridgend - fell ash tree. 
Llangeinor Community Gardens 
and 33 Heol Pandy, Llangeinor, 
Bridgend - former swimming 
pool, Llangeinor Fields, 
Llangeinor, Bridgend - change 
use to community growing space 
including fencing and gates, 
access tracks, two polytunnels, 
two metal containers. 

Glamorgan Muslim Community - 
39 Dunraven Street, 
Aberkenfig, Bridgend - replace 
concrete steps with a ramp. 

Mr David Gully - Cwrt y Folan, 
Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend - retention 
of fence panels and shed and tem¬ 
porary retention of timber fence 
to allow growth of hedge. 

Mr D Hill - 20 Hutchwns Close, 
Porthcawl - new hipped roof 


structure over existing rear exten¬ 
sion (currently covered in a flat 
roof). 

Mr and Mrs Hatt - 52 Brynawel, 
Bettws, Bridgend - single storey 
extension for shower room, WC 
and bedroom and hardstanding 
(for disabled person). 

Mrs Frances Lee - 18 Heol 
Maendy, Sarn, Bridgend - hard- 
standing and ramped access for 
disabled person. 

Mr D Rayner - 31 St Cynwyd’s 
Avenue, Maesteg - remove exist¬ 
ing steps to front and replace with 
new access for disabled person. 
Mr L Everett - 19 George Street, 
Maesteg - remove existing steps 
to front garden and replace with 
new step for easy access for dis¬ 
abled occupant. 

Mr S Williams - 2 Coed Parc 
Court, Bridgend - small porch 
extension to front of property. 
Miss J Miller - land adjacent 
Delfryn, Mawdlam, Bridgend - 
extend time period to submit 
reserved matters for application 
P/07/1251/OUT for further three 
years. 

Neath Port Talbot CBC - 
Mynydd y Gelli Wind Farm - 
OBS request for scoping opinion. 
Mr A Jenkins - rear garden 58 
Newton Nottage Road, 
Porthcawl - reserved matters 
application for new two bedroom 
house. 

Mr H Davies - 101 Bridgend 
Road, Maesteg - two storey 
extensions to rear elevation and 
detached garage to garden. 
Gaynor Thomas - YGG 
Llangynwyd School, Bridgend 


road, Maesteg - new emergency 
exit from ground and first floor 
cut two emergency exit doors and 
new emergency exit stair. 
Telefonica 02 UK - 02 telecom¬ 
munications cell site verge of 
Bryntirion Hill, Bryntirion - 
replace existing 12.5m mast with 
15m mast with additional ground- 
based cabinet. 

Mr B Arnesen - Graigwen, 
Hendre Road, Pencoed - exten¬ 
sion for therapeutic indoor pool, 
alter roof to provide bedroom and 
improvements. 

Telefonica 02 UK - 02 telecom- 
munitions cell site 07002 verge 
of Cefn Glas (near junction 
with St Winifred’s Road), Cefn 
Glas - replace existing 12.5m 
column and antennae with 15m 
telegraph pole with ground-based 
cabinet. 

Persimmon Homes East Wales 
Ltd - land at Parc Derwen site 
R5/R25 Coity, Bridgend - 

approval of 

access/appearance/landscaping/la 
yout and scale for 111 dwellings 
including garages/c/port and 
enclosure. 

Mr P Williams - 12 Nottage 
Mead, Porthcawl - dormer 
extension and porch. 

Mr M Healey - 44 Ger y Lyn, 
Porthcawl - proposed double 
storey rear extension - resub of 
refusal 09/668. 

Mr C Watkins - 59 Danygraig 
Avenue, Porthcawl - roof exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr Ray Nash - 76 Glan-y-Nant, 
Tondu, Bridgend - conversion 
of existing garage to study. 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Cancer 

Research 

^Vales 

CANTORION Coity, a 
mixed voice choir, is 
holding an ‘Evening of 
Music’ at Gilead 
Chapel, Coity, on 
Saturday, November 
20 at 7pm. 

The concert is being 
held in memory of 
Chris Sanders, a 
founder member and 
treasurer of the choir, 
who recently passed 
away. All proceeds 
raised from the concert 
will be donated to the 
above charity, for which 
Chris worked tirelessly. 

Tickets are £3 each 
and can be obtained 
from Gary/Joan or Sue 
on 01656 

737972/650391 721856. 

The conductor for the 
evening will be the 
choir’s musical director, 
Eira Paskin, who is also 
the musical director of 
the renowned Ogmore 
Valley male voice choir. 

The accompanist is 
Chris Goldsworthy, and 
there will be two 
soloists, soprano Catrin 
Eleri Jenkin, a competi¬ 
tor in the Welsh National 
Eisteddfod at St David’s, 
where she took second 
place. 

The other is the young 
singer, from Maesteg, 
Rhydian Jenkins, a win¬ 
ner of the competition 
for under-15 sopranos in 
the Urdd National 
Eisteddfod. 

The choir, which con¬ 
sists of approximately 25 
members, rehearses at 
Gilead Chapel on 
Monday evenings 
between 7.30pm-9pm, 
and welcomes prospec¬ 
tive new members to 
come along. Eor more 
information, contact 
John on 01656 841429. 

Horeb 

Baptist 

Chapel, 

Nantymoel 

ON Saturday, October 
23 at 6pm, there will be 
a special hymn singing 
service using the 
Sankey hymnal, led by 
Creighton Lewis, a 
member of Tabor 
Baptist Church, 
Llantrisant. 

He is a retired minis¬ 
ter who formed a num¬ 
ber of African missions, 
and he will be telling the 
congregation of the his¬ 
tory behind and the 
author of each hymn. 

Ira D Sankey was 
born on August 28, 1840 
and died on August 13, 
1908. When he was a 
young man, he served as 
a soldier in the American 
Civil War. After the war, 
he worked with the 
Young Men’s Christian 
Association (YMCA). 

He became well known 
as a gospel singer, and 
through his singing met 
evangelist Dwight 
Lyman Moody. 

In October 1871, dur¬ 
ing the great Chicago 
fire, the two men saved 
their lives, only by tak¬ 
ing a rowing boat out 
onto Lake Michigan. 

Sankey composed 
about 1,200 songs with 
his music-making part¬ 


ner Eanny Crosby. 

During the school 
half-term holiday, chil¬ 
dren from Nantymoel 
and Ogmore Vale, aged 
between five and 13 
years, are invited to the 
chapel every day from 
Tuesday, October 26 to 
Eriday, October 29, 
4pm-6.30pm. There will 
be sessions based on sea 
adventure stories, games, 
and craft making. Prizes 
will be given to the com¬ 
petitors and snacks will 
be available. 

The chapel is located 
in Dinam Close, 
Nantymoel. 

South and 
West Wales 
Wildlife Trust 

THE trust is holding a 
family evening at Parc 
Slip visitor centre on 
Thursday, October 28 
at 6pm. 

It will include a 
spooky walk through the 
nature reserve, and it is 
hoped that family mem¬ 
bers will wear fancy 
dress, but of course this 
is optional. 

Everyone should be 
listening out for the 
noises that go bump in 
the dark. Please bring 
torches and wear appro¬ 
priate clothing and 
footwear as some paths 
will be uneven. 

After the walk, 
refreshments will be 
available in the visitor 
centre. The cost is £2 per 
child and booking is 
essential as places are 
limited. Call the wicked 
witch on 01656 724100 
to book. 

The trust invites jun¬ 
ior members to join the 
group known as the 
‘Wildlife Watch’ suitable 
for children aged 
between eight and 13. It 
will be organising a 
number of activities 
through the winter for 
these children. 

The trust will be hav¬ 
ing a number of 
Christmas gift packs 
suitable for all ages for 
sale in the offices adja¬ 
cent to the Parc Slip vis¬ 
itor centre. Details can 
be obtained on the tele¬ 
phone number above. 

Samaritan’s 
Purse charity 

THIS charity is respon¬ 
sible for organising 
Operation Christmas 
child which is the 
largest children’s 
Christmas project in 
the world. 

It recommends that 
presents should be 
packed in medium-sized 
shoeboxes, which must 
not be larger than 30cms 
long, 18cms wide and 
13cms deep. 

Suitable toys include 
soft toys, tennis balls, 
finger puppets, jigsaws. 


yo-yos, building blocks, 
small musical instru¬ 
ments, trucks, cars, 
dolls, and clip on ear¬ 
rings. 

Educational supplies 
are especially welcome, 
such as chalks, pens, 
pencils, notepads, puzzle 
books, erasers and stick¬ 
ers. 

Do not send food, 
especially chocolate, 
war-related toys, glass, 
liquids, aerosols, scis¬ 
sors, and hand knitted 
stuffed toys (hand knit¬ 
ted is fine but must not 
be stuffed). 

Because of import 
regulations in these 
countries, all goods must 
be new. 

The boxes must have 
a regulation sticker 
either for boy or girl, 
and a form stating the 
items packed in the box. 
Also a donation of £2.50 
to pay for transport of 
the presents is required. 

The members of St 
Bride’s Church, 
Llansantffraid, will once 
again be organising the 
collection point for these 
boxes at the church, and 
they are hoping to 
exceed the amount of 
boxes they collected last 
year. 

The church has 
arranged for someone to 
be available at the 
church between 9am and 
12noon on Eriday, 
November 5 and 
Saturday, November 6, 
so that boxes can be 
dropped off. They can 
also be dropped off at 
the church during the 
service on Sunday, 
November 7 between 
10am and 12noon. 

Garw Valley 

Leisure 

Centre 

THERE will be a con¬ 
cert at the centre on 
Saturday, October 23 
at 7.30pm to raise 
funds for the Royal 
British Legion in its 
annual Poppy Day 
Appeal. 

Taking part will be 
the Garw Valley Male 
Voice Choir, the band of 
the Royal Corps of 
Signals and Efaldau pri¬ 
mary school choir. 

Tickets can be 
obtained on 01656 
870304. 

Maesteg 
Town Hall 

THERE will be a 
Cymantha Gann at the 
town hall on Eriday, 
November 12. 


All proceeds will be 
going to the ‘Help the 
Heroes’ charity. 

St Tyfodwg’s 

church, 

Glynogwr 

THE recent collection 
at the church for the 
Pakistan flood disaster 
raised £86.50. 

This was made up to 
£100 from church funds 
and has been sent to the 
Christian Aid charity. 

St David’s 
church, 

Betws 

CHILDREN aged 
between five and 11 
years are invited to the 
church on Tuesdays 
between 3.30pm and 
4.30pm to spend a 
messy hour. 

Aberkenfig 
and District 
United 
Churches 

THE churches have 
taken £200 from their 
kitty and donated it to 
the Pakistan flood dis¬ 
aster fund. 

Well done to every¬ 
one. I am constantly 
writing about the gen¬ 
erosity of people in this 
area who donate so 
much to charity, not just 
the money but give up 
their free time as well. 

Tondu 

Primary 

School 

PUPILS in year-3 were 
recently trained in tag 
rugby skills by Dean 
Ronan of the ‘Osprey’ 
rugby region team. 

The school has 
recommenced its ‘Tondu 
Toddlers’ mornings on 
Thursdays between 
9.45am-11.15am. This is 
meant to encourage the 
toddlers to socialise with 
others, and is also an 
opportunity for responsi¬ 
ble adults to get to know 
the staff at the school. 

Tynyrheol 

primary 

school 

HEADTEACHER Mr 
Martin Griffiths, 
would like to stress to 
responsible adults of 
the children at the 
school the importance 
of encouraging them to 
read. 

The friends of the 
school, to assist with this 
process, donate a book 
to the most improved 
reader in each class 
every term. 


'iWPEItM] 

0 WE welcome your news, views and other 
items of interest. Please send them to the 
Editorial Department, The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CE71 7EL 
or email ggem@internet-today.co.uk 
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Land deal is struck by council 


(CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 1) 

They have warned that 
they may seek a judicial 
review of the agreement 
with the Evans Families if 
they remain unhappy with 
the deal. 

News of the agreement is 
likely to cause consterna¬ 
tion in the town. 

Prominent councillor 
and former leader of 
Porthcawl Town Council, 
Chris Smart said he was 
absolutely astonished at the 
news. 

He said: “This is scan¬ 
dalous and indicative of the 
way in which the people of 
Porthcawl have been treat¬ 
ed throughout the whole of 
the regeneration process. 

“It has all been cloaked 
in secrecy and the people of 
Porthcawl have been kept 
in the dark, including the 
town council. 

“Borough councillors 
seem to be sworn to secrecy 
about what’s going on and 
everything connected with 
the development is said to 
be confidential. 

“Nothing is coming out. 
They must remember that 
the vast majority of land 
included in this scheme is 
publicly owned by the 
council taxpayers - not 
only of Porthcawl but of 
Bridgend county borough.” 

Coun Smart said that he 
was opposed to profits 
being split in favour of the 
Evans Fa mi lies from Phase 
One because there was no 
guarantee that any of the 
other phases of the devel¬ 
opment would ever go 
ahead. 


He said: “The council 
should grab its share of the 
profits from this phase 
while it can. Nobody knows 
what is going to happen in 
the future. The rest of the 
regeneration scheme could 
turn out to be nothing more 
than pie in the sky. 

“And the council needs 
every penny it can get now. 
This money would be very 
useful in ameliorating the 
cuts that they are propos¬ 
ing.” 

Mr Smart said that it was 
also important that the peo¬ 
ple of Porthcawl get some¬ 
thing in return for their land 
being developed. 

“There has been no con¬ 
sideration at all for what the 
people in Porthcawl want,” 
he added. 

In response to the 
gem’s query about the 
deal, the council would not 
specify how the profits are 
to be split. 

A spokesman said: “The 
60-40 split still applies to 
phase one, but the terms of 
the deal allow for an early 
release of the proceeds 
from the retail land sale to 
the private landowner, in 
order for them to address 
their business commitments 
and to free up further 
parcels of land which are 
necessary for future phases 
of the regeneration. 

“The deal also ensures 
that BCBC receives money 
up front which is necessary 
for match-funding purposes 
for works to the harbour, 
prior to the authority 
receiving its remaining 
share of the sale receipt at a 
later date.” 

The key phrase appears 


to be the notion of early 
release, something that was 
in the intial terms of agree¬ 
ment signed by BCBC and 
the Evans Families, and this 
clause attracted little atten¬ 
tion at the time. 

The letter sent to the 
Wales Audit Office by the 
three organisations goes 
into detail about the respec¬ 
tive land holdings of the 
council and the Evans fam¬ 
ilies. 

The letter refers to a 
report to cabinet from the 
council’s property manager 
in August 2006, which says 
that of the 93 acres includ¬ 
ed within the Porthcawl 
Regeneration Area, 51 
acres is owned by the coun¬ 
cil and 41 acres is under the 
control of the two Evans 
families - the Pat Evans 
family, which owns the 
fairground, and the Roddy 
Evans family which con¬ 
trols the company that 
holds the lease on Salt 
Lake. 

The report to cabinet two 
weeks ago, which recom¬ 
mended the 60-40 split, list¬ 
ed the Evans Families, 
which are being treated as a 
single unit, as the freehold 
owners of the fairground, 
leaseholders of the Monster 
Park and leaseholders of 
Salt Lake which is owned 
by the council. 

The total acreage is esti¬ 
mated to be less than 20 
acres - leaving 21 acres of 
the 41 acres they were said 
to control unaccounted for. 

Claims have been made 
that the beach at Coney 
Beach, which is also owned 
by the Evans families, has 
been counted into the 


Evans’ share, bringing the 
total up to 41 acres, but this 
has been strongly denied by 
the council. 

Mystery still surrounds 
the question of relative land 
holdings within the 
Porthcawl Regeneration 
Area because the council 
has refused to give The 
GEM a breakdown of what 
each party owns or leases in 
acreage. 

The council has stated 
that that it is still finalising 
the terms of the Owners’ 
Agreement with the Evans 
Families. As this is com¬ 
mercially sensitive, the 
council will not comment 
further until the process has 
been completed. 

The council stated last 
week that the 60-40 split 
did not reflect the relative 
size of landholdings but of 
land values. Local groups 
have pointed out that if the 
beach was being included 
in the agreement, it is worth 
nothing, as it cannot be 
developed. 

In the meantime, 
prompted by concerned res¬ 
ident Graham Walter of 
Mackworth Road, the town 
council has decided to write 
to BCBC to see what will 
happen to the profits from 
the Tesco development. 

Mr Walter said that he 
wants the profits spent for 
the benefit of 
Porthcawl 
instead of disap¬ 
pearing into 
BCBC’s coffers, 
never to be seen 
again. 


Property deal keeps 
YMCA in Bridgend 


BRIDGEND YMCA is 
to continue on its pres¬ 
ent site after doing a 
deal to sell the freehold 
of the site. 

A leaseback arrangement 
with new owners HD 
Properties enables it to remain 
in situ in its premises on 
Angel Street. 

HD Properties is owned by 
the Hegarty family from 
Bridgend which already 
owns a large number of build¬ 
ings and sites in the town 
including the old police sta¬ 
tion, former chest clinic. 
Elder Street, the cottage hos¬ 
pital in Merthyr Mawr Road 
and the former co-op shop in 
Derwen Road - plus the site 
of the former Aston’s night¬ 
club. 

Securing the YMCA free¬ 
hold adds to their substantial 
portfolio of properties in the 
town. 

The YMCA launched an 
appeal last year to raise a sub¬ 
stantial sum of money to rede¬ 
velop the site. At that time, it 
had entered into negotiations 
with Hafod Care and Hendre 
Housing Association to build 
new premises which would 
have included facilities for the 
YMCA and also provided 
accommodation for homeless 


people. 

Although funding of £2.8m 
was secured from the two 
associations and the Welsh 
Assembly Government, the 
YMCA was unable to raise 
the £400,000 needed to pay 
for the £3.2m scheme, and it 
was abandoned. 

That scheme would have 
seen a six storey building put 
on the site with 17 en-suite 
rooms for the homeless on the 
top floor. There were also 
“move-on” units planned for 
the rear of the building. 

The YMCA would have 
had a 300-seat theatre, a 
dance studio, a gymnasium, 
creche and nursery. 

Meeting rooms would have 
been provided, plus business 
units for young entrepreneurs 
and a suite of offices to rent 
out to provide income. 

The new development was 
discussed at Bridgend Town 
Council. 

In letter sent to the council, 
manager Lisa Gilchrist said 
that Bridgend YMCA intend¬ 
ed to operate from their pres¬ 
ent site for the “forthcoming” 
years. 

She went on: “We intend to 
focus our work on the needs 
of the young people in our 
community.” 


She said that they would 
expand the counselling serv¬ 
ice they operate and also 
hoped to upgrade the building 
to provide a youth lounge and 
coffee shop. 

An accompanying press 
release confirms that the 
YMCA would continue to 
provide facilities for the meet¬ 
ings and classes that are held 
there, plus facilities for sport¬ 
ing, recreational activities and 
youth work. 

The press release confirms 
that the deal to sell the free¬ 
hold of the site to Hafod and 
Hendre fell through and con¬ 
tracts were not signed. 

The YMCA then received 
an offer from HD Properties, 
which was accepted in return 
for an undisclosed capital sum 
and a lease back arrangement. 

The YMCA is currently 
applying to the Welsh 
Assembly Government for a 
grant towards opening the 
youth cafe, and workers from 
the Wilkinson’s store are 
going to help renovate the 
building after making the 
YMCA their chosen charity. 

The GEM unable to contact 
Ms Gilchrist for a comment as 
she was unavailable at the 
time of going to press.. 


Get everything for the 
countryside at Countrywide 
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Chenea Duo Flat Multi-Fuel Stove 
RRP CMS NOMLM4r' 

Extfa 10% off NOW C4M.S0 



Kadence Combo Turnout Rug 
Btock/Cold, Sizes: S’O* to 7T 
WAS £79.99 NOW CA>rS9' 
Extra 10% oH NOW C4«.2S 
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furniture event 


Now with Interest Free Credit* on every order 
over £300...and we will collect your old bed! 
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Larg^ 
Carpet & Rug 
s^epartment 


Complete Comfort 
4’6 2 drawer divan set 
was £599.95 now only 

£ 299.95 



countrymc/e 




Written details on request 


We offer 

• Carpets from £7.99sq/m 

• Free measuring and estimate service 

• 80% Wool 20% Nylon Twist from £l4.99sq/m 

• 4 metre and 5 metre wide carpets 

• Berber, Twist, Pattern & Wool Axminster 

• Carpet, Vinyl, Wood and Laminate Flooring 
for every room in your home 

• Over 40 years experience 

• Experienced and friendly staff 

• Ranges from Ulster, Cormar, Penthouse 
and many more... 

Urn 7 KkriI Ar«a. 
Uardow Irtft. («t, Cowtrdf* 

Tmi (014^61 772917i7n9M 



MQftWl I »«1 

CfOlUn MTTHiBMr 
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Two local boys 
dead after late 
night car crash 

RIGHT: Floral tributes at the scene of the accident 
TWO valley com- aged 19 from Cwm Felin, 
munities are devas- Blackmill, were passen¬ 
gers and tragically died 
as a result of the colli- 



tated after two 
young men died 
when a car they 
were travelling in 
overturned on the employed ; 
road from Blackmill worker at 
to Nantymoel. 

Following the fatal 


Sion. 

James’ mother Julie 
said: “James was 

a youth 
Wyndham 
Boys Club, Ogmore 
Vale, and was a former 
pupil of Ogmore 


Comprehensive School: 
the A4061 at Blackmill at - - 




I 



He was a popular and 


approximately 4am on „ell-known member of 
Sunday, October 17 community, played 

tQTYii TYi^iTYihArc r^ciiH 


ABOVE: 
Michael Griffiths. 


were m 
it was travelling north in 
the direction of 
Blackmill when it went 
out of control. 


family members paid Nantymoel 

tribute to the two young rj,,; ^ schoolboy -We are devastated by 

. played at district level. this loss. Michael made 
The collision involved ^ me so proud; the best son 

“ Tf if'^ xV “ fn loved son, brother, anyone could wish for. 

model white Vauxhall grandson. h couldn’t have asked 

Corsa. Five local males He will be missed by his for a better son.” 

the vehicle while family and friends, who His grandparents, 
are all heartbroken.” Lyndon and Pat, run the 
Michael’s father Blackmill village post 

Robert said: “Michael office. 

T . , was a fabulous son, Enyd Lock, the chair- 

James Davies, aged brother, friend, colleague man of the Ogmore 

a fTLvu andteammate. Valley Community 

and Michael Griffiths, ^oundl, told The GEM 

that all five in the car had 
been from the valley. 

She said: “Everyone is 
in shock and a cloud 
hangs over the valley. 
Two boys have been 
taken from us and every¬ 
one is grieving with the 
families. 

“A terrible thing has 
happened and our hearts 


Confidence course 

VALE of Glamorgan Genesis, a group aim¬ 
ing to help people overcome barriers into 
work or training, is holding a free confi¬ 
dence building course, beginning November 
4 from 1pm - 3pm at the Western Vale 
Integrated Children’s Centre (WVICC), 
Llantwit Major. 

To find out more, contact 01446 709221. 


ABOVE: 

James Davies. 

go out to them” 

Police are appealing 
for anyone who may 
have seen the vehicle 
being driven prior to the 
collision, or who may 
have seen the vehicle or 
its occupants in Bridgend 
town centre during the 
evening of Saturday, 
October 16. 

A 19-year-old male 
from the Bridgend area 
has been arrested in con¬ 
nection to the incident, 
and has been bailed 
pending further 

enquiries. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
South Wales Police on 
101 or alternatively, call 
Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 



TV Mokjn N» Iccmed up o numbef ol sc 4 ciiof 3 ocroos stiles 
c^ ^irwcharKarDhovttaVMlwrtterlor^flO 

But hurry s only vuld fot ton 6jfi so talA o^orlogo 

LGi 029 2067 2060 visit Mvww.tytKrfan org 


t, Ofcj 

rJl feiS b4 XjU 2i*: .rai 


tyhafan 


tyMarvoro 


Police 

grants 

DONATIONS are 
available to local 
groups from the 
South Wales Police 
Authority and 
applications are 
sought from clubs, 
organisations or 
groups who “tackle 
the fear of crime”. 

The grants will be 
provided from the Police 
Property Act Eund, 
which the police authori¬ 
ty is responsible for dis¬ 
tributing. Property which 
comes into the posses¬ 
sion of the police in con¬ 
nection with a crime and 
where the owner cannot 
be found can be sold, 
with the money being 
kept in what is known as 
the Police Property Act 
Eund. 

The same is true for 
property which has been 
forfeited by convicted 
persons by order of a 
court, as it was used or 
intended for use in a 
crime. 

The chair of the 
police authority, Coun 
Russell Roberts, said: 
“The authority is dedi¬ 
cated to helping small 
clubs and organisations 
across south Wales to 
help tackle the fear of 
crime.” 

Applications must be 
submitted by November 
1 . 

Eorms and guidance 
can be obtained from the 
Police Authority website 
at www.southwalespo- 
liceauthority. org. uk. 

A maximum of 
£2,500 can be granted to 
each group. Groups who 
have previously benefit¬ 
ed by the fund have 
included neighbourhood 
watch associations and 
boys and girls clubs. 


Penarth town council 
loses £5,000 after local 
publisher is wound-up 


COUNCIL taxpay¬ 
ers in Penarth are 
counting the cost of 
the collapse of a 
publishing firm. 

Kenrich 

Publications went into 
administration in 2007 
soon after being paid 
£5,105 by Penarth 
Town Council to pro¬ 
duce 10,000 copies of a 
new town guide. 

Administrators were 
appointed to wind up 
the company’s affairs 
and they have now 
written to the town 
council to say that they 
have completed this 
work and that there is 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


no money for any 
creditors. 

A report on this was 
presented to council¬ 
lors at their meeting 
on Tuesday night. 

Clerk Sian Bowden, 
who was not with the 
council at the time 
Kenrich collapsed, 
said that the council 
had dealt with the firm 
for some years and a 
number of previous 
town guides had been 
produced. 

Although the costs 
of publishing these is 


normally covered by 
advertising revenue, 
the town council had 
decided to take out an 
advert for itself in the 
guide, and also 
ordered extra copies to 
be published, so that 
there would be enough 
to distribute to every 
household in the town. 

She added that the 
town council had sub¬ 
sequently altered the 
way it dealt with town 
guides and now 
worked with a differ¬ 
ent company which 
produced the guides 
for free, using adver¬ 
tising revenue to cover 
costs. 


Gardens show autumn 
trees at their very best 


SOME of the Friends of 
Dyffryn Gardens 
Society visited Hergest 
Croft Gardens in 
Herefordshire recently. 

These gardens hold the 
national collections of 
maples and birches, and the 
autumn colours showed to 
perfection against the beau¬ 
tiful views of the Welsh 
Marches and the charming 
Arts and Crafts period 
house. 

Photo by Heather March. 



ABOVE: Friends of Dyffryn Gardens 
Secretary -Barbara Hodges and Cynthia 
Merrett in Hergest Croft. 


MP says ‘Citizens 
is Big Society in 

THE local MP Alun 
Cairns was the 
guest speaker at the 
annual meeting of 
the Vale Citizens 
Advice Bureau. 

The meeting heard 
that the bureau had 
enjoyed a busy and suc¬ 
cessful year, helping 
record numbers of local 
residents. 

The new outreach in 
Llantwit Major has been 
a success and there are 
also plans to open an 
office in Penarth. 

Mr Cairns compli¬ 
mented CAB on its work 


locally and said that it 
was a perfect example of 
the Big Society at work. 

He explained: 

“People have been ask¬ 
ing me what the Prime 
Minister meant by the 
Big Society and I illus¬ 
trate it by quoting the 
example of organisa¬ 
tions like CAB where 
thousands of volunteers 
throughout the UK give 
up their time to train and 
then man the bureaux, 
dealing with hundreds of 
thousands of complaints 
and queries raised by the 
people of this country. 

“It is an invaluable 


Dims WINDOWS LTD 


li' 

n 
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; 


SIMPLY DOORS 
SIMPLY WINDOWS 
SIMPLY PORCHES/ 
CONSERVATORIES 
SIMPLY THE BEST 


Telephone 01446 749055 
Freefone 0800 0260587-24hrs 

_U Fenso Reg. 14824 Q 

Dinas Windows, Unit 16, Tyverlon Est, Cardiff Road, Barry 




Advice’ 

action 

service which relies 
totally on the commit¬ 
ment and good citizen¬ 
ship of the people 
involved. 

“There are countless 
instances of people up 
and down this country 
being willing to work for 
no pay for the greater 
good of society.” 

Mr Cairns pointed out 
that if CAB did not exist, 
a government depart¬ 
ment somewhere would 
be tasked with providing 
this service and the 
chances are that it would 
prove to be grossly inef¬ 
ficient, wasteful and 
ruinously expensive. 

He went on: “There is 
a role for charities, com¬ 
munity organisations 
and even private compa¬ 
nies in getting involved 
in the Big Society con¬ 
cept. 

“The National Grid 
has set up a scheme to 
work with young offend¬ 
ers where they have 
given them a chance to 
train as engineers and 
get a job. 

“Out of 1,000 young 
people on the scheme, 
just three have re¬ 
offended which only 
goes to show that if you 
run these schemes prop¬ 
erly, you can give young 
people a future who may 
otherwise have led lives 
of crime. 

“I know that people 
throughout the Vale are 
keen to get involved 
with their communities 
and want to make things 
better and I will do my 
utmost to give them all 
the support they need.” 
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• AMAZING QUALITY • AMAZING CHOICE • AMAZING PRICES! 

HURRY- OUR LIMITED STOCKS ARE SELLING FAST 



A JAMrVI £ 


WT^H Goodwood 

sSpi 

includes mattress 



BEDROOM 
CHAIRS 

Choice of « , - — ^ 

Frame and -- T 
Fabric ^ 

Selection ' i 





NEW STOCKS IN T SOLID HARDWOOD 


l DROP LEAF TABLE 



Solid 
Hardwood' 


Rufford extending table 
and 4 upholstered chairs 


SOLID OAK TJADE FIRESIDE CHAIRSlCONSERVATORY SUITES 


6 styles 
and colours 
to choose 
from 


wAs.faw' NOW £199 




FROM ONLY £599 


FittGd BGdroom & _ _ <01656)653147 for a 

. \ _ _ FREE BROCHURE 

Horn© 0 ffic 6 Furnitur© brochure FRErnoMEs^uRVEY 




CALL NOW 01656 653147 FOR A FREE HOME CONSULTATION 


UNBEATABLE REASONS TO BUY NOW! 

/ RIGHT NOW! OUR PRICE PROMISE ENSURES TO BEAT ALL THE BIG BRAND 
NATIONAL COMPANIES 'HANDS-DOWN!' 

/ NOW MORE CHOICE THAN EVER - OVER 500 DOOR STYLE COMBINATIONS!! 

/ HIGH QUALITY 18mm CABINET CONSTRUCTION 

/ WE INSTALL FULL CARCASS CONSTRUCTIONS (NOT JUST FRONT FRAME DOORS!!) 

/FREE HOME MEASURE 

/ FREE STUNNING 3-D COMPUTER PLANNING 

/ EXPERT FITTING BY OUR PROFESSIONAL TRADESMEN / CABINET MAKERS 

/ WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

/NO PRESSURE SALES APPROACH 


CALL NOW 01656 653147 FOR A FREE HOME CONSULTATION 






HOME MEASURE 
AND STUNNING 3-D 
COMPUTER PLANNING 
CALL 01656653147 


Town & 

Country r,rwna™ 


>ur showroom @ 
la Street Centre 
CF31 1BZ 


TO BRIDGEND 


townandcountryfurniture.co.uk 
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CORNELLY SCOUTS ENJOY THEIR 
THRILL-A-MINUTE TRIP TO PARIS 




YOUNG Scouts in Cornelly recently 
went on a continental adventure! 

The 1st Cornelly Scouts went to Paris and 
EuroDisney for the weekend, accompanied by 
Scout leaders, including Assistant District 
Commissioner Margaret Hopkins. 

They travelled by coach and Euro Star to Paris, 
staying in a chateau outside Paris. 

They took in the cultural sights, including the 
Eiffel Tower and Sacre Coeur, before going onto 
EuroDisney. 

Camping in Margam Park will never be the same 
again ! 


St Clare’s arty 
pupils put on 
an exhibition 


ART students at St 
Clare’s School in 
Newton, Porthcawl, 
recently put on a 
fabulous exhibition 
of their work, fill¬ 
ing the school hall 
with an array of 
colours and tex¬ 
tures. 

The work covered a 
range of techniques 
including drawing, 
painting, graphic design 
and textiles incorporat¬ 
ing amazing costumes 
including ball gowns. 

Art teachers Jan 
Lewis and Louise 
Williams were delighted 
with the high standard 
and congratulated all 
students on their suc¬ 
cess. 

A large scale A-level 
fabric construction enti¬ 


tled ‘Opulence’ by Alice 
Kinder dominated the 
show and with her con¬ 
temporary take on a T- 
Shirt wedding dress, 
gained her a top grade. 
Alice is now studying 
textile and business 
management at 
Nottingham University. 

Members of the pub¬ 
lic and parents and 
pupils from across the 
senior and preparatory 
schools have enjoyed 
viewing the artwork on 
display. 

The headmaster of St 
Clare’s, John Aguilar, 
commented: 
“Congratulations to all 
our pupils who have 
produced excellence all¬ 
round. I know the art 
on show here will 
inspire future artists 
coming up through the 
school”. 


Local company 
give a guided 
tour to their MP 


AS part of a tour of 
local businesses, 
Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon 
visited Aircraft 
Maintenance 
Support Services 
(AMSS) on Pyle 
Industrial Estate 
recently, where she 
met chief executive 
Duncan Barbour 
and managing 
director Andy 
Cookson. 

AMSS has been 
established for more 
than 30 years and is a 
small, privately-owned 
family company, manu¬ 
facturing and supply¬ 
ing ground support 
equipment to cus¬ 
tomers such as the 
MoD and the airport 
industry. 

The company has 
gone from strength to 
strength, securing 
major contracts and 
currently increasing its 


workforce to more 
than 100 employees. 

Mrs Moon said: “I 
am constantly amazed 
at the calibre of com¬ 
panies within the con¬ 
stituency. 

AMSS manufacture 
a vast array of military 
equipment, including 
passenger stairs, bag¬ 
gage conveyors, main¬ 
tenance docks, cargo 
loaders, aircraft heat¬ 
ing and cooling rigs. 

Currently, 70 per 
cent of their products 
are exported, with 
AMSS also providing 
maintenance and serv¬ 
icing contracts for their 
products out in coun¬ 
tries such as 
Afghanistan. I am 
pleased to see the suc¬ 
cess of this local com¬ 
pany which is well 
known and respected 
within the industry.” 


Local WI members gain £11,000 victory 
over those quiz champion Eggheads! 

by TIM CHAPMAN 


ABOVE: The Eggheads and Jeremy Vine with the 
Glamorgan Poppies (front row) after their victory. Erom left to right: Sally Mabey (captain), 
Mary Poland, Gwerfyl Gardner, Jean Smith, Liz Williams, and Linda Loveless (reserve). 


FIRST there were 
the celebrated WI 
‘Calendar Girls’, 
who achieved 
worldwide fame by 
stripping off for 
charity - now south 
Wales can boast of 
the WI quiz cham¬ 
pions, who beat five 
of Britain’s braini¬ 
est people on the 
BBC2 programme 
Eggheads! 

In typically self- 
effacing WI tradition, 
Gwerfyl Gardner of 
Merthyr Mawr WI 
described the victory as 
down to “luck of the 
draw”. 

The team of five 
ladies, who attend the 
WIs of Culverhouse 
Cross, Coity, Merthyr 
Mawr, Pentyrch and 
Llanblethian, netted the 
tidy prize of £11,000. 

Eggheads is hosted by 
Jeremy Vine and in the 
show a team of five 
players tries to beat the 
‘Eggheads’, five of 
Britain’s sharpest minds 
when it comes to 
rustling up the sort of 
obscure fact that might 
stump the average view¬ 


er. 

In their ranks are win¬ 
ners of Mastermind, 
Brain of Britain, Eifteen 
to One and Who Wants 
to be a Millionaire. 

Gwerfyl Gardner told 
The GEM: “The WI 
team went up to 
Glasgow in January to 
film the programme, but 
it wasn’t shown until last 
week. 

“You are asked by the 
BBC not to let people 
know what happened on 
the day of the recording 
which is quite difficult! 

“We travelled up in 
January, the day before 
Cardiff Airport was 
closed due to the snow, 
and stayed overnight. 

“Our team was called 
‘The Glamorgan 

Poppies’ - the poppy is 
the emblem of 
Glamorgan WI. 

“Although the pro¬ 
gramme lasts half an 
hour, the episode took 
twice as long to film 
because the participants 
answer the questions in 
a separate studio. 

“We all had to take 
three outfits and the pro¬ 
duction company then 
told us which was the 
most suitable to wear.” 


Gwerfyl pointed out 
that high definition 
broadcasts are also hav¬ 
ing an effect on how 
productions are put 
together. 

“With HD people 
have to have a lot more 
makeup, and a lot of 
trouble is taken in the 
way it all looks - HD 
shows every wrinkle!” 

So how were the WI 
ladies able to beat the 
crack quiz team 


Eggheads? 

Gwerfyl, the retired 
head of modern lan¬ 
guages at Llantwit 
Major Comprehensive 
School, said: “I think it 
is the luck of the draw as 
to which questions come 
up. 

“I was fortunate that 
one question had 
German content in it and 
I taught German.” 

Despite Gwerfyl’s 

modesty, she has an 


impressive quiz pedi¬ 
gree herself, having bat¬ 
tled through Ann 
Robinson’s barbed com¬ 
ments to win The 
Weakest Link a few 
years ago. 

Gwerfyl added that 
she didn’t see the pro¬ 


gramme when it was 
broadcast, but she has 
recorded it so that she 
can view at some stage 
in the future. 

As for the prize 
money, she’s enjoyed 
some short breaks away 
from home. 


SEND US YOUR NEWS! 
Email ggem @internet-today, co. uk 
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New plan to help wildlife 
thrive throughout Vale 



THE Vale Council has adopted a new 
local biodiversity action plan for the 
area. 

The action plan, which has been reviewed over 
the past year, sets out the work and aims of the 
Local Biodiversity Partnership. It identifies animals 
and the habitats that are important in the Vale, 
whether that is of European, national or local 
importance, and identifies opportunities for work to 
be done to help them. 

Coun Anthony Ernest, cabinet member for 
tourism and leisure and the Vale Council biodiver¬ 
sity champion, said: “If anyone is interested in find¬ 
ing out more about the action plan, they can collect 
a copy of the ‘Wildlife in the Vale of Glamorgan’ 
booldet from our libraries or council offices or 
request a copy from the ecology team at the coun¬ 
cil.” 

For more information, visit www.valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk or call 01446 700111. 


Ty Hafan winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D640. 

0 £2,000: 266029. 

# The rollover, which 
now stands at £3,000, 
was not won this week. 

# £10: 481286, 

256497, 586813, 672058, 
728255, 770126, 448226, 
863959, 210271, 639249, 
839919, 605921, 816005, 
670970, 788774, 191191, 
761423, 144359, 629548, 
307291. 

0 £5: 886150, 

616669, 513397, 109799, 
236706, 370159, 384568, 
101707, 201064, 531435, 
312040, 312491, 686833, 


818964, 331019, 827413, 
620330, 546879, 708866, 
423302, 584168, 537668, 
556687, 839707, 653536, 
624855, 232170, 502793, 
648049, 252674, 102328, 
435110, 372767, 649960, 
741030, 801984, 982124, 
811016, 784294, 599462, 
880821, 155433, 363694, 
708897, 531543, 499880, 
261102, 159913, 739556, 
158202, 163167, 272142, 
261672, 186228, 470331, 
364404, 850422, 523875, 
854416, 878587. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


ABOVE: Left to right: Steve White, chair of 
Vale Biodiversity Partnership; Richard May, 
ecologist; Coun Anthony Ernest and Liz 
Stewart, assistant ecologist, with 
copies of the booklet. 


The Vale Council 
informs tenants 
about 2011 ballot 


EVERY council 
house tenant in the 
Vale has just 
received a newslet¬ 
ter produced by the 
council to update 
them on plans to 
hand over the 
housing stock to a 
new housing associ¬ 
ation. 

The newsletter 
assures tenants that 
they will make the 
decision about what 
will happen in a secret 
ballot. 

The council has set 
up a new not-for-profit 
housing organisation 
called Heritage Coast 
Homes. This would 
take over the houses 
and manage them if 
the transfer of stock 
goes ahead. 

A shadow manage¬ 
ment board has been 
set up consisting of 
four tenants and four 
Vale councillors. 


If the ballot is in 
favour of transfer, the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government will then 
have to approve the 
plan. 

The newsletter 
promises a “significant 
amount of investment” 
in homes and 
improved services if 
the housing organisa¬ 
tion takes over, 
because it will be able 
to access funds that the 
council is not eligible 
for. 

The council points 
out that none of their 
3,949 houses meets the 
Welsh Housing Quality 
standard laid down by 
WAG. 

The ballot is 
planned for early next 
year. 

If tenants reject the 
handover, the houses 
will remain in the own¬ 
ership of the Vale 
Council. 



GIVE YOUR 
KITCHEN 
A NEW LOOK 

• Replacement kitchen doors, 
worktops & trims 

• Over 80 door colours and 30 
designs to choose from 

• All made to measure to suit any 
age kitchen - subject to survey 

• Free survey & quotations 

We can do bedrooms too! 

...IN TIME FOR 
CHRISTAAAS 


0REFFTE3 

KITCHENS LTD 

11-12 Subway Road, The Waterfront, Barry CF63 4QT 

www.crefTtkitchens.co.uk 


Glaucoma 

meeting 

THE Bridgend Eye 
Unit at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, 
is holding a glauco¬ 
ma patient support 
group meeting on 
Friday, November 
26. 

The patient group was 
set up two years ago to 
support patients diag¬ 
nosed and undergoing 
treatment for glaucoma. 

Karen Phillips, the 
ABM lead orthoptist for 
glaucoma service said: 
“This is a free, informal 
meeting and is open to 
patients, their carers and 
partners from Princess of 
Wales, Neath Port Talbot 
and Singleton Hospitals. 

“The patient support 
group meets six monthly 
for general support. It’s 
a chance to meet patients 
living with the same eye 
disease, watch a video 
on some aspect of eye 
care, hear a talk and dis¬ 
cuss the latest issues in 
glaucoma. 

“The group also helps 
counsel each other dur¬ 
ing the difficult mile¬ 
stones of the Glaucoma 
pathway.” 

The meeting takes 
place on Friday, 
November 26 from 1pm 
- 3pm at Bridgend Eye 
Unit, Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend. For 
further information con¬ 
tact Karen Phillips on 
01656 752179. 


CHRISTINE’S ‘BEARY’ NICE 
DONATION TO THE NSPCC 


CHRISTINE 
PRITCHARD, a 
Dinas Powys 
Village Show com¬ 
mittee member, has 
spent the last few 
months making 
hand-knitted ted¬ 
dies, and last month 
she was successful 
in selling all her 
stock to children 
and parents at the 
village show. 

Christine also took the 
opportunity of promot¬ 
ing knitting to the young 
admirers, so that next 
year a similar stall may 
be present with even 
more teddies. 

The teddies could be 
seen in the gardens 
climbing the shrubs and 
sitting with the children 
on a knitted patch blan¬ 
ket while watching the 
Punch and Judy Show. 

Christine will be 
donating £75 to the 
NSPCC, all the proceeds 
from the sale of the ted¬ 
dies. 




ABOVE: 
Waiting for the 
puppet show. 


Grant for cboir 

PORTHCAWL Town Council has given a 
donation of £250 to Porthcawl Male Choir 
to help them with the purchase of music. 

The grant was made in recognition of the choir’s 
contribution to the social and charitable activities of 
the town, s 


OXFAM in Cowbridge need volunteers 
for their charity shop, and anyone inter¬ 
ested should telephone 01446 773019. 


Dyspraxia support 

THE next meeting of the Vale Dyspraxia 
Support Group will be held on Monday, 
November 1, at 7.30 pm in the Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, Barry. 

The group supports children with dyspraxia (as 
well as related conditions such as ADHD, 
Asperger’s, dyslexia) and their parents and carers. 

The Vale Dyspraxia Support Group provides 
advice and information as well as an opportunity to 
exchange experiences. The group also runs social 
activities and a laptop loan programme. 


Owen Fuels 


’ll 




ff you order your horn# haling 
lUeP before November 30th 
2010 ¥^'ll efiteryou into a 
pmo draw to wm one of 
theM fantastic prixas : 


^e IWo pairs of tickets to a 
rugby Six Nations match' 

• A weekend away for 
two people to London ^ 
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KINDLY SPONSORED BY 


GEM DIAMOND LETTER 


SCATS 

Farm & Country 



^ THE COLUMN YOU WRITE ^ 


THE GEM IS AWARDING A £20 SCATS’ VOUCHER TO THE WRITER 
- SEE THE SCATS COUNTRYSTORE OPENING (BELOW) 

RABBITS WERE CERTAINLY NOT 
MEANT TO BE IMPRISONED’ 


L ast year, I acquired 
a rabbit from some¬ 
one who could no 
longer look after it - I’d 
never had a rabbit before 
and I only took on this one 
because I felt so sorry for 
it. 

The rabbit had been living a 
lonely, bored and cold life, out¬ 
side in a hutch that had become 
nothing more than a miserable 
prison. 

There had been two rabbits, 
but sadly, one had already died of 
hypothermia. 

For a very short time the rabbit 
lived outside because I was total¬ 
ly ignorant of her needs, but I 
remedied this by researching on 
the internet. I learned that rabbits 
can make good house pets. 

By now it was winter and I just 
couldn’t stand the thought of her 


out there in the cold while I, my 
cats, and dog were warm and 
pampered indoors. So one cold 
day, I dragged her and the hutch 
into the kitchen, flung open the 
door of her hutch, and vowed 
never to imprison her in there 
ever again. 

I already had a couple of cats 
that used a litter tray, and I’d read 
that rabbits could be house- 
trained in much the same way as 
cats. So I put a tray of clean cat 
litter in the hutch and she used it 
straight away and has used it con¬ 
sistently ever since. Yes, we had a 
couple of accidents, but remark¬ 
ably few. 

It took months for her to leave 
the hutch and she just watched 
with interest as life went on 
around her. Eventually, she 
explored the kitchen, then the liv¬ 
ing room, and finally upstairs. 

She now has the run of the entire 


house and is also let out into the 
safety of an enclosed garden for a 
couple of hours most days, so her 
life is pretty fulfilled compared to 
how it was. 

However, with the aid of a 
stair gate, and with electric flexes 
in mind, I do shut her in the 
kitchen at night, but I never, ever 
shut her in the hutch. 

The day my rabbit started toss¬ 
ing her head and running around 
me in circles in such obvious joy 
that I had walked into the room, 
was the day I had my reward! 

I don’t know who it was that 
had the bright idea of taking rab¬ 
bits from their natural environ¬ 
ment and putting them in a prison 
in which they can barely stretch 
their legs, let alone run around, 
but I hope he/she sleeps well at 
night. 

An animal lover, St Athan 


Official opening ceremony 
as new store opens to serve 
Bridgend, the Vale and beyond! 



r? ftlXRUMR 
L^SERVieES 


SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS - 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 


PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 


Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 


T he official opening of the new 
SCATS store in Bridgend was per¬ 
formed by the deputy borough 
mayor, Coun Chris Michalides (pictured 
below) with SCATS chairman, David 
Burke. 

The new Farm and Country store on the Brackla 
Industrial Estate also welcomed pupils from nearby 
Coety Primary School, who had painted pictures on 
the theme ‘What the countryside means to us’. 

The winning picture was by Erin Ward, and the 
school received SCATS voucWs for £150 to help 
its new gardening club. 

SCATS is holding a family open day on Saturday, 
October 30,10am- 4pm, with special guests Warren 
Gatland and Julia Bradbury. 



Porthca’wFs winning streak 
hits buffers at Pontardawe 



1 PONTARDAWE 

33 

1 PORTHCAWL 

6 


ALL good things come to an end and 
Porthcawl’s winning streak shuddered to 
an abrupt halt as the Seaweeds fielded a 
below-strength side. 

Their young guns got a taste of how tough the 
division can be. 

It all started well enough as outside half Joe 
Gallafant put the visitors into an early lead with a 
good penalty for 3-nil. 

From there on it seemed as if the Porthcawl 
defence had gone on holiday as they tamely surren¬ 
dered three soft tries, two converted, to trail 19-3 
within 30 minutes, against a wholly committed and 
mercilessly physical home pack. 

Gallafant’s second penalty drew some comfort 
before the break for 19-6 going into the second spell. 

It put Porthcawl in a position that was possibly 
retrievable but it was too little and masked an all¬ 
round poor performance. 

When Pont increased the pain with two further 
converted tries, it was no more than they deserved 
for their sheer effort, despite being down to 14 men 
for much of the second half. 

Old heads Blair Driscoll and Tevita Manaseitava 
tried vainly to bring their experience to bear with 
tireless effort for Porthcawl Mt they were always 
stand-out lonely figures in this regard. 

It was a disconsolate Seaweeds outfit that left the 
Recreation Ground, with its’ tail firmly between its’ 
legs, with the younger players having done them¬ 
selves no justice. 

Coaches Kerry Townley and Darren Evans were 
not so much concerned with the defeat as to the man¬ 
ner of it all and Porthcawl will need both a full- 
strength side and a ‘step-up-to-the-plate’ attitude for 
the visit of free-scoring Maesteg Quins on Saturday. 

PAUL FIELDING 



Scrum half Rhys Jones with the ball. 



Replacement outside-half 
Will Gallafant makes a tackle. 


Maesteg Town 
Council will fight 
boundary changes 


PAWS’ sponsored 
walk is for local 
animal lovers 


MAESTEG Town 
Council is to fight 
plans to reduce the 
overall number of 
borough council¬ 
lors in the valley by 
one. 

The Local 

Government Boundary 
Commission for Wales 
has recommended that 
the Caerau-Nantyffyllon 
ward be merged with 
the Maesteg East ward 
and that the new Upper 
Llynfi ward should 
return four councillors 
instead of the five they 
have between them at 
present. 

At the moment, 
Caerau has three coun¬ 
cillors - two independ¬ 
ents and one Labour - 
and the East ward has 
two Labour. 

There would be no 
reduction in councillors 
representing the 
Maesteg West ward 
which would be merged 
with Llangynwyd to cre¬ 
ate a new Lower Llynfi 


ward. They would still 
have three councillors 
between them. At the 
moment. Labour holds 
the two West ward seats 
and Plaid Cymru has the 
Llangynwyd seat. 

Coun Bill May told 
Maesteg Town Council 
that the council had put 
forward suggestions to 
merge the wards in the 
valley to create two new 
wards but had lobbied 
for four councillors 
each. Instead, the total 
number of councillors 
was to be reduced to 
seven. 

He was delegated to 
put together the coun¬ 
cil’s objections to the 
draft proposals. Final 
proposals are due to be 
published after all repre¬ 
sentations are consid¬ 
ered. 

The Welsh Assembly 
Government will make 
the final decision. 


PORTHCAWL 
Animal Welfare 
Society is holding a 
‘sponsored spooks’ 
short walk on 
Saturday, October 
30, and is inviting 
children and accom¬ 
panying adults to 
dress up in 
Halloween costumes 
and take part in the 
fundraiser. 

“We thought this 
could be a fun way to get 
the community involved 
and raise funds for the 
animals at the same 
time” said Helga Collier, 
PAWS rehoming co¬ 
ordinator. 

The sponsored spooks 
(and their parents) will 
gather on the grass at 
Cosy Corner, Porthcawl, 
at 4pm. The spooks will 
make their way along the 
sea front towards the 
Pavilion and turn into 
John Street, canvassing 
shoppers en route and 


fundraising as they go. 

The troop will arrive 
at the John Street band¬ 
stand at approximately 
4.30pm, where the chil¬ 
dren will receive a small 
treat for taking part. 

All proceeds will go 
to the dogs and cats of 
Porthcawl Animal 
Welfare Society. 

For more information 
about the event, or to 
discuss rehoming a cat 
or a dog, contact Helga 
Collier on 07814 926 
253. 

TAX ADVICE 

SURGERY 
AN income tax sur¬ 
gery will be held at 
Pencoed Library on 
Thursday, November 
18 when free profes¬ 
sional help and advice 
will be available to 
those with queries. 

The surgery will run 
from 10am-12.15pm. 

For an appointment, 
please telephone 0845 
6013321. 
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SERVICES BROUGHT TO VOUR DOOR 


MOBILE FRAMING 


The Art Workshop 

now going mobile! 



1 Lanelay Road, Talbot Green, CF72 8H2 
(situated opposite the Post Office) 

01443 224514 



MOBILE CLAIRVOYANT 


. Experienced 
^ \ CLAIRVOYANT 
r_ MEDIUM 


Seui^xpressions 

Home readings available for 

Groups and Individuals 

Call Jo Now on 

07939 941640 


LOGS DELIVERED TO YOUR 


Big Bag Logs 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01656 784194 
Mobile 07815 861864 


OVEN CLEANING 


ovenu.co.uk 


oveK 


oven valeting service .. .punctuality, pride. 

• Range & AGA Specialist j 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Extractor Hoods 
1 # Microwave Ovens 

Traditional Stoves ^ Mjn § 

the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 

OVEN U at your door, 
on time, every time! 

Richard and Craig of Oven U are proud to 
bring their specialised oven valeting service to the 
entire south Wales area. 

Is your oven looking tired - then don’t renew, 
just call Oven U. 

We will get it looking back to its best. 

Our process is safe, we don’t use any caustic 
products which could be harmful to both you and 
your oven. We can also renew broken or worn out 
parts, ie: hinges, glass, seals, lamps, etc. 

Just like all our past customers, you will be 
amazed by our results. Call us on 0800 1409800. 


The Art Workshop 

Specialist Picture Framing 
and Country Homeware Gifts. 

We frame everything ... 

Photos, Originals, Prints, Embroideries, 
Tapestries, Rugby shirts. Caps, Medals, 
Canvas’ stretched. Mounts cut to size. 

Broken the glass in that frame? 

We can replace it for you!! 

Got a lovely photo you want to put on canvas?, 

We can do it for you! 

Haven’t got time to visit our shop? 

Have you got prints you bought on holiday 
and haven't got around to framing them? 

Well let us come to you!! 

We are now going mobile. 

We can come to your home with our range of 
frame samples and let you choose from the 
comfort of your own home. No job is too small 
No need to worry about parking the car in 
busy Talbot Green. We take away all the 
hassle to make things easier and more 
convenient for YOU! Guaranteed a reliable, 
professional, friendly service. 

Also selling pretty homeware gifts and 
custom made wooden signs. 

The Art Workshop is getting ready for 
Christmas!! Why not let us host a 
CHRISTMAS DECORATION 
PARTY at your home? 

Fabulous traditional Christmas decorations 
brought to the comfort of your own home. 
Unusual items at great prices. Gather your 
friends together and get into the Christmas 
spirit. 10% discount for the party organiser. 

For any more details 
please contact Hayley on 

01443 224514 


MOBILE GARDEN SERVICES 




Garden Services' 


EST OVER 9 YRS 
HEDGES TRIMMED ■ 

TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED ■ 
FENCING I 

GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE * 
POWER WASHING 
FREE QUOTES 


Call Mike on 01446 401424 


CURTAIN COMFORT 



Silver by 
i)awn 


y^ingerprintjewellery 

A range of cufflinks, pendants, 
earrings and charms, 
ideal for all occasions 

Why not gather some friends 
and book a party? 

Impressions taken in the comfort 
of your own home, directly into 
silver clay, which when fired, will 
be 99.9% silver. 

This can be personalised further with 
a name, date or message and made 
into your chosen piece of jewellery. 

To book a design consultation please call 

Dawn Doyle 

01656 865479/07795188160 


Promote your company 
in our monthly 






DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Ddmestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Dishwashers, etc. 

Established 1983 
Most makes repaired. 

Machines NOT 
taken away - repaired 
at your own home. 

® Bridgend 659354 
07974 120082 


OFFICE/HOME CLEANING MOBILE MECHANIC SERVICE 


'W'AN’S Domestic Cleaning started three 

I years ago and in this time, Jan has 
built up a reputation for providing a 
renable, personal and professional service. 

Jan has since developed her business to offer 
contract and commercial cleanings. She offers a 
superb service at a reasonable price, whether you 
require a weekly or monthly cleaning service, a one- 
off clean or a fuU house or commercial property clean. 

Jan was often asked for a reliable handyman to do 
odd jobs. With this in mind, Jan has started a 
partnership with her partner Pete -Mr Multifix- who 
specialises in kitchen and bathroom installations. 

Jan and Pete are now trading as Jan’s Domestic 
Cleaning and Building Maintenance Services. 
Contact Jan on 07934 141582. No job too small! 



Domestic Cleaning & 
Building Maintenance Services 

★ Hours to suit you 

★ Professional, friendly service 

★ Fully Insured ★ Free Estimates 

★ Contract & Commercial Cleaning 

★ Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 
Call Jan for more information on: 

07934 141 582 


1>Rent-a-Tech 

Mobile Mechanic Services 


Who we are? 

Rent-a-Tech is a family run mobile 
mechanics business providing a reliabie 
service at reasonabie prices. We are able to 
service and repair all makes and models of 
car, van and 4x4, normally at your home 
or work address although we do offer a 
collection and delivery service for MoT’s 
and some repairs. 


WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON 
CARING FOR OUR CUSTOMERS AS 
WELL AS THEIR CARS 

• MOT’S 

• Latest Diagnostic Equipment 

• All Makes and Models 

• A service that doesn’t void warranties 

• Absent technician coverage 

• Breakdown service 

• Air Conditioning 

Call: 07825 99 30 53 


MOBILE CARPETS 


Steve 

Richmond 

MOBILE 

FLOORING 

LIBRARY 


If, for some reason, you are 
unable to visit our showroom at 

17 Heol Trelales, Laleston 

then telephone for our Mobile 
Carpet Library to call on you. 

View carpets in your own home 
Match to your colour scheme 

We will measure and estimate FREE 
of charge without any obligation. 

We are suppliers of all ranges of 
carpets, vinyl, laminated and real wood 
flooring, and have a vast amount of 
styles for you to choose from. 

All expertly htted - giving our 
customers a high standard of service 
from banning to end. 

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE... 


www.steverichmond.co.uk 

or E-Mail: steve@steverichmond.co.uk 
Tel: 016S6 648043/07774 889416 


COAL MERCHANT 


^ COLES 

Coal merchant 

Quality Coal 
Free Delivery 

25kg pre-packed Coal 
from £6.50 

® 01446 736119 
® 07791 411213 

COLES COAL MERCHANT 
Quality Solid Fuel from a well 
established local family business, 
delivered to your door. 

• House Coal • Anthracite 
• Smokeless Fuel • Logs 
We have been established for 40 years and 
can offer advice on the best type of fuel for 
you. We have 25kg pre bags available from 
£6.50 or we can deliver loose coal in 
multiples of 50kg. Discount available for 
orders over 1/2 ton. 
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Fireworks as 
town gets two 
bonfire nights 


RIVAL firework 
displays are taking 
place in Maesteg 
this year. 

The Round Table has 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


year, common sense will 
prevail in the interests of 
the town. 

“We should have a 


charge for displays display with everyone 
traditionally held a dis- held at the rugby ground, coming together, as we 
play on November 5 for Chairman Stephen have had in the past.” 
many years at the Luke said it had been Coun Phil White said 
Maesteg RFC rugby decided to mount the that both displays would 
ground. free display this year as a take place in close prox- 

However, the Round thank-you to the com- ixnity to each other in the 
Table was refused per- munity for all its support town centre. He said that 
the rugby over the yetns^ if one of the organisa- 

He said: We want to brought the display 

errro y wcrx errw rrcyo thank thC pCOplC Of thC ^ ^ , 

decided to organise its valley for all their sup- f^h;her up the valley, he 
own display on Saturday, port in raising money for would support it, 
good causes in the Llynfi 
the Valley over many years. 

Tn addition, we want 
to stage a free display on to provide a safe fire- 
November 5 this year, works display for people 


mission by 
club to stage the display 
this year as the club has 


November 6. 

In response, 

Round Table has decided 


Fireworks will be of all ages to watch and 
released from the South enjoy. This way we can 
Parade playing fields but do both.” 


the public will not be 
able to go into 
ground. 


The Round Table 
the approached Maesteg 
Town Council for finan- 


Instead, they will be cial help towards this 
encouraged to gather in event, 
the town centre with Coun Bill May said 
music and commentary that there appeared to be 
coming from the Town conflict here between the 
Hall booking office. Round Table and the 
The fireworks will be rugby club, and he sug- 
set off from behind gested that the town 
Somerfield, starting at council should keep out 
7.30pm and there should of it and make no dona- 
be a number of good tion to either. 


vantage points. 

The display is expect- 


Coun Gareth Howells 
said he was disappointed 


ed to cost the Round to see that there was no 
Table up to £2,500 and it co-operation between 


will have to meet the 
cost from its funds. 


them 

“It’s a poor show,” he 


which would normally said. “We will now end 
be donated to charity, up with two separate dis- 
Usually, the Table make plays. I hope that next 


Anti-social 
behaviour in 
Maesteg falls 


POLICE 
claimed that 
has been a 
sive' 


The Treoes Village 
Hall is re-opened 


TREOES village 
hall has now re¬ 
opened and will be 
run by a new man¬ 
agement committee 
formed at a public 
meeting. 

The hall was closed a 
few weeks ago by 
Llangan Community 
Council after the number 
of people on the old 
management committee 
dwindled to two, and 
they both felt that they 
could not carry on. 

The hall is a wooden 
building in the village 


have behaviour reported in the 
there valley in September, 
‘mas- Coun Ian Jones asked 
j . .. about the illegal parking 

• anti- centre, espe- 

social behaviour m cially outside Lloyd’s 
Maesteg town cen- Bank, and pointed out 
tre. that this was a Pact pri- 

Sgt Paul Thomas told ority. 

Maesteg Town Council He added that people 
that there used to be were also parking on 
large gangs of young- double yellow lines and 
sters congregating in the zig zags outside 
centre at night but that Plasnewydd School. He 
had “dropped off a lot.” asked for action from the 
He added: “We rarely police before someone 
get anything of that killed, 
nature now ” ^gt Thomas said that 

PC Bill May had been ^ese complaints had 
asked about the 88 inci- come up frequently and 
dents of anti-social PCSOs patrolling the 

valley every day were 
targeting illegal parking, 
especially outside 
schools. 

But he added that the 
culprits were the parents, 
who were putting their 
own children at risk. 

Coun Terry Mizen 
said that the police 
seemed reluctant to 
enforce the no parking 
on zig zags rule outside 
Nantyffyllon Primary 
School, but Sgt Thomas 
said that people did not 
park on them when 
police were present. 

Officers will be going 
at dropping off and pick¬ 
ing up times but it was 
impossible for them to 
be outside every school 
every day. 

JAYNE ISAAC 


The hall is used by 
local groups including 
the Young at Heart Club, 
Brownies and for table 
tennis. 

The council called a 
well-attended public 
meeting last week at 
which a number of peo¬ 
ple came forward to join 
the new committee. 

Villager Bill Hopkins, 
who served on the old 
committee, said he was 
pleased to see a new 
committee taking over 
and urged villagers to 
make better use of the 
hall. 

Council clerk Mari 


which was built about 30 Major said that the meet- 
years ago, but has been ing had attracted a good 
updated in recent times turn-out of villagers and 
with a new kitchen, bar, the hall had now re¬ 
heating system and dis- opened and was being 
abled toilets. It was also run by the committee 
rewired. and trustees. 


Read your GEM 
online: bridgend- 
today.co.uk 
or porthcawl- 
today.co.uk 


^ OiMWales 

Olew dros Gymru 


Win 2 Rugby Tickets 
Waies V Ali Blacks 

Nov 28" Millenium Stadium Cardiff 


The miner wll he personal^ presented mitth the ticluets by 

Shan« Williams I.R.B. World Champion 



2008*2009 

To be in Ike draw al you have to do 
it place an onter for Ga$ oil or Kero 
before Nov 19*^ 2010 

rdVr rtf. |(Ci f r kfp r» r/£*f5 


Cardiff 

02920674910 
www.oil4wales.co.uk 
E-mail sales@oll4wales.co.uk 

Boiler Service and mainteoance budget accounts 
available to cover both fuel and boiler repairs 
& maintenance 



As the managing director of Owen Fuels, I spon¬ 
sored all four Welsh rugby regions because I am 
a fanatical Welsh rugby supporter with no 
allegience to any particular region other than 
being totally committed to the success of Welsh 
rugby. 

In addition to sponsoring the region I was 
involved in sponsoring a number of Welsh junior 
rugby clubs such as Glynneath. Now with my 
new company Oil 4 Wales I am pleased to be 
able to get back to assisting Welsh rugby at all 
levels. 

A great friend and customer of mine explains 
why he chooses my heating supplies. 

“It is great to see Colin back in the oil 
distribution business, I have known Colin for 
many years and always bought my heating oil 
from his former company, Owen Fuels. I am now 
getting my heating oil from Colin’s new company 
Oil 4 Wales because of his reliability of service 
even when the weather is at its worst, and for his 
unbeatable prices.” - Max Boyce! 


Porthcawl Civic trust 
are not happy ’with 
seafront kiosk plan 


PORTHCAWL 
Civic Trust has 
slammed the deci¬ 
sion by Bridgend 
planners to grant 
planning consent to 
extend one of the 
two ice-cream 
kiosks on the 
seafront. 

The Sidoli brothers 
have been given permis¬ 
sion to extend the 
Piccolo Bar, which 
stands on the Esplanade. 

The original kiosk 
was designed in an 
Edwardian style by the 
Civic Trust itself some 
years ago. Permission 
has now been given for a 
glass extension to be 
provided on one side and 
for a flat roof to jut out 
on either side. 

In a newsletter sent to 
all members, the society 
said that the council was 
intent on inflicting fur¬ 
ther damage to the 
seafront by permitting 
this development, on top 
of allowing the ‘bottle- 
bank’ flats development 
to take place opposite. 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


The report states; 

“The society and 
Porthcawl Town Council 
objected to the applica¬ 
tion. We both considered 
that the modernistic 
design would conflict 
with that of the 
Esplanade and with the 
other kiosk at the west¬ 
ern end. 

“The society pointed 
out that it would harm 
the symmetry of the 
seafront design and the 
character of part of the 
conservation area.” 

The society also said 
it would reduce the 
amount of open space 
available for pedestrians. 

The society criticised 
the view of the council’s 
planning officer who 
reported that the pro¬ 
posed development 
would “preserve and 
enhance the character 
and appearance of the 
conservation area and 
would not affect the 
public realm area of the 


conservation area.” 

The report states that 
it is difficult to reconcile 
this with earlier state¬ 
ments that the present 
Piccolo Bar and the 
matching kiosk were 
influenced by 
Victorian/Edwardian 
design. The new exten¬ 
sions are described in his 
report as “contemporary 
and minimalist.” 

The society has 
accused the planning 
department of 
“sophistry” and said that 
members of the 
Development Control 
Committee should have 
challenged this. 

The newsletter says 
that the council has 
adopted a “cavalier atti¬ 
tude” to the preservation 
of the quality and char¬ 
acter of the Porthcawl 
Conservation Area and 
describes its action as 
“reprehensible” 

Porthcawl councillors 
are urged to pay better 
heed to the views of the 
people who live in the 
town and who elect 
them. 



AM welcomes church funding 


Mrs June Windsor 
(church secretary), 
Rev Barbara Wood, 
and Janice Gregory 
discuss plans for the 
improvements. 
OGMOREAM 
Janice Gregory, has 
welcomed the inclu¬ 
sion of a local 
church in new 
grants announced 
by the Welsh 
Assembly 
Government. 

St Peter’s Church in 
Brynna will use the 
money from the 
Community Facilities 
and Activities 


ditions in which they can 
flourish and this invest¬ 
ment will go a long way 
to meeting those condi¬ 
tions.” 

The Rev Barbara 
Wood of St Peter’s 
Church welcomed the 


news: “I am so pleased. 
I would like to thank 
Allan Shaw, June 
Windsor and Ann, along 
with Janice, who have 
been so supportive of 
this venture.” 


Programme (CFAP) to 
provide a new roof cov¬ 
ering, a new footpath, 
installation of new 
electrics and central 
heating, a disabled toilet 
facility and a kitchen 
area. Other work will 
include levelling of 
floors in both the vestry 
and the church, new car¬ 
pets and redecoration. 

Across Wales, 23 
community and volun¬ 
tary organisations will 
share £4,220,244 to help 
them support the cre¬ 
ation of new facilities 
and services. 

Janice Gregory said: 
“This is fantastic news 
for the church and the 
wider community. I was 
really impressed when I 
first saw the Rev 
Barbara Wood’s plans 
for improving the build¬ 
ing and making it a 
resource for the whole 
community. 

“I was glad to write in 
support of the grant 
application and I am 
absolutely delighted that 
they will now have the 
opportunity to go for¬ 
ward with their plans, 
thanks to this funding 
from the Welsh 
Assembly Government. 

“It is important organ¬ 
isations at grassroots 
level are given the con- 


No threat to 
police station 


THE future of 
Caerau police sta¬ 
tion is not under 
threat. 

This is what Maesteg 
Town Council was told 
by Sgt Paul Thomas fol¬ 
lowing a question from 
Coun Phil White. 

Coun White said that 
the last PACT meeting 
heard that there may be 
plans to downgrade the 
station. 

Sgt Thomas said that a 
new peso was posted 
there, bringing the total 
to three. He said that the 
question of further staff 
deployment there was 
under review. 

“But there’s no imme¬ 
diate plan to close the 
station or do anything in 
Caerau unless you know 
something I don’t,” he 
added. 

The crime figures for 
the valley presented a 
mixed picture with some 
categories up and others 
down. 

Sgt Thomas said that 
there were seven burgla¬ 
ries in the valley in 
September, with four of 
these in the Maesteg 


West ward. He said they 
were under investigation. 

He said that a special 
team had been set up 
with a detective consta¬ 
ble, experienced police 
officers plus a sergeant to 
review all the burglaries 
taking place to see if 
there was a pattern. He 
said that some arrests 
have already been made. 

He said that thefts 
were up on August - 29 
compared to 20 - and the 
vast majority of these 
were cases of shoplifting. 
Inquiries are on-going. 

There were also 24 
cases of criminal damage 
- a drop on last month 
when there were 30. 

Police have also car¬ 
ried out a licensing oper¬ 
ation in the valley to 
tackle complaints about 
underage drinking. A 
number of licensed 
premises were targeted 
and there had been some 
good results. 

Drug warrants had 
also been implemented 
and stolen property was 
often recovered in these 
raids. 

JAYNE ISAAC 
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Marvellous Maggie 
nominated for ‘care’ 
award after 34 years 


A SOUTH Wales 
care worker 
described as 
“incredible” is in 
the running for a 
top award after a 
lifetime of helping 
young people. 

Margaret Melean, 
who works for Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council, has spent 34- 
years working in resi¬ 
dential homes for chil¬ 
dren and her dedication 
has earned her a nomina¬ 
tion in this year’s Wales 
Care Awards. 

The ‘Oscars’ of the 
health care industry in 
Wales the Wales Care 
Awards are organised by 
Care Forum Wales, the 
main representative body 
of the country’s care sec¬ 
tor. 

Margaret, described 
by her co-workers as 
“incredible”, has been 
nominated in the ‘Peter 
Clarke Award’ - for pro¬ 
moting excellence in 
services for children and 
young people category, 
which is sponsored this 
year by City and Guilds. 

The awards will be 
presented at a glittering 
ceremony at City Hall, 
Cardiff, on October 29. 

In nominating 
Margaret for the award, 
Lindsay Harper head of 
service, safeguarding 


and family support at 
Bridgend council, said 
the carer was “valued 
enormously” within the 
service. 

“Over the years, 
Maggie has demonstrat¬ 
ed a massive commit¬ 
ment to our looked after 
children and young peo¬ 
ple, and has always had 
their best interests in the 
forefront in her approach 
to work.” 

Margaret currently 
manages the Cartrefle 
Community Home in 
Bridgend, which helps 
children aged over 15 
learn to live independ¬ 
ently. 

Lindsay went on: 

“The young people who 
come into residential 
care have frequently had 
a history of many place¬ 
ment breakdowns and 
before that, hugely dis¬ 
rupted and sometimes 
abusive family lives. 

“These young people 
require an enormous 
amount of understand¬ 
ing, patience and com¬ 
mitment - and over the 
past three decades 
Maggie has relentlessly 
provided this to scores 
of young people who 
have been in her care.” 

In fact Margaret has 
been so important to 
those she has helped 
look after she has 
become a parent, grand- 


THE SAGA of the 
skateboard park in 
Porthcawl is finally 
over. 

Porthcawl Town 
Council, which battled 
for months before 
obtaining planning con¬ 
sent for the project, has 
now agreed to place the 
order for the £80,000 
scheme with Maverick 
Industries, who were the 
preferred bidder. 

The Liberal 

Democrats present at the 
meeting abstained but 
the proposal was sup¬ 
ported by the 
Conservative and 
Labour members. 

Conservative group 
leader Coun David 
Deere said that work 
would start in the new 


year with completion by 
the spring. 

He said: “I am 
delighted that the coun¬ 
cil has finally concluded 
its negotiations with 
Maverick. The contracts 
will be signed as soon 
as possible and the 
scheme commenced.” 

At the meeting, Coun 
Deere invited all mem¬ 
bers to show their sup¬ 
port for the project by 
making it a unanimous 
vote, but the Liberal 
Democrats abstained. 

The park is being 
located on open land at 
Heol y Goedwig near 
the children’s play¬ 
ground but there has 
been opposition from 
some residents who are 
concerned about possi¬ 
ble noise and nuisance. 


Skate park 
gets go-ahead 


Christmas tree 
festival is a first 

THE first-ever Christmas Tree festival is 
to take place in Porthcawl this year. 



parent and even 
great-grandpar¬ 
ent figure to 
many of them. 

“Maggie 
keeps an ‘open 
house’ 
approach to 
Sunday lunch 
and frequently 
a number of 
ex-residents 
will return and 
enjoy some com¬ 
pany with 
Maggie and her staff.” 

Mario Kreft, honorary 
chief executive of Care 
Forum Wales, said: “It is 
occasions like the 
awards night that 
enables Care Forum 
Wales to recognize and 
celebrate such skills, tal¬ 
ents and commitment. 

“Our aim is to recog¬ 
nise the unstinting and 


often remarkable dedica¬ 
tion of the unsung 
heroes and heroines 
working in the care sec¬ 
tor. 

“It is a pleasure to 
honour the contribution 
of all the finalists. Each 
and every one of them 
should be very proud of 
their achievement,” he 
added. 


SUPERMARKET IS 
NEEDED IN OGMORE 


OGMORE Valley Community Council is to 
contact leading supermarkets and invite them 
to build a store in the valley. 

The council is keen to see a new food store pro¬ 
vided so that residents no longer have to travel out 
of the valley. 

Chairman Enyd Lock said that the Co-operative 
was keen to open a new supermarket but had been 
unable to find a suitable site. 

She said that the washery site at the entrance to 
Ogmore Vale had been talked about for years but a 
land reclamation scheme has never been carried out 
and there are no signs that money will be available 
for one in the foreseeable future. 

“I know that they looked at the old Olympia cin¬ 
ema site in High Street, which would be in the 
heart of the shopping area but there is no parking 
there and that’s crucial now,” she said. 

“We also thought that some land may be avail¬ 
able at the entrance to the Penllwyngwent Industrial 
Estate near the surgery and clinic but apparently 
there’s no land available. It’s very disappointing.” 

She said that everyone depended on the small 
food shops in the valley and without them, people 
would have nothing. 

“We are keeping our fingers crossed that we can 
get a new development like they have in the Garw 
where the Co-op has built a new supermarket,” she 
added. 

The Community Council is currently working on 
projects in conjunction with BCBC and others to 
enhance the valley. The schemes include the 
restoration of the railway platforms at Ogmore 
Vale, upgrading the remembrance shelter at 
Pricetown Square and also repairs to the clock at 
the square. 

JAYNE ISAAC 

Coastal path plan 
set for Rest Bay 

THE cost of providing a path from the 
end of West Drive to Rest Bay could be 
as high as £430,000, Porthcawl Town 
Council has been told. 

The council is prepared to put up £20,000 
towards the cost and the Countryside Council for 
Wales is being asked to put up the rest of the fund¬ 
ing from the Coastal Access Programme fund. 

The potential walk and cycle path would run on 
the seaward side of the road. Construction costs 


It will be staged at All Saint’s Church in conjunc¬ 
tion with Porthcawl Rotary Club from Wednesday, 
December 8 to Friday, December 10. 

Organisations will be invited to place a decorated 
tree in the church and it is hoped that there will be a 
wonderful display of trees during the festival. 

Christmas events will also be staged over the 
three days by schools and other organisations. 
Proceeds from the event will be donated to local 
charities. 

Organisations are currently being invited to par¬ 
ticipate and private companies can also take part by 
providing a decorated tree. 

Anyone interested should contact Robert Snell at 
20, Acorn Walk, Bridgend, or e-mail www.dawnan- 
drobert@hotmail.com. 


have been estimated at £430,000 if a buff coloured 
tarmacadam surface is used - which is the preferred 
option of the town council, and also of landowner 
Richard Knight. 

The path would go across Lock’s Common, 
which is privately owned. The second estimate 
using normal black tar surfacing, is £343,000. 

The scheme is being put together by BCBC’s 
coastal access project officer Alison Roberts. She 
has submitted initial design plans and a brief to 
CCW for the scheme and she is awaiting approval 
from the EU department which controls the release 
of the funding. 

Council engineers have been involved and a 
planning application is to be submitted shortly. 



ABOVE: Dr Elwyn Davies, PC Steven Carpenter, Coun Alana Davies, 
Elight Lieutenant Sandford and Kathryn Durbin. 


Careers convention is set for 
a long and prosperous life 


MORE than 40 exhibitors have been 
thanked by the 14-19 Network for their 
involvement in a careers convention that 
has helped thousands of young people in 
Bridgend County Borough. 

The Bridgend 14-19 Learning Pathways Careers 
Convention - now in its sixth year - is organised by 
the 14-19 Network and has seen more than 9,000 
year-10 pupils visiting Bridgend College’s Pencoed 
Campus over that period. 

Featuring local businesses and organisations keen 
to give pupils a chance to talk about career options, 
the exhibitors were thanked at a special breakfast 
meeting where they were presented with certificates 
to mark their generous contributions towards the 
success of the scheme. 

Kathryn Durbin, group manager of post-14 educa¬ 
tion at Bridgend County Borough Council (BCBC), 
said: “The breakfast meeting was a chance for us to 
show our appreciation for the loyalty and commit¬ 
ment that organisations and businesses have shown 
over the years.” 


NEWS FROM PORTHCAWL 
TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD 

Brian proves fine 
stand-in speaker 

AT the October meeting, we welcomed 
our chairman back into the fold after she 
suffered a broken wrist, and she thanked 
her deputy, Shirley Masterman for stand¬ 
ing in for her. 

We heard sad news about the loss of one of our 
members, Elsie Walton, and a minute’s silence was 
held. 

We had a lovely letter from our twin guild in 
Mansfield. 

Some of our ladies visited the law courts in 
Cardiff which proved to be very popular. 

Our Christmas fayre is to be held on November 19 
at the Fairways Hotel, to which all will be made very 
welcome. 

Due to ill health our speaker was unable to attend, 
but we were very fortunate to be able to welcome Mr 
Brian Habberfield, who entertained us with a variety 
of CDs which took us along the beautiful coastline 
of Wales to the lovely architecture of Prague. We 
thank him of standing in at such short notice. 

Our next meeting will be on November 10 at All 
Saints Church at 2pm to which all are welcome. If all 
goes according to plan we will be having a musical 
afternoon. 

Freda Rodger 

Jubilee group gets 
a new chairman 


PORTHCAWL 
Chamber of Trade 
president Lindsay 
Morgan is to be 
invited to chair a 
new Diamond 
Jubilee committee 
in the town. 

The previous chair¬ 
man, former town mayor 
David Richards, resigned 
after complaining about 
town council interference 
in the running of the 
committee, which he put 
together himself. 

It is understood that 
most of his committee 
have also resigned. 

Coun leader David 
Deere asked him to 


reconsider, but he has 
decided to stick to his 
guns and, as a result, the 
matter was again dis¬ 
cussed by Porthcawl 
Town Council. 

Mr Morgan, who is 
also Lord of the Manor of 
Kenfig, is active within 
Porthcawl and has been a 
dynamic president of the 
chamber of trade. He is 
also behind a new group 
recently set up called 
‘Porthcawl Having Fun’. 

Coun Deere is deter¬ 
mined that the town will 
mark the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 2012 
in style and has promised 
the children lots of street 
parties, with plenty of 
“jelly and ice cream.” 


The awards were presented by Coun Alana 
Davies, cabinet member for children and young peo¬ 
ple, and Hilary Anthony, executive director (chil¬ 
dren) at BCBC, in the Seasons Restaurant at 
Bridgend College. 

Coun Davies said: “Many organisations exhibit at 
the Bridgend 14-19 Learning Pathways Careers 
Convention and we are extremely grateful for all 
their contributions. They give pupils and students an 
invaluable insight into the different educational and 
learning opportunities that are available to them and 
stress the importance of developing skills for 
employability.” 

Ward mergers 
are welcomed 


NEWS that bor¬ 
ough council wards 
in Porthcawl are to 
be merged, and the 
overall number of 
councillors 
increased has been 
received by 

Porthcawl Town 
Council. 

A report from the 
Local Government 
Boundary Commission 
for Wales has recom¬ 
mended merging the 
Newton and Porthcawl 
East wards to create one 
new ward returning three 
councillors - an increase 
of one. 

The commission also 
wants to see Nottage 
merged with Porthcawl 
West Central - again 
returning one extra coun¬ 
cillor, boosting the num¬ 
ber to three. 

The only ward to 
remain unchanged is 
Rest Bay. The changes 
do not affect the wards 
on Porthcawl Town 
Council which will 
remain as they are now. 

The changes should 
come into effect in time 


for the 2012 council elec¬ 
tions. 

Consultation is under 
way at present on these 
draft proposals and once 
comments have been 
received, they will be 
considered and final pro¬ 
posals produced, which 
will then have to be 
approved by the Welsh 
Assembly Government. 

The changes could be 
beneficial to the 
Conservative Party, with 
a large Tory vote in 
Newton making it hard 
for Labour’s Alana 
Davies to hold onto her 
seat in Porthcawl East. 

There could also be 
problems for Liberal 
Democrat Norah Clarke 
who represents Nottage. 
Again, a large 
Conservative vote in 
West Central could over¬ 
whelm the Lib Dem vote 
in Nottage. 

The town council has 
decided to make no com¬ 
ment on the proposals 
and to leave it to the indi¬ 
vidual political parties 
involved to make their 
views known to the com¬ 
mission. 


MAESTEG’S new 
University of the 
Third Age (U3A) 
has held a very suc¬ 
cessful inaugural 
lecture. 

The speaker was Mr 
Gwyn Petty of 
Porthcawl, but originally 
from Maesteg, who 
spoke about Dr Richard 
Price of Tynton, 
Llangeinor. 

Dr Price was the first 
cousin of the maid of 
Cefn Ydfa and became 
the father of life insur¬ 
ance, drawing up the 
actuarial tables still in 
use today. 

Avril Jones chaired the 
meeting, held at Central 
Church Hall, Maesteg, 
and information about 
the group’s finances and 
the formation of special 
interest groups was pre¬ 


sented by Chris Gilbert. 

The next meeting will 
be next Tuesday, October 
26, also at Central 
Church hall when the 
topic will be energy con¬ 
servation in the home. 

It will be delivered by 
Colin Cornwell and 
everyone attending is 
asked to bring along a 
clean handkerchief! 

At the meeting, mem¬ 
bers will be able to meet 
the convenors of the spe¬ 
cial interest groups 
already planned. Topics 
to be covered include 
gardening, computing, 
music, walks, literature 
and crafts. 

Organisers are keen to 
meet the wishes of mem¬ 
bers in providing groups 
on a variety of subjects. 
A warm welcome awaits 
anyone interested in 
attending meetings. 


Maesteg U3A 
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Half marathon for the JAM 
Fund as great work goes on 


THE Barry-based 
charity JAM Fund 
once again enjoyed 
a successful day at 
the Cardiff Half 
Marathon, which 
took place on 
Sunday, October 17. 

The charity, The Jamie 
Adamson Memorial 
Fund was established in 
2005 by Nicola and Paul 
Adamson in memory of 
their five-year-old son 
Jamie, who sadly passed 
away in 2004 after a two- 
year battle with 
leukaemia. 

The charity aims to 
help children throughout 
Wales and the rest of the 
UK who are suffering 
from cancer and any 
other serious illness, and 
also supports families 
who have lost a child. 

Charity chairman, 
Paul Adamson, said: 
“Initially, we were aim¬ 
ing to raise just a few 
thousand pounds as a 
thank you to the chil¬ 
dren’s cancer unit in 
Cardiff, but the charity 
has surpassed our expec¬ 
tations and has now 
raised in excess of 


£250,000. 

“This is due entirely to 
the generosity of the pub¬ 
lic throughout the UK 
and private businesses 
who have also helped 
us.” 

This year, the JAM 
Fund had a team of 25 
runners and they all did 
themselves and the chari¬ 
ty proud as they complet¬ 
ed the course wearing the 
easily recognisable team 
running vests. 

The vests were spon¬ 
sored this year by local 
business C J Contract 
Travel Services. Our 
thanks to Chris and 
Marie for their support. 

To take part in the half 
marathon people have to 
be 17 years of age, and 
this year Paul’s son, Sam, 
ran with his father for the 
first time in memory of 
his younger brother. 

Youth prevailed over 
experience with Sam 
posting a time of Ihr 
44min for the course. 

“I managed to stay 
with him for the first five 
miles,” said Paul, “but 
after that, the old legs 
couldn't keep up!” 

The team had a wide 


range of abilities repre¬ 
senting it and the fastest 
runner was Dave Brown 
from Barry, who man¬ 
aged to complete the 
course in an excellent Ihr 
28 mins. 

Paul added: “The team 
doesn’t consist of just 
runners, we also had 
excellent support all the 
way around the course 
and I would like to thank 
our supporters for the 
sterling work they did for 
us, encouraging us all to 
keep going when aching 
limbs said otherwise!” 

This year, the charity 
has donated more than 
£20,000 to children, hos¬ 
pitals and special schools 
in Cardiff and the Vale. 

Six children’s wards at 
the University Hospital 
of Wales have received 
£1,000 each for medical 
equipment not in their 
budget. 

Twelve children in 
south Wales suffering 
from cancer, shared 
£4,000 for lap tops, i- 
pods and garden play¬ 
houses. 

Eight children locally 
shared another £4,000 for 
specialist sensory equip¬ 
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ment and three special 
schools in Cardiff and the 
Vale also shared in 
games consoles and fur¬ 
ther specialist play thera¬ 
py equipment. 

The JAM Fund also 
donated £1,000 to each 
of three children who 
needed to travel to the 
USA for surgical proce¬ 
dures not covered by the 
NHS. The mum of the 
first child has been in 
touch to say the opera¬ 
tion was a success. 

The JAM Fund’s main 
focus is the running of a 
luxury static caravan 
sited at Manorbier 
Country Park in 
Pembrokeshire. This is 
offered free of charge to 


children from all over the 
UK for respite holidays. 

Many children from 
the Vale have used the 
facility, which is central¬ 
ly heated, double glazed 
and has all the mod cons 
necessary. The charity 
has also purchased a 
£25k wheelchair-adapted 
minibus which has been 
donated to Martin House 
children's hospice in 
Yorkshire, where family 
and friends also raise 
funds. 

For full details of the 
work the charity does, 
and to see where funds 
have been used, please 
visit the website 
WWW. jamfund. co. uk. 


PA 

Preparations are 
underway for Vale 
2012 Eisteddfod 


THE National 
Eisteddfod comes to 
the Vale in two 
years time and 
preparations are 
well under way. 

As The GEM was 
going to press this week, 
a meeting was being 
held at Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg in Barry to 
form the following com¬ 
mittees: folk, dance, 
visual arts, drama, 
recitation, music, learn¬ 
ers, literature, cerdd- 
dant, science and tech¬ 
nology, communica¬ 
tions, finance, accom¬ 
modation and technical. 

The National 

Eisteddfod attracts 


150,000-160,000 visi¬ 
tors every year, and is 
held alternately in north 
and south Wales. 

It will run from 
August 4-11 in 2012 in 
the Vale, and the organis¬ 
er, Hywel Wyn Edwards 
said: “The response of 
the public has been 
excellent, and we’re now 
looking forward to start¬ 
ing work on the 2012 
National Eisteddfod in 
earnest.” 

If people have been 
unable to attend either of 
the two meetings so far, 
there is still time to get 
involved. For more 
details, contact the 
Eisteddfod office on 
0845 4090 400. 


MP’s surgeries 


VALE MP Alun Cairns, will he holding 
surgeries for advice and assistance on 
Friday, October 22, at the following loca¬ 
tions: 

1.30pm - 3pm at Buttrills Community Centre, 
North Walk, Barry. 

4pm - 5.30pm at The Gathering Place, 
Elemingston Road, St Athan. 

Anyone in the Vale is welcome to attend, but sur¬ 
geries are very busy, and it is advisable to call 01446 
403814 to make an appointment. 
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Care homes aim 
to raise £5,000 for 
Help for Heroes 



Natalie Morris has an ambitious target. 


THIS autumn. The 
Manor House St 
Hilary Limited, 
which owns hoth 
The Manor House 
and Milsom House 
Nursing Homes, has 
set itself the ambi¬ 
tious target of try¬ 
ing to raise £5,000 
for Help the 
Heroes. 

It aims to do this 
from a variety of spon¬ 
sored events including a 
craft fair, car boot sale 
and raffles. The 
fundraising has started 
and a total of £348 has 
already been collected. 

Various members of 
staff have joined in with 
fundraising, taking part 
in a 10k run in Cardiff 


and a sponsored slim. 
They were particularly 
impressed by the loss of 
two stone by one mem¬ 
ber of staff - who prom¬ 
ised more to come. 

Every year, the resi¬ 
dents of The Manor 
House have a carol serv¬ 
ice followed by a lunch, 
and this year this event 
will be in aid of Help 


for Heroes. 

The Manor House 
hopes that a lot of peo¬ 
ple will donate to the 
charity, which supports 
wounded servicemen. 

They can make dona¬ 
tions at The Bay Tree, 
High Street Cowbridge, 
Milsom House, St 
Athan, or The Manor 
House at St Hilary. 


‘Much loved church 
must be protected/ 
say Barry councillors 



RIGHT: 
Councillors Rob 
Curtis and Margaret 
Wilkinson say they 
hope the public will 
keep an eye on the 
Church of St Dyfan 
and St Teilo, after 
thieves stole lead 
flashing from it. 

BARRY council¬ 
lors, Rob Curtis 
and Margaret 
Wilkinson, have 
called on local resi¬ 
dents and the 
police to remain 
vigilant after scrap 
metal thieves stole 
lead flashing from 
St Dyfan and St 
Teilo’s Church - 
known locally as 
Merthyr Dyfan 
Church. 

The church is built 
on reputedly the oldest 
Christian site in Wales. 

It originates from about 
180AD when Pope 
Eleutherius sent two 
priests to Britain, St 
Dyfan and St Eagan. 

It was at the site that 
St Dyfan was buried - 
Merthyr is a corruption 
of the Latin word 


Martyrium meaning 
burial place. 

Coun Curtis told The 
GEM: “I know how 
important this building 
is in history. Its is 
believed to go back to 
the earliest Christians in 
Wales. 

“We must do our best 
to protect this valuable 
and precious history. 

“Locally, I know this 
ancient church is loved 
by believers and non¬ 
believers alike. I call on 
both local residents and 
the police to keep a 


tighter vigil on this 
cherished site. 

“To help pay for the 
recent theft damage, I 
will be holding a ‘Hot 
Soup and Crusty Roll 
Lunch’ at my home on 
Saturday, November 13, 
at 12.30noon. 

“Everyone is wel¬ 
come, tickets are £3 and 
all funds raised will go 
to the repair work for 
Merthyr Dyfan Church. 

Telephone 01446 
736287for further 
details. ” 


Mini bins to tackle dog 
ends and chewing gum 


AS part of the Welsh 
Assembly 
Government-sup- 
ported Tidy Towns 
project, the Vale 
Council’s enforce¬ 
ment team has been 
distributing free 
reusable pocket- 
sized mini bins to 
residents, visitors 
and local retailers 
this autumn. 

The dual purpose 
mini bin is approxi¬ 
mately three square 


inches in size and pro¬ 
vides a safe and clean 
solution for the disposal 
of cigarette butts, chew¬ 
ing gum and more. 

The enforcement 
team has been distribut¬ 
ing mini bins through¬ 
out town centres to high 
street retailers, local 
pubs, restaurants and 
other small businesses. 
The aim is to raise 
awareness of what we 
do with our litter - 
specifically in this 
instance with gum and 
cigarettes. 


Vale enforcement 
officer Steve Abdulla, 
said: ‘‘It is an offence to 
litter. In the Vale, if you 
are caught, a minimum 
fine of £75 will be 
issued. 

The council cannot 
post out mini bins. 
Interested retailers can 
contact the council. 
Supplies are limited and 
the team will distribute 
them on a first come, 
first served basis. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
700111. 
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Anita's « Little Lambs Boutique 

“Specialist Baby and Childrenswear shop 
located in Bridgend Town Centre ” 


• Clothing: 

0 to 12 years 

• Christening 
Wear 

•Dance Wear 

• Nursery 
Goods 

• Personalised 
Gifts 

• Special 
Occasion 
Wear 




NOWIN 

A UTUMN/WINTER 
DESIGNS 


24 Dunraven Place, Bridgend CF31 IDL 

01656 654886 

WWW. littlelambs-boutique. co. uk 



Fun Foundations Day Nursery 

Educate that is child-centred, adventurous 
and exciting for all!! 

All staff have relevant childcare qualifications. 

School service - this may include dropping off 
and/or collecting from the local schools. 

Exclusive parking. 

Fresh food prepared daily on the premises. 
Opening Weekdays excluding Bank Holidays 
7.30 - 6.00 

Catering for ages 6 weeks to 5 years. 

We ore open for the Cowbridge Food and Wine 
Festival. There will be Halloween activities 
running for your children to join in with 
no cnorges. If you ore considering 
using childcare, this is the perfect 
opportunity to take o look around! 

Open weekdays (excluding bank holidays) 7.30-6.00 
Catering for ages 6 weeks to 5 years.Tel: 01446 771117 
www.funfoundationdaynursery.co.uk 


Fun Foundation 
Day Nursery 

Vale Forge, North Road, We look forward 

Cowbridge CF71 7DF to seeing you! 

- > / . ' , \i,ii i 


ANNUAL REINDEER PARADE GOES ON! 



An ideal time for 
getting together 
for family portrait 


H alf-term 

is the ideal 
time to get 
the clan together for 
a family portrait. 

Mark has developed 
a beautiful style and 
approach to capturing 
families at their most 
natural. His portrait 
sittings are both infor¬ 
mal and fun, capturing 
energy and personality 
in images you’ll be 
proud to hang in your 
home. There are many 
frame styles and can¬ 


vas sizes to choose 
from, as well as having 
the odd loose image 
printed for family and 
friends. 

As another creative 
alternative, Mark is 
also offering a canvas 
print and wrap service- 
from your own images. 
Simply drop off your 
favourite image and 
Mark will have it 
printed, wrapped and 
ready for Christmas. 
www.thecanvaswrap. 

com 


THE chairman of 
Cowbridge Chamber of 
Trade said it is “antlers 
ahead” for the Reindeer 
Parade which is little more 
than a month away. 

At one stage, it seemed as if 
one of the town’s great traditions 
was in danger of falling by the 
wayside because of issues involv¬ 
ing road closure and traffic man¬ 
agement on the day. 

Local chamber chairman, Alun 


John told The GEM: “Now that 
everything has been resolved, we 
have got the go-ahead. 

“I want to thank Inspector 
Mark Taylor of Cowbridge police, 
all the councillors and council 
officers for enabling it to happen. 

“There has been a lot of hard 
work to deal with the issues of 
road closure and traffic manage¬ 
ment.” 

The Reindeer Parade is tradi¬ 
tionally held on the last Sunday of 
November, and draws people not 


just from the Vale, but other parts 
of Wales and England too. 

Alun added: “We are going to 
have Santa and the reindeer, on¬ 
street entertainment and a stage at 
the town hall as normal. 

“It is a way for the local traders 
to thank customers for their loyal¬ 
ty and support.” 

The parade will start at the 
police station and go through the 
town to Millfield Drive, and back 
to the town hall. 


St Aubin Nurseries MD says: 
"because your child matters’ 


S T AUBIN 

brings my love 
of children to 
all our nurseries 
and with my ever- 
developing moving 


Because 
your child 
matters 


Ble mae pob 
plentyn yn 
bwysig 


target of improve¬ 
ments, the wellbe¬ 
ing of all the chil¬ 
dren is my driving 
force. 

Your child will 
receive the very best 


love, care and education 
in our child-centered 
worlds, delivered by a 
wonderful dedicated 
team who have worked 
together for years. 

Our expertise has 


Tel/Ffoniwch 

01446 

688222 


PENARTH 

BARRY 

VICTORIA PARK 
CANTON 
CARDIFF 


-S* AuDin 15 coming ta 

Moe Sant Aubm yn do^ 


old h«!nl*b ccntr*^ 
y> hen iccHyo 


www.staubinnurseries.co.uk 


info@staubinnurseries.co.uk 


been tried and tested. I 
have been looking after 
the children of Cardiff 
and the Vale for more 
than 20 years. Check out 
our many awards and 
CSSIW reports by log¬ 
ging onto our website 
www.staubinnurseries.co 
.uk or speak to other 
parents of the nurseries 
via our forum on the 
website. We can assure 
you that your child mat¬ 
ters to all of us. 

I am so sure you will 
be very happy with your 
child being part of the St 
Aubin family, I am giv¬ 
ing you the opportunity 
to register your child for 
our new nursery in 
Cowbridge, or to take up 
the offer of a Welsh 
nursery place in our new 
Welsh unit in Penarth 
before the end of 
January, and I will give 
you 10 per cent of your 
child’s first six months’ 
fees. 

This will give us time 
to prove to you we will 
offer your child the very 
best start in life. 

Telephone me on 029 
2070 8112 or e mail 
info @ staubinnurseries. c 
o.uk today to take up 
this offer. 

Sue Evans, 

Managing Director of 
St Aubin Nurseries. 


Parties with a differance 

One of the UK’s spectacuiar 
Childrens’ Entertainers 

‘Watch your little one^ 
face when we turn up!’ |^, 

Well-known 
childrens’ 
characters 
arrive at your 
party - sing, 
dance and 
entertain 
your little 
ones! 


Latest: 

Cinderella’s Ball 
Theme Party now added 
to our collection! 


Boys' and girls' characters available 
01443 230813 or 07821 001126 
www.partyswithadifferance.co.uk 


Halloween and Christmas 
have arrived at Ruckleys 




for mothers and mothers to be 

Join our toy savings club 



98 Holton Rd Barry CF63 4HJ 


(in between New Look and Burtons) 

Tel 01446 700006 


R uckleys is 

all prepared 
for 

Halloween with a 
selection of spooky 
hats, costumes, 
masks and acces¬ 
sories. 

They are looking for¬ 
ward to a busy 
Christmas too! Join their 
Christmas toy saving 
scheme for soon-to- 
arrive quality wooden 
toys, and a wide choice 
of dolls prams, Moses 
baskets and cribs. 

There will be every¬ 
thing your little girl 
would be delighted to 
have this Christmas. 

Open a savings 
account by October 31 
and receive 10 per cent 
discount. Conditions 
apply. 

Ruckleys is open from 
Monday-Saturday, 
9.30am-5.30pm and 
Sundays llam-4pm. 

Call into 98 Holton 
Road, Barry, or tele¬ 
phone 01446 700006. 



AM uomw ^fi ro 'wmtiv po-fr^ir 


Psri'flit SnbrTQ Portrait VcucH*^ tfrwiiwblw 

6itt f€4 

PnnN am liMir 4 « CIS 


kift 



fm gtrf lAw Sit* roMyry cmV Mmrk 

Viw. a»... 

t: 01446 772999 








































18 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, October 21st, 2010 



Children's Choices 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Free half-term swimming 
for youngsters in the Vale 


T he half-term pro¬ 
gramme of activities for 
youngsters at the Vale’s 
leisure centres includes the 
start of new free swimming 
sessions at weekends. 

The free swimming slots, intro¬ 
duced thanks to a Welsh Assembly 
Government initiative, will let under- 
16s swim for free every Saturday and 
Sunday at the following times: 

Barry Leisure Centre: 12pm-lpm; 
Penarth Leisure Centre: lpm-2pm; 
Llantwit Major Leisure Centre: 1pm- 
3pm. 

These are in addition to the free 
swimming sessions that also form a 
key part of each centre’s half-term 
programme, where youngsters can 
take to the pool without dipping into 


their pockets at specified times from 
Monday to Friday. 

They can also choose from a range 
of other free water-based activities 
such as snorkelling, water-polo and a 
rookie lifeguards course. 

Other highlights of the half-term 
programme of activities include free 
running and trampolining at 
Cowbridge Leisure Centre, activity 
days and football at Llantwit Major 
Leisure Centre, racquet sports and 
gymnastics at Penarth Leisure Centre, 
as well as dodgeball and a Halloween 
soft play party at Barry Leisure 
Centre. Many of the activities cost 
just £1. 

For full details, pick up a pro¬ 
gramme from your local leisure centre 
or go online at www.valeofglamor- 
gan.gov. uk/leisurecentres. 



Half Term 

Activities 

\\ 


At the Viile of Glamorgun's Leisure Centres 


OodjgeiMill, free mnnirq^ racquet sports, football ar>d 
new free ewimmipg seesKms are anaong tbe acttvlilee 
on offet for youngsters this Half Tetm al the Letsure 
Centres In Barry, Cowbridge. Llantwe Major and 
Renaith. Get invohed! Cai into your nesreec 
ItMurt Centre lo find out nnore or go online at... 


www.vsleofRl.^rnor^an.ftov uk/leisurecentres 


Nxt 2 New - 

Try us, before you 
think about buying 
anything new! 



Baby, Toddler & Accessories 
Tel. 0777* 047653 


Range of Prams, new and like new items, Moses 
Baskets, Cots and BumbosToys, New and Nearly 
New Clothes. Monsoon, Jasper Conran, Adidas, 
Timberland plus many more designer names. 

Newborn to age 3 years • Baby Gifts 
• We also buy Quality Items and Clothing 
New stock arriving every fortnight. Cash payments oniy. 


NOW OPEN AT: 292 Holton Rood^ BARRY 

_ (lop of Weston Hill) _ 


Open 10am - 5pm Monday to Saturday 
(Half day Wednesday 10am-1 pm) 


N xt 2 NEW 
opened in 
July 2010 on 
Holton Road, at the 
top of Western Hill, 
Barry. 

They sell an impres¬ 
sive selection of toys, 
new and nearly new 
clothes, and a choice of 
quality prams, buggies, 
Moses baskets and baby 
gifts. 

All stock is in excel¬ 
lent condition and well 
worth checking out. 

For some great 
Christmas gift ideas, call 
into Nxt 2 New and see 
the lovely stock on dis¬ 
play. You won’t be dis¬ 
appointed. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, call into Nxt 2 New 
or call 07772 047653. 


Exciting Street & 
Pop Dance Classes 



Every Sunday - BARRY 
Every Tuesday - PYLE 
Every Thursday - PENARTH 
Every Friday - LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Every Saturday - NORTH CORNELLY 


We teach from 3 years to adults 


For further information 
& ciass times 

07974 904181 



or visit www.popstarsdancestudios.co.uk 


_ h 

Gifts for Children 
(and adults) 

Handmade Fairtrade 
Organic & Recycled 
Products 

Abundance of Handmade 
Locally Produced Gifts 
including Nursery Items 

4 High Street, 
Barry CF62 7D2 
01446 721339 

A choice of hand-made 
locally produced gifts 

IFTED, situated at 4 High Street, 
is certainly making its mark in 
Barry. 

At present. Gifted stock the very popular Baby 
Crocs crocheted in assorted colours and sizes, plus 
the very popular handmade Welsh sweets made by 
‘Brays’, an old established Welsh company. 

They are continuing to stock their best-selling 
lines, ‘Littlecote’ organic body products, and have 
new lines of jewellery, wine glasses and tumblers 
all made from recycled glass, by the Green Glass 
Co, plus a range of eco-friendly candles. 

Come and browse when you’re on High Street! 




Spooky goings-on 
planned at Cosmeston 
during Halloween! 


ON Saturday, 
October 30, from 
6pm-9.30pm, 
things get spooky at 
Cosmeston 
Medieval Village! 

The 14th century re¬ 
constructed village will 
be holding its annual 
Halloween event. 

Visitors to Cosmeston 
- which has been the 
subject of investigations 
by paranormal research 
groups - will experience 
the reconstructed 
medieval village shroud¬ 
ed in darkness! 

At night, the past 
comes even closer! 

Entertainment will 
consist of fortune telling, 
Halloween games such 
as the ever-popular ‘hunt 
the monk’, the ‘Web of 
Fear’, spooky tales of 
ghosts and ghouls and. 


of course, the fancy 
dress competition. 

A spokesman said: 
“This year, the competi¬ 
tion is open to children 
and grown ups! A chal¬ 
lenge for everyone to 
wear their creepiest 
clothes! 

“Also for the grown 
ups, there is the Ivy 
Bush Tavern where they 
can fortify themselves 
with medieval ales and 
wines. 

“Hog roast, hot food 
and drink will also be 
available.” 

Please note that this is 
a family event and chil¬ 
dren must be accompa¬ 
nied by an adult. 

For more information, 
please call 029 2070 
1678. The entrance fee 
is adults £5, concessions 
£3, family (2+3) £12. 


swesw. 

at Dyffryn Gardens 

October 29th & 30th 

6.00pm - 8.30pm 

Are you brave enough 
to enter the gardens 
this Halloween? 

Join us for guided walks, spooky stories, 
Halloween mask making and much more. 
Advanced ticket sales only. 

£6.00 (Child/Concession £4, 

Family 2+2 £16.00) 

For more information 
call 029 20593328 or visit ^ 

www.dyffryngardens.com , - 



• r 


H ere at The 
Three 

Horseshoes, 
Moulton, we are a 
very popular pub, 
with plenty to suit 
the whole family. 

The playbam has a 
range of new equipment 
and can boast a safe 
environment for all year 
round, indoor fun for 
children. 

We serve an array of 
traditional home-cooked 
food with local Welsh 
produce. 

Specialities include 
Welsh black beef and 
Welsh wines and beers. 

There are pensioners’ 
specials available 
Monday-Friday. 
Traditional Sunday 
lunch is also a great 
favourite, with hal¬ 
lo ween, Bonfire Night 
and Christmas party 
bookings now being 
taken. 

Our beautiful country 
pub has so much to offer 
- visit us soon! 


The Three Horseshoes 
invites GEM readers - 

to see how much they have 
on offer, for children too! 


THE THREE 
HORSESHOES 

Moulton, Near Barry 
Tel. (01446) 710428 


u 

u u 



New equipment in the 
Playbarn, plus Tace Painting’ 
during school holidays. 

HALLOWEEN PARTY 

Saturday 30th October 5.30-7.30pm 

£5.95 per child; Spooky games, drink & a cake 

BONFIRE NIGHT 
Friday 5th November 

5.30pm onwards with live entertainment 
£4 per person; £10 family ticket (2+2) 

From Monday 1 st November onwards: 

KIDS EAT FREE 
MONDAYS TO THURSDAYS 



::;all hallows eve:;; 

V COSMESTON MEDIEVAL VILLAGE V 
^ 30th OCTOBER G^OOpm - 9.30pm ^ 


V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 
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The 

Cosmeston 

Miimmiic 

tmttnttfjD 

Mummers 

Spooky 

Games 


TALES 

OF 

TERROR 

FORTUNE 

TELLING 


CHILDRENS AND GROWN UPS FANCY DRESS COMPETITION 
MEDIEVAL ALES, WINES AND HOT FOOD 

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED DY AN ADDLT 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 02920 701678 


V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 
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ADULTS £5; Family [2&3] £12; Concesslons/children £3.00 
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A family run business that 
has been established since 1998. 

Stocking a wide selection of dry goods, live 
food, fish and reptiles, plus other loose pet 
food and supplies. 

Friendly, knowledgeable and qualified staff 
are always on hand to give advice on any 
problems you may have, from cold water 
or tropical fish to reptiles, amphibians, 
insects or general pets. 

PRICES AND SERVICE 
IS SECOND TO NONE! 

If you can’t find what you need, 
products can be ordered upon request 
at sensible prices. 

New MARINE SECTION opening soon! 

Please call soon 

02920 709450 

88 Plassey Street, 
PENARTH CF64 lEP 

Open Monday - Saturday 9.30 - 5.30; 

Sundays 10.30 - 4pm and Bank Holidays 10.30 - 4pm. 


M 


and older cats- 
All needing a new famllyl 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipp ed 

Tel: (01656) 721496 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 737827 or 01656 653456 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Anybody who wants clothes collecting, 
please contact the above telephone numbers 

Annual show will 
travel the world 
in 80 minutes! 

T he Vale’s Sally Parfitt School of 
Dance has announced that all the 
girls who entered the Royal 
Academy School of Dance Grade 1 and 
Grade 3 exams passed with merits and 
distinctions. 

The girls have now started practising for the 
annual dance show ‘Around the world in 80 min¬ 
utes’, which will be staged in spring 2011. 

The dance school is based in Cowbridge on 
Mondays, and Llantwit Major on Wednesdays. 

For more information, contact Sally on 01639 
830017. 


'Our cats are in 
desperate need of 
kind and loving 
new homes’ - MAWS 


• PAMPOLINA • CATIMINI • CAKEWALK 

o I 


M aesteg 

Animal 

Welfare 

Society needs your 
help to rehome cats. 

In 1985, three people 
in Maesteg wanted to 
improve animal welfare 
and so Maesteg Animal 
Welfare Society 
(MAWS) was born. 

MAWS is a small 
charity run entirely by 
volunteers - most funds 
are generated from our 
charity shop in 4, 

Church Street, Maesteg. 
Please visit us if you are 
in the area (opposite the 
bus station). 

Currently, we have an 


abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family or indi¬ 
vidual to care for them. 

We rehome many cats 
and dogs throughout the 
valleys, Bridgend and 
the Vale, and we are des¬ 
perate for new homes. 

We have had to intro¬ 
duce a waiting list 
before we can take in 
any more. 

Please contact 01656 
721496 or 01656 
653456 if you can offer 
a home. 

Any donations, bric-a- 
brac or any unwanted 
items, please call our 
shop 01656 738977 or 
01656 721496. 



Cycle shop with 
expert advice 
and service... 





5 The next generation 
strut their stuff... 

- ' 

_ 

10% Discount during 
Cowbridge Fashion Week 


^ 01446 772104 


j (Situated near Town Hail car park bridge) 


|jiinit«d Edition Prints 
and Original Paintings 
Coastal landsoapos 
and Children 

Booking for Commiseione now 
ivig or e mail Sue on: 

Tel; 01446 773012 
MobCTSI 2 249788 
E: $ue^$ue(ncdonagh.oo.uic 





H r cycles, 

established 
in 1991 by 
Hadyn Rees, is still 
racing along with 
Haydn at the top of 
his form. 

He is supported by 
Stuart Thom as service 
and spares manager (14 
years with the shop), and 
Tom David, mechanic 
and general sales. 

The shop specialises 
in giving friendly, expert 
service and advice, and 


quality repair work of all 
types, including wheel 
building and hydraulic 
brake systems at reason¬ 
able rates. 

Both Stuart,( who is 
old enough to know bet¬ 
ter), and Tom are also 
skilled BMX riders and 
can give knowledgeable 
advice on the best type 
of BMX bike to buy and 
how to ride it. 

Visit us at Five Bells 
Road, Bridgend, or call 
01656 766006for more 
information. 



Would your business be 
boosted by being featured in 
more than 43,000 newspapers, 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 
AND online at no extra charge? 

Email The GEM at: 
gemsales @ internet-today, co. uk 


30% OFF all Falcon Junior Bikes 
12” to 24” wheels all fully assembled 
Falcon 24”Lazer-RRP £179.99 
OUR PRICE £125.99 SAVE £53.99 
ALL ADULT BIKES 20% OFF 
Giant Yukon FX2 - RRP £750.00 
REDUCED to £599.00 - SAVE £151.00 
Giant Terrago Disk (Ladies) - RRP £500.00 
DUR PRICE £400.00 - SAVE £100 


Op eningTimes; 
Monday - Saturday 
9am - 5.30pm 

01656 766006 

Five Bells Road, 
BRIDGEND 

(10 mins from June. 35 M4) 






Good Schools Guide inspects 
^ %/ St. John’s-on-the-Hill Chepstow 

ST JOHN’S-on-the-Hill has recently been inspected 
by the prestigious Good Schools Guide. 

The Guide is a leading pub- subject specialists. The commit- 

lication now in its 23rd year, ment by the Governors has 

written by parents, for parents. ensured wonderful facilities. 

Featuring over 1,000 schools The highest compliments were 

covering ages five to eighteen, paid to the pupils who were seen 

the guide spans both the pri- as open, happy and polite. The 

vate and state sectors and cov- pupils waxed eloquently about 

ers each school’s background kind teachers, numerous opportu- 

and atmosphere, strengths and nities and great friendship, 

weaknesses, together with Parents referred to St John’s as 

much factual details and educa- ^ super school, a school that 

tional advice. . I takes pupils as far as they want to 

The report commented on go, a school where pupils get 

the outstanding progress made 
by the school in recent years. It 
recognised that St John’s was 
the outstanding Early Years 
provider in the area. The 
Guide praised the care of the 
staff, the wide range of activi¬ 
ties and the first class facilities. 

They praised the seamless progression into 
the swish Pre-Prep. The outstanding teachers 
ensure educational progress in a totally support¬ 
ive environment. 

The prep school (7-13) was praised for 
‘upbeat lessons’ delivered by truly committed 



oh ns 

oq-ihc-hill 

‘ '.-L i:- ' t! 



involved. 

Mr Ian Etchells, Headmaster 
at St John’s said, “We are not 
only delighted that St. John’s has 
been accepted to join the top 
schools in the country but that 
the school also received such a 
fabulous report.” 

The school and nursery are holding an Open 
Morning on Saturday 13th November 2010 
from 9.30am until 12 noon. Please contact Mrs 
Anne Etchells, Registrar on 01291 622045 e- 
mail: registrar@stjohnsonthehill.co.uk for fur¬ 
ther details. All welcome. 
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‘This is like winning the Olympics’ - 

South Wales Echo headline January 17, 2007 


Vale pays the price for new age 
of austerity as Tlagship’ Defence 
College project bites the dust 



THREE years after the champagne 
corks were popping on the steps of the 
Senedd, the Defence Technical College 
bit the dust this week - falling victim to 
the Government’s austerity package. 

The St Athan project, which rose from an ini¬ 
tial budget of £12billion to the current estimate 
of £14billion was declared too expensive and 
the consortium responsible, Metrix, have been 
sacked. 

A terse statement said that the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) had decided that Metrix could 
not deliver the project at a reasonable cost in a 
reasonable timescale. 

The same statement held out the prospect of 
some development, saying that St Athan was 
still the “preferred site” for Armed Forces train¬ 
ing, and that a statement on St Athan’s future in 
that area would be made in the spring. 

It was a bitter pill for the new Vale MP Alun 
Cairns, who had always been a strong supporter 
oftheDTC. 

Now, his first task as MP is to defend a 
Government decision that is bound to be 
extremely unpopular in his constituency. 

Mr Cairns told The GEM that he had raised 
the matter with the Prime Minister in the House 
of Commons chamber and also with Liam Fox, 
the Secretary of State for Defence. 

He said: “Naturally, it is disappointing that 


T here was disappointment at 
the news of the DTC project’s 
cancellation in the towns closest 
to the development. 

Traders in Llantwit Major have been left 
hugely disappointed by the news. 

John Moisan, the president of the chamber of 
trade, said that the development would have cre¬ 
ated thousands of jobs in the area - both con- 
stmction jobs at first and later permanent jobs 
providing services to the camp. 

He said: “There would also have been a boost 
in trade for the town in particular and the Vale in 
general. 

“There would have been extra footfall from 
the thousands of people who would have been 
stationed at St Athan while undergoing training, 
along with their families. 

“The spin-off for local businesses would have 
been terrific and millions would have been 
pumped into the local economy.” 

Mr Moisan said that while Barry and 
Cowbridge would also have benefited, it was 
probably Llantwit that stood to gain the most. 

Mr Moisan said that former MP John Smith 
had given a commitment that the scheme would 
proceed. 

“We have to ask why the previous Labour 
government did not sign the contracts while they 
could,” he added. 

Janet Moisan, who is secretary of the cham¬ 
ber, said that they would now have to concen¬ 
trate on other opportunities, such as the coming 
of the Eisteddfod in 2012. 

“We will also be pursuing the possibility of 
increasing tourism to the area through the Sense 
of Place initiative, e-trails and also the King 
Arthur Heritage scheme. These can all bring 
much needed business into the town.” 

Former mayor Russell Downe said that the 
news was a big blow to the prospects of the 
town, to the Vale and to Wales. 

“Some people who were due to transfer here 
from other training bases have already bought 
houses,” he said. 

“I know the traders were hoping it would 


the Metrix PFI plan isn’t viable but we need to 
recognise that the Prime Minister told me 
repeatedly in the House of Commons chamber 
that St Athan is still central to the UK’s defence 
training needs. 

“In responding to my questions, he has 
agreed to make his Ministers and officials avail¬ 
able to help develop a plan for St Athan. 

“Naturally, I will continue to press the case as 
hard as possible. The PM said that he wanted to 
help me support the St Athan project. 

“In my meeting with Liam Fox, he confirmed 
that he expects a solution to be announced by 
March 31. In that time, I will bring Ministers to 
the site and continue to press the cause. 

“Liam Fox assured me that he still wants a 
tri-service training solution at St Athan. He 
recognised that a lot of work had been done on 
site and assured me that the money wasn’t wast¬ 
ed. 

“I was told that PFI deal was not flexible 
enough and proved to be too expensive. We 
need to work on the alternative. 

“I am pleased that my predecessor, John 
Smith agreed with me on the radio. We need to 
dust ourselves down and start work on the alter¬ 
native. Time is short.” 

Wales’ First Minister Carwyn Jones said: 
“This decision is a huge disappointment and 
will be an immense blow to south Wales. The 
project would have led to the creation of thou¬ 


bring money and jobs to the area. Perhaps the 
only good thing is that there will not now be a 
massive hike in property prices as most young 
people are already excluded from buying a 
house in this community because they are so 
expensive.” 

In St Athan, Four Bells landlady Cyndy 
Fenton said that everyone was shocked and dev¬ 
astated at the news. 

She said: “We hoped it would go ahead on a 
smaller scale, but it’s looking like it has been 
totally scrapped. 

“The local economy would have had a terrific 
boost - there would have been hundreds of jobs 
for people providing services to the college and, 
before that, we would have had all the construc¬ 
tion work going ahead.” 

She said that it was the talk of the village at 
the moment. 

“People do not understand why it was not all 
agreed long ago. Why did they wait so long to 
make a decision? 

“There will be an effect not just on the local 
area but throughout south Wales. It would have 
provided employment and brought money into 
the whole region. 

“We are being taxed to the hilt, with a VAT 
increase coming up as well. I know the govern¬ 
ment says it must reduce spending but I don’t 
think they know what they are doing.” 

Rhoose councillor Jeff James said: “I am dis¬ 
appointed that the Metrix project seems not to 
have been approved, especially after the years of 
engagement with the community and after 
obtaining planning approval last year. 

“However, I am pleased with Liam Fox’s 
statement, as it continues to identify St Athan as 
the best location for a future defence training 
solution. 

“I only hope the process of identifying a rene¬ 
gotiated contract or a new contractor can be con¬ 
cluded with some haste. Mr Fox hints that a 
solution may be possible to announce by next 
spring - that is not long to wait, if it is good 
news.” 


sands of training, support and construction jobs 
and would have seen significant opportunities 
for local suppliers.” 

Deputy First Minister leuan Wyn Jones said: 
“We believe this is a missed opportunity at St 
Athan to create the training facility, as well as 
an aerospace business park. 

“These plans would have provided a multi 
million pound boost to the Welsh economy, and 
this decision will dash hopes of bringing signifi¬ 
cant new employment to a wide area. We will 
now seek talks with the MOD to see what 
options there are for attracting new investment 
to St Athan.” 

Apart from the jobs, the Assembly estimates 
that the loss to the area will be £500 million in 
economic activity each year. 

An Assembly spokesman said that to date the 
Welsh Assembly Government had spent £5 mil¬ 
lion in support of the redevelopment plans for 
St Athan, which include an aerospace business 
park. 

That money could not be reclaimed from the 
MoD. 

For the Metrix consortium, its chief execu¬ 
tive, Charles Barrington, said: “Metrix, its part¬ 
ners and the MoD have all worked extremely 
hard and in close partnership to deliver a solu¬ 
tion which offers value for money, combined 
with the very best technical approach to training 
and a rationalised estate. 

“Despite the best efforts of all concerned, the 
combined effect of an extremely tough econom¬ 
ic environment and numerous commercial and 
technical challenges meant that the project 
could not be delivered within the framework 
and timescale originally intended.” 

He added: “I would like to personally thank 
all of our supporters for their hard work, sup¬ 
port and dedication to the DTR project.” 

A Metrix spokesman provided the latest esti¬ 
mate of the jobs that would have been provided. 

• 250 roles in catering, most with some form 
of catering skills required. 

• 200 roles in cleaning and waste disposal 
generally unskilled . 

• 200 roles in FM and administration, mostly 
skilled roles (electricians, plumbers, carpenters) 

• 200 roles in management and welfare sup¬ 
port, skilled roles. 

• 50 roles in transport and recreation, some 
roles unskilled, some skilled. 

• 150 roles in training management, all 
skilled. 

• 250 roles in training design and develop¬ 


ment, all skilled posts 

• 375 roles in training delivery, all skilled 
posts. 

• 125 roles in administration, asset mainte¬ 
nance and IT, many roles skilled. 

It was also estimated that 2,000 jobs would 
have been created for the construction of the 
DTC. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt said: “This is a devastat¬ 
ing blow, not just to St Athan but also to all our 
Services. The investment, planning and prepa¬ 
ration to provide the £14billion first tri-service 
technical training college has been abandoned 
by this Con-Dem Government. 

“The jobs, opportunities and long term skills 
the DTC would have provided for my con¬ 
stituents have been wiped out in one fell swoop 
today.” 

However, for the Conservatives, Andrew RT 
Davies was blaming the previous Labour 
Government. 

He said: “I am bitterly disappointed that the 
Metrix proposals, and the project more general¬ 
ly, could not be accommodated within the 
Strategic Defence Review. 

“It is regrettable that the previous Labour 
Government’s inaction on this project allowed 
the budget to increase by several billion pounds, 
to £14billion. 

“However, I will be working tirelessly with 
my colleagues from all parties to ensure that the 
benefits of St Athan as the home of military 
training are rammed home.” 

Plaid Cymru’s Chris Franks AM said: “I am 
sure there will be a great deal of disappointment 
at the jobs that have been promised to workers 
in the area that are now not going to be deliv¬ 
ered, or at least anywhere near the level origi¬ 
nally estimated. 

“I will be writing to the MoD, requesting 
details of exactly what proposals are going to be 
made for any potential projects that could still 
come to St Athan.” 

Plaid’s candidate for the Vale of Glamorgan, 
Dr Ian Johnson, felt that the PFI aspect of the 
plan had contributed to its downfall. 

He said: “It has been clear for a long time 
that the DTC in its current phase was not going 
to provide good value for money in an era 
where the UK Government were looking for 
defence and budget cuts. 

“It was misleading for our previous Labour 
MP, John Smith, and our current Conservative 
MP, Alun Cairns, to pretend otherwise.” 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 21) 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20) 

Dr Johnson added: “You cannot tell everyone 
in an election campaign that we must cut back 
massively on public spending, as Alun Cairns 
and the Vale Conservatives did, and then expect 
the UK’s most expensive Private Funding 
Initiative to go ahead as planned. 

“With this project now on hold and the 
Severn Barrage scrapped, the question is 
whether the UK Government will be investing 
any money at all in south Wales, while pushing 
through billion-pound projects such as Crossrail 
in London.” 

However, there was jubilation in the anti 
DTC camp. Max Wallis of Cynefin y Werin 
said: “It is now clear that only a few hundred 
unskilled jobs could be available for Vale peo¬ 
ple. 

“This overblown project is opposed by many 
local people and has blighted the St Athan area, 
as we argued at the public inquiry. Advance 
payments from MoD and the Welsh Assembly 
of many millions have been a gravy train for 
private consultants, instead of funds going to 
upgrading MoD training facilities.” 

He added: “A fraction of the money squan¬ 
dered on this project would have breathed life 
into many more sustainable green jobs in Barry 
and the rest of the Vale.” 

However, there was despair from the constuc- 
tion industry. Richard Jenkins, the director of 
the Federation of Master Builders (FMB) Wales 
said: “The decision to scrap the academy at St 
Athan will affect many sectors, industries and 
communities in Wales. 

“An economic impact assessment study last 
year from Entic, estimated that the project 
would generate somewhere in the region of 
£60m a year for the Welsh economy, as the 
academy would have created jobs and business 
in other areas, such as higher and further educa¬ 
tion institutions, construction and local service 
businesses.” 

Coun Neil Moore, the Leader of the Labour 
Group on the Vale Council, said: “It is an 
absolute travesty that the coalition has decided 
to axe the Metrix development at St. Athan, 
after making promises at the election that it was 
safe. 

“This decision will mean that, once again, all 
the work that has been undertaken, not to men¬ 
tion the time and cost of that work, has been 
lost for no benefit. 

“It appears that the Vale has been targeted. 

We have recently heard the barrage has been 
scrapped. The coalition is to savagely cut the 
public sector, which is the major employer in 
the Vale. 

“It is clear that the Magistrates Court is next, 
with the cuts in the Ministry of Justice.” 

Coun Gordon Kemp, Leader of the Vale 
Council: “The benefits to the Vale, south Wales 
and Wales as a whole, in terms of the job creat¬ 
ing, investment and the provision of new state 
of the art facilities, should not be understated. 

“I am clearly disappointed and concerned at 
this decision, especially given that the develop¬ 
ment was so far advanced. I do, however, take 
some comfort from the Secretary of State of 
Defence’s comments, in confirming that St 


Athan is the best location for training our armed 
forces. 

“I am also heartened by the fact that Mr Liam 
Fox has clarified that he does not want to lose 
momentum and that work on alternative, afford¬ 
able options should begin as soon as is possible. 

“I urge the Government to move forward 
quickly on delivering a cost effective training 
programme at modern, fit for purpose facilities 
at St Athan and I am ready and available to 
assist in any way.” 

WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
AS A LOCAL 
TAXPAYER? 

Your views on this 
subject are now more 
important than ever. 
We want to hear from 
people in south Wales 
about how they feel 
regarding the 
collapse of the 
Defence Technical 
College plans at this 
late stage and what 
will happen now. 
The GEM will be 
donating £5 to the 
Help for Heroes 
charity for every view 
that we print, 
email us at: 
ggem@ 

internet-today, co. uk 
or write to us: Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL. 
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IS WORTH r 


SCREEN 

TALK 


SIGNING UP FOR! 


G areth is 

writing a 
film review - 
a simple statement, 
yes, but one that 
with the advent of 
Facebook has been 
used, with variance, 
on millions of peo¬ 
ple’s profiles all 
over the world. 

With a company that 
is now estimated to be 
worth $25billion, and 
with one in 14 people 
across the world having 
a Facebook account, it 
has become a 21st cen¬ 
tury goliath - but what 
of its origins. 

Well, the real-life tale 
of how Facebook came 
to be has been deemed 
cinematic enough to 
reach the big screen, 
directed by no less a 
director than David 
Fincher. 

The Social Network 
tells the story of how 
Mark Zuckerberg (Jesse 
Eisenberg) went from 
being a computer pro¬ 
gramming genius to the 
man behind a revolu¬ 
tionary social network; 
but as Mark soon finds 
out, with success comes 
the desire from others to 
bring you down, 
whether it is someone 
who has supported you 
from the start (Eduardo 
Saverin, played by 
Andrew Garfield) or 
people who think that 
you have stolen their 
idea (the Winkelvoss 
twins, played by Armie 
Hammer)... 

When The Social 
Network was 
announced. I’m sure 
that it wasn’t only 
myself who thought, 
“why on earth is David 
Eincher making a film 
about Eacebook?” 

It was a question that 
became less ludicrous 
with the news that no 


less an authority than 
Ridley Scott has a 
Monopoly film in the 
pipeline, and that shoot¬ 
ing is currently under 
way on a film based on 
the classic game. 
Battleships. 

However, Eincher’s 
film isn’t exactly a look 
at how incredibly tricky 
EarmVille can be, or the 
dangers of ‘poking’ the 
wrong person - instead 
Eacebook itself is very 
much in the back seat as 
Eincher and writer 
Aaron Sorkin take a 
look at how from small 
beginnings a huge cor¬ 
poration grew, and the 
fallout that comes with 
it. 

It is a story that is 
hugely gripping, the 
lawsuits, allegations and 
denials, coupled with 
the real-life 
Zuckerberg’s reticence 
to become a public fig¬ 
urehead and speak out, 
making the tale one that 
is more than suitable for 
transfer to the big 
screen. 

The resultant product 
mirrors that, the film an 
exceptional engrossing 
study of aspiration that 
shows just how cloudy 
things can become when 
thousands of dollars 
become millions, and 
billions, in such a short 
space of time. 

Much of this comes 
from Aaron Sorkin’s 
screenplay, a master¬ 
class in sparky punchy 
dialogue that hits home, 
and hard, throughout the 
film’s running time. 

Sorkin created The 
West Wing, one of the 
finest series to have 
graced the small screen, 
and much like that 
show, here dialogue is 
order of the day. 

Sorkin is easily one 
of the better scriptwrit¬ 
ers working today, and 
his sharp words drive 


Art group’s 
next event 


MEMBERS of the 
Porthceri group 
are holding an 
event in November 
as part of their 
campaign to create 
a new arts centre in 
Barry. 

The group aims to 
establish a community 
cultural centre in the 
Grade Il-listed 
Porthkerry Road 
Methodist church and is 
working hard behind the 
scenes to secure funding 
to buy the premises. 

Next month 
(November 9) will see 
the second performance 
in the venue, when 
Voices of Partition: a 
Musical Journey will be 
presented. 

The show will bring 
together the talents of 
Mazhar Tirmazi, the 
Sangat community cho¬ 
rus from the Vale , and 



I Marged Williams. \ 


Sild, the award-winning 
Swansea-based folk 
group. 

Porthceri group mem¬ 
ber Marged Williams 
(above) is also in the 
chorus for the show, and 
still has time to do some 
weeding at the Porthceri 
Centre! 

Visit 

WWW. porthceri. co. ukfor 
more information, 
including how to buy 
tickets for the show. 


the story, flashing as it 
does between two court 
cases Zuckerberg is 
involved in. 

With the story told 
very much through 
flashback, Sorkin uses 
great skill and judge¬ 
ment to keep the main 
thrust of the story going 
at all times, conveying 
everything in a straight¬ 
forward style that never 
feels that it is losing its 
central thread, even 
when leaping from one 
case to another, and then 
into the past. 

If Sorkin’s screenplay 
has a weakness, it is 
only that the story pre¬ 
sented, while coming 
across so factually, is 
based on the work of 
Ben Mezrich, whose 
book. The Accidental 
Billionaires, Sorkin’s 
screenplay is based on. 

Mezrich’s book, 
while having some basis 
in fact, is also a work of 
imagination, filling in 
the spaces where the 
facts are missing. 

While this doesn’t 
impact on Sorkin’s 
screenplay, it does how¬ 
ever create conflict with 
the characters, the 
actions on screen per¬ 
haps not quite the way 
things panned out in the 
real world. It doesn’t 
make the film less reli¬ 
able, as any film is sub¬ 
jective, but Sorkin’s 
screenplay can occa¬ 
sionally take sides. 

Given his previous 
output. The Social 
Network wouldn’t be a 
vehicle you would asso¬ 
ciate with a director l ik e 
David Eincher; however, 
the same could have 
been said about The 
Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button, so 
whether this is a new, 
mellower Eincher, or 
just affording the direc¬ 
tor the opportunity to 
work outside of his 
usual spectrum remains 
to be seen. 

What it is is another 
excellent effort to fde 
alongside the likes of 
Se7en and Fight Club, 
yet is almost the most 
understated film of his 
career. While the film is 
marked with his distinc¬ 
tive visual style and 
colour palette, there is 
little in the way of the 
visual trickery that 
Eincher normally goes 
for, instead opting to 
shoot with restraint. 

Aside from the visual 
trickery of putting 
Armie Hammer’s head 
on two bodies for the 
twins, Eincher instead 
allows the script and 
actors to control pro¬ 
ceedings. 

The casting of such 
young and hungry actors 
also taps into the plus 
points of this film, as it 
is wonderful to see such 
talent given the opportu¬ 
nity to head up such a 
large film, and the 
resultant turns are pretty 
much all without fault. 

As Zuckerburg, the 
always-excellent Jesse 


Eisenberg is absolutely 
mesmeric, turning 
Sorkin’s fast-paced dia¬ 
logue into a thing of 
incredible beauty and 
essaying a character 
whose anti-social nature 
is so at odds with the 
thing he’s invented, 
highlighting the contra¬ 
dictory nature of the 
character. 

The onscreen 
Zuckerberg is seemingly 
more interested in show¬ 
ing his ex-girlfriend 
what she is giving up, 
rather than having any 
interest in the financial 
side of things, and 
Eisenberg portrays this 
element of the character 
with aplomb. 

With Andrew 
Garfield ready to don 
the Spiderman outfit in 
the planned reboot, he 
shows he’ll be more 
than at home with the 
dramatic elements of 
that character with an 
outstanding performance 
here. The brains (and 
financial muscle) of the 
operation, Garfield 
brings a strong likeabili- 
ty to the character of 
Saverin, the script 
emphasising that of all 
the characters, his is the 
most sympathetic, 
someone whose aims 
and goals were frozen 
out by bad advice and 
wrong turns. 

Garfield’s turn does¬ 
n’t implicitly look for 
sympathy, but it is 
inevitably drawn to him, 
and the actor offers up 
more than a simple vic¬ 
tim. 

It is the creator of 
music file sharing web¬ 
site Napster (and there¬ 
fore, the man who 
ripped up the music 
industry business 
model) Sean Parker, 
who is cast somewhat as 
the villain here, the 
irony being that the 
actor playing him is pop 
star Justin Timberlake; 
but his presence is noth¬ 
ing like stunt casting, 
the man known as ‘JT’ 
imbuing the character of 
Parker with the charm 
of a snake oil salesman 
and making him the 
dark force that drives 
the wedge between 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Zuckerberg and Saverin. 

Eisenberg, Garfield 
and Timberlake are the 
three main actors here, 
driving the film along, 
and each turn is magnif¬ 
icent, though a special 
mention should go to 
Armie Ha mm er for his 
strong turn as the 
Winkelvoss twins (or 
Winkelvi, as Zuckerberg 
memorably refers to 
them). 

Certainly the plot- 
doesn’t veer far away 
from the story that is 
common knowledge and 
there is little here that 
really pushes the dra¬ 
matic buttons; but as a 
document of the times 
we live in. The Social 
Network is exceptionally 
good, a film that deals 
with a pocket of history 
that has unarguably 
redefined the nature of 
social networking 
(whatever has happened 
to MySpace I hear you 
cry). 

It is this that The 
Social Network does 
perhaps best - show his¬ 
tory within the period it 
has happened in, and as 
a result, makes it a most 
compelling piece of 
work. 

VERDICT-A grip¬ 
ping look at a modern- 
day phenomena. The 
Social Network is a 
character-led drama 
superbly written by 
Aaron Sorkin that shows 
the background to what 
is a hugely gripping 
real-life story. 

With David Eincher 
offering stylish, yet 
understated, direction, 
and incredible turns 
from Jesse Eisenberg, 
Andrew Garfield and 
Justin Timberlake, The 
Social Network is an 
outstanding film. If this 
were Eacebook, then 
‘Gareth likes this’, but 
as it is Screen Talk then 
the verdict is this. 
Essential viewing. 


ly Hafan needs 
specialist help 


TY HAFAN is 
urgently appealing 
for a volunteer with 
electrical experi¬ 
ence. 

The charity, which has 
17 shops located across 
Wales, regularly receives 
donations of electrical 
items which need to be 
tested by a qualified elec¬ 
trician before they can be 
sold. 

Unfortunately, the 
charity is unable to test 
these items at present, 
which means that they 
could potentially be los¬ 
ing out on thousands of 
pounds in lost income. 


Ty Hafan’s retail oper¬ 
ations manager Alan 
Drury, said: “We would 
love to hear from a qual¬ 
ified electrician or local 
company who could help 
us by giving up just a few 
hours a week to help test 
our electrical goods.” 

Mr Drury added: “The 
items are currently stored 
at our warehouse in 
Barry and we would love 
to hear from anyone who 
could help us.” 

Anyone interested in 
helping, or who would 
like further information, 
should telephone Alan 
Drury on 02920 672067 
or 07917 781652. 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 


Passing 'the Nook’ 
where John Wesley 
once stayed in 1769! 



R ecently, 

five walkers 
and Jodie the 
dog joined Joy and 
Bracken for a trip 
to Gower and upon 
their arrival at 
Little Reynoldston, 
the thick clouds 
overhead gave way 
to blue sky. 

This was a special 
date in history - being 
the 10th day of the 10th 
month in 2010 and also 
a celebration as Bracken, 
the border collie, was 
celebrating her third 
birthday. 

Taking a rough track, 
they reached the Mill 
Wood that was once part 
of the Penrice Estate and 
this ancient wood was 
full of oak, ash, beech 
and lime trees. 

However, in 1951 the 
woods were bought by a 
timber merchants who 
cut down many ancient 
trees and the gaps had to 
be filled by the 
Woodland Trust with 
larch, pine and spruce. 

Further on, opposite 
the entrance to Penrice 
Castle, the group passed 
a quartered circular 
stone-walled fish - or 
stew pond, which used 
to hold fish, usually 
carp, that provided food 
for the Penrice Estate. 

Going uphill by road, 
they passed the remains 
of a 16th century corn 
mill which has two large 
millstones at the front 
and the wood takes its 
name from the recon¬ 
structed mill pool. 

A narrow sunken lane 
led them steeply uphill 
to the medieval St 
Andrew’s Church where 
the churchyard over¬ 
looks Penrice Green and 
has fantastic views down 
to Oxwich Bay. 

Stopping to discard 
outer clothing as the sun 
shone and the tempera¬ 
ture rose, the group 
descended gently down¬ 
hill as male and female 
pheasants scuttled hasti¬ 
ly from the path into the 
undergrowth, and there 
were clear views across 
to Oxwich Burrows. 

A field led them to the 
boggy path through a 
small wood and leaping 
over a huge pool, they 
crossed a stile to Long 
Acre and rich grassy 
pastureland. Two fallen 
trees made a handy place 
to stop for coffee in the 
hazy sunshine, before 
they followed a muddy 
path that led them to 


Oxwich village, where 
they passed The Nook, 
an old cottage where 
preacher John Wesley 
stayed in 1769. 

Passing the lovely old 
church dedicated to St 
Illtyd that stands in 
woodland overlooking 
the wide expanse of 
Oxwich Bay, they 
climbed 268 steps in 
Oxwich Wood and fol¬ 
lowed the undulating 
pathway around the 
headland to continue 
along the coastal path 
towards Horton. 

Lunch was taken 
below the cliff path that 
leads uphill to Oxwich 
Green, before the group 
followed a diversion 
near The Sands bay, 
where the coastal path is 
blocked. 

At Horton, the group 
tramped steeply uphill in 
the afternoon sunshine, 
which was really warm, 
before crossing the main 
coastal road to follow a 
bridle path which led 
them past several ponds 
hidden behind tall vege¬ 
tation and onto a narrow 
green lane. 

A stile led them 
downhill through sheep- 
filled fields to woodland 
at Bryn-sil Top where 
they passed through net¬ 
tles and brambles to 
return to open forestry 
tracks which led back to 


the mill pond. 

Here, they stopped 
beside the tranquil lake 
for a short break and a 
drink to cool them down 
at one of the wooden 
benches, before taking 
the gentle climb back up 
through the Mill Wood 
to return to their cars. 

On October 23, meet 
at 9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a 9.5-mile 
hard walk at Fan 
Frynach and the nature 
reserve of Craig Cerrig 
Gleisiad; contact Liz on 
029 2051 3698. 

On October 26, meet 
at 9.30am at Cogan for a 
trip up to 

Gloucestershire and a 
seven-mile moderate 
walk at the Purton and 
Sharpness canals; con¬ 
tact Janet/John on 01446 
418514. 

Wear suitable cloth¬ 
ing, preferably boots and 
carry waterproofs, food 
and drinks. Some degree 
of fitness is required and 
if you are in any doubt, 
then please contact the 
walk leader for advice. 

For other groups ’ 
walk log onto www.ram- 
blers.org.uk Rucksack 
badges, programmes and 
membership advice can 
be obtained from Pam 
on 029 2021 9102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


The GEM is in partnership 
with the Dog’s Trust to find 
caring homes for animals in 
their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


Dottie needs 
a good 

THIS WEEK: 

“Dottie is a sensi¬ 
tive soul who needs 
time to get to know 
you, but when she 
does, she is quite a 
strong character! 

“She is currently 
overweight and struggles 
with exercise, so will 
need someone who will 
continue her diet and 
with gentle exercise, 
she’ll soon build up her 
fitness as she does love 
her walks,” a spokes¬ 
woman said. 

“Once she knows you 
she is a loving and loyal 
little companion. She is 
housetrained and fine to 
be left for a few hours. 



Doting Dottie. 

She needs an experi¬ 
enced owner who is able 
to continue her training. 

“She needs an adult 
only home and she needs 
to be the only dog in the 
home. Please consider 
her as she is really miss¬ 
ing a home environment 
and the company of an 
owner.” 
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IWhat^s On and Where?| 


Valeways walks 

ON Friday, October 22, 
at 10.30am, sea and 
country aspects walk, 
starting at Llantwit 
Major bus/railway sta¬ 
tion. 

On Sunday, October 
24 at 2pm, seafront and 
parks walk staring from 
Penarth cliff top car 
park. 

Green Party 
meeting 

THE monthly Vale of 
Glamorgan Green Party 


meeting will take place 
at The White Lion, 
Llantwit Major, on 
Monday, October 25 
from 7pm-8pm. 

All members and non¬ 
members are welcome. 

Contact valegreenpar- 
ty@gmail.com for fur¬ 
ther details. 

Gardening club 

THE next meeting of the 
Cowbridge Gardening 
Club will be at 7.30pm 
on Thursday, October 28 
in the Lesser Hall, when 


Claire Jones will give a 
talk on ‘Lloral Ideas for 
Christmas’. 

New members will be 
most welcome. 
Charity quiz 
THE Barry committee of 
Cancer Research UK 
Cymru is organising a 
quiz night on 
Wednesday, November 3 
at the Mount Sorrel 
Hotel, Barry, at 8pm. 

The entrance fee is £2 
per person, payable on 
the night. All welcome. 


Collectors’ fair is set for 
the Copthorne Hotel 


THE Antiques and 
Collectors Fair is 
returning to The 
Copthorne Hotel, 
Cardiff, on Sunday, 
October 31, from 
10am-4.30pm. 

There will be more 
than 40 dealers at the 
fair and many exciting 
new stands. 

On display will be a 
Royal Worcester limit¬ 
ed edition for the 
RNLI 70th anniver¬ 


sary, Poole Pottery, 
antique dolls, quilts, 
Welsh blankets, 
stamps, postcards, 
coins, jewellery, 

Lalique glass. Tiffany, 
Baccarat, Victorian 
Cranberry, bronzes, 
furniture, Doulton 
flambe figurines, 
paintings and works of 
art. 


A spokesman said: 
“Many dealers are new 
and there will be an 
excellent choice of 
quality items. 

“There will also be a 
warm and friendly wel¬ 
come, once again, at 
this lovely venue. The 
staff are very helpful 
in making it a special 


LATCH to benefit 
from spooky party! 


A HALLOWEEN 
party organised by 
Hydrofitness, the 
ladies fitness centre 
in Barry, will raise 
cash for LATCH, 
the Welsh chil¬ 
dren’s cancer and 
leukaemia charity. 

It will take place from 
3pm- 5pm on Sunday, 
October 31, at the St 
Lrancis Millennium 
Hall, the Suburb, Barry. 
Tickets are £5 per child 
- adults go free, avail¬ 
able from Hydrofitness, 
Cardiff Road, Barry 
(opposite ETB). 

A spokeswoman said: 
“We’re hoping lots of 
children will come along 


in their Halloween cos¬ 
tumes. They will be 
entertained with lots of 
games. They will have 
hotdogs, drinks and take 
home a goody bag filled 
with prizes. 

“There will be a 
chance to meet the star 
of the show Lola (aged 
5) and her parents, who 
have benefited from the 
support of LATCH over 
the last year while Lola 
undergoes treatment.” 

The last Hydrofitness 
Family Funday held at 
Victoria Park on July 25 
was an overwhelming 
success, raising more 
than £1,000 to support 
LATCH. 


Send your ‘Whafs On'news to ggem@internet-today.co.uk 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


OCEAN LOUNGE 

PORTHKERRY 


Saturday & Sunday lunchtimes ^ 


BEGINNERS 
New Class 

just starting 

Thursdays 7-8pm 

Walk In £3 
07753 413266 

Barry Island Social Club 

LINE DANCE 


Antique & Collectors Fair 

at the Copthorne Hotel, 
Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff 
Sunday 31st October 2010 
lO.OOam - 4.30pm 

Vintage Dolls, China, Militaria, Victoriana, Stamps, 
Postcards & Coins, Art, Books, Glass and Lots more. 

RNLI 70th Anniversary Limited Edition Piece, 
Poole Pottery 

Telephone: 02920 512349 


: * JUNE DAY ★ 

J*PSYCHIC^ 

I ★FAYRE* 

if; Top International ^ \ 
w Clairvoyants will be ^ 

0 available for private readings 
L all day and night 


Tiiesday 26th October, 2010 
The Ship Hotel 
I Harbour Road, BARRY CF62 5SB. I 


® A day of Tarot, Psychometry, Clairvoyance, etc. ® 

T Books • Crystals • Tarot Cards all on sale T 

Q ^ Doors open l-5pm; re-open 6-10pm. ^ ^ 

N Admission £2.50 n 

s if Enquiries Tel: 0777 597 2998 ★ s 








P M C C ’ C winning Pub on the C D C PIAI 

Untr O 2 Course Lunch - £9.50 OrtUIML 
Choice of 5 starters, 7 mains (Monday - Saturday) 

3 Course Dinner - £12.95 
A starter or dessert with a choice of 6 main courses 
including fresh fish and lamb with tea or coffee 
(Served until end November - excluing Saturdays) 
Booking 
I Advisable | 

Festive 
I Farmer's | 

Fayre 
SlFun 

4 Course Dinner Parties (Served 1st - 23rd December) 

Homemade Winter Vegetable Soup with a Bread Roll 
Melon Fan served with Fmit, Coulis & Sorbet Ice 
Filo Pastry, King Prawns with Salad & Lemon Mayonnaise 
Chef’s Chicken liver & Brandy Pate with Onion Marmalade & Wholemeal Toast 
Marinated Chicken & Roast Vegetable Skewer with a Sweet Chilli Dip 

Braised Venison with Seasonal Vegetables & a Parsnip Puree 
Roast Turkey, Stuffing & Cranberry Sauce 
Roast Beef, Yorkshire Pudding & Horseradish Sauce 
Plaice Fillet with a Prawn Mineure Butter 
Cod Steak with a Herb Cmst in a Tomato & Sweet Pepper Sauce 
Sirloin Steak cooked to your requirements, 
served with Mushrooms/plain pepper or Provencal Sauce 
Lamb Fillet in a Redcurrant Jus 

Mediterranean Vegetable Risotto with a Mozzarella Cheese Topping 
All our Christmas Dinners are served with Roast/New Potatoes, 
Vegetables or French Fries. 

Dessert to be chosen on the evening from our delightful 
selection in the Sweet Cabinet 

Filter Coffee or Tea 

£19.95 - With Disco £22.50 - Disco & Cabaret £25.95 
4 Course Lunch Parties - £17.95 or individually priced options 
Always a popular choice - Relax with us soon . .. 

Call 01656 880224 
Wick Road, St Brides Major, CF32 OSE 


OPEN: 


FRIDAY, SATURDAY & 
SUNDAY EVENINGS 


* Saturday 23rd October 
JAMIE K 

Male Vocalist - Plus BINGO 

Friday 29th October 
KARAOKE NIGHT 

Saturday 30th October 
{ HALLOWEEN 
i FANCY DRESS 
I PARTY 

I with top quality Scary Disco 

No entry fee, but dig deep in aid of Ty Hafan 



FOOD SERVED 

{ Great value menu from only £4.99 J 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served l2-3pm from only £6.95 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES? 
WITH ENTERTAINMENT? 


Please call for available dates 

.'kirk_'k'k'k'kirir'kiriririr'kirir'k'kir'k'k'kir'k'k'k'k_ 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 



Llanblethian, Cowbridge 


A Pub with Real Ales, Real Fires & Reai Food 


We are pleased to celebrate our 
first year trading and thank all our 
customers for their support. 

• Now featuring in the AA Good Pub Guide 2011. 

• Winner of First Prize Villages in Bloom 2010. 

• Winner of Best Commercial Lntry in the Vale 
of Glamorgan Vale in Bloom 2010. 

■aiiiiiiii 

AWARD WINNING CHFFS preparing HOMFMADF 
FOOD - Best Welsh produce used, e.g. Cheese, 
Seasonal Vegetables and Welsh Black Beef. 

Lunch Time Special - 2 Main Course’s £12.00 

New a la carte menu out 

Sunday Lunch - 

1 course £7.95, 2 course £9.95, 3 course £11.95 
Christmas Lunch Parties - 

2 course £13.95 per person 
Christmas Dinner Parties - 

2 course £15.95 and 3 course £19.95 
Christmas Day - 

5 Course Lunch £55.50 
New Years Eve Event sponsoring 
The Welsh Guards in Afghanistan 


The BFST drinks selected by FRFF HOUSF 
owners, e.g. HB, Butty Bach, Charlie’s Angel, 
Stowford Cider, Carling, Guinness, Peroni Lager, 
Blue Moon North American Craft Beer, etc. 


WE ARE EASY TO FIND: 


just travel to the west 
end of Cowbridge High Street and take the B4270 
Llantwit Major Road and we are 1/4 mile on the left. 


Telephone: 01446 772995 

www.thecrossinn-cowbridge.com 



The Glenbrook Inn 

Free House 8L Restaurant 


MONDAY CLUB 

11am - 11pm 

FOSTERS £1.75 
BRAINS IPA£1.75 
STRONGBOW £1.75 

and other Discounted Prices 

^ including spirits 

Breakfasts from £1 

11am - 2.30pm 


£5 off 2 X 12 minute sessions 
I for up to 2 people with this voucher I 
Ring for prices and availability | 

Now Booking 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 



Halloween Night 
Saturday 31st 

with Live Entertainment. 
Prize for best fancy dress. 

Bonfire Night 

Friday 5th November 
Burgers and Hot Dogs available 
All Autumn rugby international 
matches and live premiership foot¬ 
ball games shown here. 

Christmas Party 

^ bookings being taken 

2 Course £12.95 
^ i3 Course £15.95 
^ Children’s 2 course £6.95 
■V V 3 course £8.95 


Dobbins Roeul, Bau'ry, CF63 2NP 
YOUR AWARD WINNING PUB' 

Td. 01446 747808 
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Police first team are 
less than arresting 
against Resolven 


Photos by 
GARETH DAVIES 



Prop Cory Evans attacks the Resolven defence. 



Police flanker Jason Davies on the attack. 


New Leisure 
League starts 

PERSIL Boys shot out of the blocks on 
the opening night of the Bridgend six-a¬ 
side Premier Division season as Glyn 
Davis guided them to a commanding 3-0 
win over Blackjack. 

Day Sleepers also got off to a fine start with a 
Steve Scott inspired 3-1 triumph over The Pie 
Boys, while B Attack and Andrew Dixon FC also 
began with battling wins. 

Paul Richards was the stand out performer for 
Hardly Athletic in Division One as they thumped 
Sam Devils by five goals without reply, while 
Laleston Lads overcame Inter Wildmill 3-1, Harry 
Coy on starring. 

Anyone who wants to join the six-a-side football 
leagues in Bridgend can ring 0845 230 2340 or 
visit www.leisureleagues.net 


SOUTH WALES POLICE 
RFC 5 

RESOLVEN 22 


SOUTH Wales 
Police welcomed 
top of the league 
Resolven to 
Waterton Cross. 

The game started at a 
fast pace with the bigger 
Resolven team attacking 
the home side’s line at 
every opportunity, and 
their early pressure paid 
off when the ball was 
spread wide from a good 
move to get the first 
unconverted try. 

The Police started to 
put together some good 
phases of play with 
Calum Rogers looking 
dangerous with ball in 
hand; however, poor 
decision making and 
passes not going to hand 
again let the Police 
down. 

Scmm-half Mathew 
Pound looked dangerous 
and put the Police into 
the Resolven half with 
some well-placed kick¬ 
ing. 

Resolven extended 
their lead with a further 
two tries to go in at the 
interval 15-0 up, but the 
Police must have lis¬ 
tened to the half-time 
talk and came out look¬ 
ing to play expansive 
running mgby, and only 
solid defence from 
Resolven kept them 
from crossing the line. 

Resolven extended 
their lead when poor 
decision making and 
more missed tackles let 
Resolven score a con¬ 
verted try to extend their 
lead to 22-0. 

However, the Police 
continued to pressure 
with strong mns from 
back row Jason Davies 
and youth flanker Jordan 
Jones, who saw the ball 
eventually come to No 8 
Calum Rogers, who 


burst through to offload 
to youth wing Jac Evans. 
He picked up the awk¬ 
ward pass and weaved 
his way over in the cor¬ 
ner. 

The Police travel to 
Hirwaun on Saturday 
and must realise that 
their tackling and poor 
decision making must 
improve if they are to 
get back to winning 
ways. The youth travel 
to Dunvant for their 
league fixture. 

KM 

All Black 
stars are to 
attend dinner 

SOUTH Wales Police 
RFC are holding a din¬ 
ner on November 26 at 
the Heronston Hotel, 
the eve of Wales vs 
New Zealand. 

The evening will 
include a Q and A ses¬ 
sion with former All 
Blacks Marty Holah and 
Filo Tiatia. 

For more information, 
contact 07780 547974 or 
visit www.south-wale- 
spolicerfc.co.uk; tables 
are selling fast for this 
fundraising evening. 



Mathew Pound makes 
another break. 


WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!’ 



Bridgend Ath under-lls 
enjoy tournament success 


A BEAUTIFUL 
autumnal day saw 
the Ath travel over 
the Severn to partic¬ 
ipate in the 
Keynsham festival. 

The draw promised a 
tough day’s rugby, with 
the Ath in Pool B along¬ 
side five west country 
sides. Lee gave the boys 
a rundown on the English 
laws which gave them 
the fourth set to follow so 
far this season! 

The first match was 
against Chew Valley and 
any nerves were soon 
settled when Nathan 
Willis scored the first try 
after a good drive down- 
field by the forwards. 

Soon after, Chris 
Matthews caught an up 
and under and ran the 
ball back strongly, setting 
up a ruck from which 
Rhys Durlucia powered 
over to score. 

The forwards were 
dominating the rucks and 
mauls and winning some 
good ball for the backs, 
who threatened to score 
on a number of occa¬ 
sions. 

In the second half, Joe 
Patterson scored twice 
and Dylan ran the length 
of the field to touch 


down, making the final 
score the Ath 25, Chew 
Valley 0. 

The second game was 
against Corsham and 
although they had a big¬ 
ger pack, the forwards 
not only held their own 
but drove them back, 
which was a great effort. 

Harry Provstgaard, 
whose positional play 
and forays into the line 
were excellent all after¬ 
noon, scored twice and 
Joe Pat, with another 
long distance try, gave 
the Ath a 15-0 half-time 
lead. 

In the second half, Jac 
Bassett and Matthew 
Hibbert mauled very well 
and provided good ball 
for the backs. 

Cameron Lewis gave 
good service from 
scrum-half, leuan 

Thomas made some good 
breaks and Drew 
Cording ran powerfully 
at the Corsham defend¬ 
ers, causing them prob¬ 
lems and giving Nathan 
the chance to hare up the 
touchline only to be 
called back for a foot in 
touch. The score fin¬ 
ished the Ath 15, 
Corsham 0, with the 
squad playing some very 
good rugby. 


The third match was 
against Cleve, whose 
pack looked big and 
powerful. Rhys Durlucia 
and Jack Walker made 
huge holes in the 
defence, while Morgan 
Hughes, Matthew Hobby 
and Joe Grabham’s love¬ 
ly offloading gave Rhys 
Gamble an armchair ride 
at scrum-half. 

Caine Woolerton 
orchestrated some daz¬ 
zling backline moves, 
Kyle Ball weaved in and 
out of defenders, Joe 
Patterson made some 
outside breaks and the 
back three of Harry, 
Chris and Dylan Parry all 
ran well. 

A minute after half¬ 
time, the score stood at 
35-0 and the game ended 
as per festival rules, with 
a seven-try differential. 

Try scorers were 
Harry (2), Joe Patterson, 
Caine, Chris, Joe 
Grabham and Morgan. 

The penultimate pool 
game was against Bath 
whose backline had 
looked dangerous in ear¬ 
lier games; however, the 
Ath swarmed all over 
them. 

The whole squad 
played a part in this 
match and the result was 


Bridgend Athletic under-10s are 
looking smart for rugby season! 



ABOVE: Bridgend Athletic under-lOs are well set up for the new season, with sponsorship from M&C Civils 
Bridgend Ltd, MANNING Construction and Project Developments, Bridgend, general builders. 

An Athletic team spokesman said: ‘^We would like to offer a big thank you to cdl our sponsors.’^ 


the Ath 25, Bath 0. 

Try scorers were 
Caine, Morgan, Dylan 
and Rhys (2). 

The last pool match 
was against Chippenham 
who had also won their 
four games. Kyle, scor¬ 
ing his first try for the 
Ath, broke the deadlock 
while Jack and Rhys 
were still making huge 
inroads and Jac broke 
downfield to set up 
another attack. 

Joe Grabham, who 
foraged tirelessly all 
afternoon, secured the 
ball and it was Harry who 
popped up to take a pass 
and dive over for a try to 
make the final score the 
Ath 10, Chippenham 0. 

This was a fine game 
between two good sides 
and Chippenham went on 
to deservedly win the 
plate final. 

The Ath were now 
through to the cup final 
where they met the pool 
A winners, St Mary’s Old 
Boys from Bristol. 
Midway through the half, 
Caine conjured up some 
magic and danced his 
way through a host of 
defenders to touch down 
and give the Ath a slen¬ 
der 5-0 lead at half-time. 

Eventually a further 
chink appeared in the 
defence and it was 
Matthew Hobby who 
emerged from a pile of 
bodies, having scored the 
Ath’s second try. 

Thumping tackles by 
Rhys Gamble and 
Matthew Hobby typified 
the Ath’s determination 
to keep a clean sheet, but 
a St Mary’s try set up a 
tense final minute. 

A good hanging kick 
from Caine gave the Ath 
a foothold in the St 
Mary’s 22 which is 
where the game ended 
with the Ath winning the 
final 10-5. 

Congratulations to the 
whole squad who played 
some wonderful rugby 
throughout the day - 
some of the Chippenham 
committee commented 
on how well the Ath had 
played. 

It was a great day out 
and thanks to all the 
opponents and their sup¬ 
porters. Thanks to the 
Ath’s supporters and a 
big thank you to 
Keynsham for inviting us 
to their festival which 
was superbly run - hope¬ 
fully, we can return 
again. LG 
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Kenfig Hill rugby round up 

First team see 
discipline cost 
them the game 


RIGHT: Kyle Evans wrong foots the defence. 


IN the first 10 min¬ 
utes, Kenfig Hill 
had all the posses¬ 
sion in this top of 
the table clash, but 
the Glynneath 
defence withstood 
the assault. 

It was then Kenfig 
Hill’s turn to defend but 
they kept the visitors out. 
Glynneath broke the 
deadlock after 20 min¬ 
utes when a scrum close 
to the Kenfig Hill line 
saw James Varden pick 
the ball up to score, and 
this was converted by 
outside half Jack 
O’Reilly. 

Glynneath’s second 
try followed within min¬ 
utes as scrum-half James 
Pike scythed his way 
through some poor 
defence to score under 


the posts, Reilly making 
no mistake with the con¬ 
version. 

Kenfig Hill were 
awarded a penalty which 
was put over by outside- 
half Gareth Lewis, and 
The Mules continued to 
press, with back row for¬ 
ward Dai Quinn reward¬ 
ed with a well-taken try. 

A player from each 
side was then sin binned 
(prop Gavin Jenkins for 
Mules). 

Kenfig Hill’s other 
prop Gareth Edwards 
was then binned a minute 
later. This finished the 
first half with a score of 
Kenfig Hill 8 Glynneath 
14. 

Some poor defensive 
play by Kenfig Hill led to 
a Glynneath try in the 
corner by substitute 
Gareth Hill, while Lewis 
replied with a penalty for 


the home side. 

Another missed tackle 
put Kenfig Hill under 
pressure, first from a 
long run by the 
Glynneath left 



Photos by GARY CHAPPELL 


laid on him. Leyshon was outstanding 

Evans added the con- in both the tight and the 
version, and this brought loose. He was ably sup- 
wmg Kenfig Hill to within a ported, with yet another 
which led to a series of point of Glynneath, but dogged performance, by 
penalties and lineouts. sadly a moment’s indis- veteran lock Richard 
The Mules’ defence cretion, plus an addition- Underhill, 
was solid and managed al 10 yards due to talking However, it was 
to clear the danger, only to the referee, saw a flanker Dai Dent who 
to give a penalty on the penalty awarded and stood out as the man of 
halfway line which Thomas duly obliged. the match with his all- 
O’Reilly put over. This gave a final score round attacking and 

Kenfig Hill were then of Kenfig Hill 28 defensive game, and also 
awarded a penalty with Glynneath 32. crossing for two fine 

full-back Raymond The Kenfig Hill man individual tries. 

Evans taking over the of the match, chosen by There were also 
kicking duties after the referee, was full-back notable performances 
Gareth Lewis had left the Raymond Evans, with from scrum-half Ryan 
field due to injury. back row forward Dai Giles and classy full- 

The Glynneath right Quinn having an out- back Scott Hancock. 


winger Terry Venn then standing game. 



took advantage of some 
missed tackles to cross 
the line, with substitute 
Lloyd Thomas convert¬ 
ing. 

Kenfig Hill then start¬ 
ed to take control of the 
game and No 8 Derwyn 
Rees crossed the line 
after a kick and chase 
with Evans adding the 
conversion. 


The result shows that 
there is considerable 
strength in depth in the 
club these days. 

Scorers Kenfig Hill: 
Dai Dent (2 tries); Owen 
Davies (1); Owen 
Attwood (2); Gareth 
Sullivan (1); Scott 
Hancock (3 cons). 

Scrum-half Mark 


Dai Quinn on the attack. 


PENCOED 
UNDER-14S NOT 
OVERAWED BY 
OPPONENTS 


PENCOED under- 
14s welcomed local 
rivals Pontypridd 
to Felindre Road on 
Sunday. 

After all we’d heard 
about the Pontypridd 
side, the Pencoed boys 
didn’t lose heart and 
continued to drive on 
throughout the game. 

Morgan Jones was 
welcomed and he slotted 
himself in at No 10 and 
had an outstanding game 
of rugby. 

Ponty thought they 
were in for an easy 
game, but Pencoed 
shocked them with great 
defence from the for¬ 
wards and good attack¬ 
ing from the backs. 

The second half saw a 
lot of changes in the 
pack, and halfway 
through, Pontypridd 
scored their first try. 

After an injury to full¬ 
back Lewis Brennan, 
who badly dislocated his 
thumb, Callum Sparkes 
took his place and after 
another run by 
Pontypridd and some 
sloppy defending by 
Pencoed, Pontypridd 
scored their second try. 
Even with this disadvan¬ 
tage, the Pencoed boys 
kept their heads high. 

Pencoed pressured 


Pontypridd up by the 
line, but good defending 
by Pontypridd prevented 
the Pencoed boys from 
scoring. 

A scrum formed, but 
collapsed when the ref¬ 
eree blew his whistle 
and the boys fell apart to 
show another injury for 
Pencoed. 

Prop Joshua Maunder 
suffered a bad injury that 
required an ambulance 
to be called. The game 
was abandoned with 
seven minutes to play, 
but hats off to Pencoed 
who never stopped try¬ 
ing once. 

The game ended with 
a score of Pencoed 0 
Pontypridd 10. 

Squad: Jack Briggs, 
Scott Ewing, Owain 
Clarke, Josh Maunder, 
Morgan Jefferies, Aled 
Bargery, Daniel Maiden, 
James Whittaker, Chris 
Cooper, Johnathan 
Clatworthy, Jamie Dyer, 
Callum Sparkes, Lewis 
Brennan, Jordan Fox, 
Will Sellars, Liam 
Bowen, Liam Parish, 
Jacob Charles, Joseph 
Watkins, Kristen 
Morgan, Morgan Jones, 
Daniel Heiling and 
James Merchant. 

JM 


PENCOED 2ND 
VX3 

KENFIG HILL 
2ND XV 36 

Congratulations to the 
Seconds who overcame 
a plucky Pencoed outfit 
with a comfortable vic¬ 
tory away at Pencoed. 

This was a much- Jenkins was married on 
changed Mules 15 due to Saturday, and the club 
Right winger Kyle impact of a dozen or would like to wish him 
Evans then followed up so first and second team and Elizabeth all the best 
for the Mules with what j attending the for the future. GO’S 

must be a candidate for ^^edding of first team 
try of the season when he scrum-half Mark 

mesmerised most of the 

opposition as he wove The Mules decided to 
his way through, from |,[ood a few youth play- 
close on the halfway line, hooker Chris 

Without a finger being 



Tom Briggs dives for the line, Kenfig Hill leg¬ 
end Doug Evans looks on from the touchline. 


Good win for the 
Tondu under-14s 


TONDU under-14s 
travelled to 

Merthyr and scored 
first, when Ben 
Jones was released 
down the wing to go 
under the posts. 

Merthyr scored next 
when their forward 
crashed over from five 
metres. 

Tondu’s second try 
was scored by Carwyn 
Dent following strong 
running by Ben Jones, 
Scott Matthews and Sam 
Jarvis. They extended 
their lead when a cross 
kick was caught by Ben 
Jones, who crossed 
under the posts. 

Merthyr scored next 
when their forwards 
drove over from close 
range, but Tondu scored 
through Simon Mcphee 
who ran in under the 


posts. 

Tondu’s next try was 
again scored by Simon, 
who caught a cross kick 
and outpaced the 
defence to go under the 
posts. 

Simon McPhee com¬ 
pleted his hat-trick when 
he caught a wayward 
kick and ran in under the 
posts. 

Tondu’s next try was 
scored by Ben Jones 
when he Idcked ahead to 
claim the touchdown 
under the posts. 

The last Tondu try 
was scored by Simon 
McPhee following 
strong running by Lewis 
Austin. Conversions by 
Rhydian Jenkins (three); 
Harrison Evans (two) 
and Ben Jones (one). 

Einal score: Merthyr 
Tydfil 10, Tondu 52. 

EJ 


Veterans president’s 
day enjoyed at Pyle 
& Kenfig golf club 



ABOVE: (left to right) Gerry Evans, Mel Jones, Ted Punton and Peter 
Williams at the ‘President’s Day ’. 


THE club president, Ted 
Punton, club captain, Peter 
Williams and vets’ captain 
Gerry Evans, were all present 
on this very special occasion. 


points. 

After the golf there was an excellent 
meal prepared by the club catering 
staff. 

Tributes were paid to the sterling 
work carried out by Mel Jones, a long- 


The weather threatened to spoil the standing member of the club and the 
show but warm and welcoming sun- , , captain, to the 

shine was the order of the daj 

The wind, a traditional part of links , 


golf, blew to make scoring difficult. ^ f a a a f 

The player who held It tofether best kenfig has introduced new grades of 
over the 18 holes was club captain membership to encourage would-be 
Peter Williams, who had an excellent “7. splendid course at 

score of 42 points. very competitive rates. 

His position will not, however, save ^ warm welcome awaits you 
him from the handicap secretary who whether or not you have played golf 
will review his performance very care- before; view the website, pandkgolf- 
fully. club.co.uk or contact the club on 

However, he was playing as a guest 01656 783093/771613. 
of the vets and therefore ineligible for Societies are very welcome by prior 
the Galliver Cup, which was won by arrangement. 

Barry Hoey with a fine score of 38 JM 


Readers please note that Pyle & 


BRYNCETHIN MINI AND JUNIOR RUGBY ROUNDUP 


Close games as Llynfi Valley 
teams prove to be tough test 


BRYNCETHIN under-12s following some good running Final score: Maesteg Celtic 5 
played host to their backs. Bryncethin 5 

Nantvffvllon Bryncethin youngsters then Man of the match: Luke Board 

^ D f ^ * .u A io showed excellent handling skills - a super showing in both defence 
Before the game, the under-12 allow Emyr Watkins to level the and attack. 

donatX Si p^enT interval. Squad: Morgan Stevens (cap- 

rrimrirfii nnnt-F?cnn Emyr Hunnum wcnt on to scorc tain), Rhys Davies, Aaron 

PFr" tr. cir. thc sccond tty und givc Brynccthm Thomas, Billy Sinclair, Scott 

cerdTexlrlss^lirToud^^^^^^^^^ *elead. In a tenseSffair ttte result Ryall. Finlal Mullens. Jack 

and also sratitude to Debbie and ™ "^ht up until the last Thomas, Luke Board, Tobias 
^d also gratitude to Debbie and with the Celtic scoring a Hunt. Dylan Hill, Ethan Hopkins 

The team will proudly display last gasp effort to deservedly level and Geraint Richards 
his name on their shorts this sea- tbe scores. r if m Under- 8 s 

son as a fitting and lasting tribute. I'mal score: Maesteg Celtic lU ^ sunny Sunday morning 

It was back to winning ways Bryncetliin lU ^ Bryncethin under- 8 s travelled to 

this weekend, with an excellent match: Emyr Maesteg to play the Celtic. With 

result and overall team perform- Watkins for super work all around raring to go, the game 

ance against a well-drilled the pitch. started off at a flying pace with 

Nantyffyllon side. Ullder-lOs Bryncethin and Maesteg exchang- 

Bryncethin came back and lev- A mixture of under-10s and ing tries, but by the end of the 
elled the scores after being behind under-9s visited Maesteg Celtic on period it was the home team that 
twice in the game, with well- a glorious autumn morning. held a slim 6-5 advantage, 

worked tries from Jack Ladler and Marshalled by captain Morgan With changes made at the break 
Corey Rogers. The conversion Stevens, the Bryncethin boys Bryncethin took advantage with 
from Liam Morgan gave the home made a bright start. With the per- good running and support play 
team the lead for the first time at feet conditions the first try came from Mike Gillette, Morgan 
12 - 10. It was a lead they would when the ball was passed through Thomas and Thomas Bassett, and 
not relinquish. many pairs of hands for Tobias this allowed the side to stretch out 

An excellent break from Casey Hunt to score a well-worked try. a 6-11 lead. 

Sonnekus sealed the victory. The Maesteg boys responded Maesteg came back strongly in 
although the visitors pressed hard with a fine show of pace to level the third period. It was a credit to 
in the final few minutes in an the scores. Eurther tries from the Bryncethin youngsters that 
attempt to claim a share of the Ethan Hopkins and Scott Ryall they didn’t panic and further tries 
spoils. gave Bryncethin a 3 — 1 lead. from Rhys Williams, Will 

Man of the match in this fiery xhe second half started in simi- Laverick and Miles Blakeman 
encounter, was Henry Clark for t^r fashion to the first, with more meant that Bryncethin held on to 
his tireless work at the breakdown, flowing moves seeing Scott Ryall win the game. 

Final score: Bryncethin 17 cross for another try. The Final score: Maesteg Celtic 12 
Nantyffyllon 10 response from Maesteg this time Bryncethin 14. 

Squad: Liam Morgan, leuan was excellent. With further shows Men of the match: Jointly to 
Davies, Corey Rogers, Nicholas qJ pace and endeavour they scored Morgan Thomas and Will 
Morgan, Adam John, Morgan ^^ree tries to level the score at 4 - Laverick for great running, tag- 
Howells, Morgan Lake, Leon 4 ging and tries when the team 

Sylvester, Christian Jones, Aaron Bryncethin were still applying needed them. 

McIntyre, Callum Lathardy, Jacob pressure with Aaron Squad: Jake Whitefield (cap- 

Walters, Jack Ladler, Henry Clark, xhomas, Tobias Hunt and Finlay Thomas Bassett, Shaun 

Sam Harding, Casey Sonnekus Mullens' all coming close before Batchelor, Miles Blakeman, Rhys 
and Owen Jones. g^^an Hopkins regained the lead. Cawley, Mike Gillett, Ifan 

Under" 11s Maesteg replied again to level and Hunnam, Morgan Hughes, Will 

On a gloriously sunny day the then produced a fantastic defen- Laverick, Jack Jarvis, Hollie 
under-lls travelled to Maesteg sive display at the end to repel fur- Morgan, Cory Ryall, Morgan 
Celtic, who opened the scoring ther Bryncethin attacks. Thomas and Rhys Williams. RH 
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solar 


solar create the mood... 


CALL PAUL WILLIAMS 
01446 439 S06 01656 349 281 


3 BLINDS 

..... 


FOR £99 

VERTICAL^^ 


BLINDS 
SALE! 


FREE fTitasAiflnq 
FREE fitting 
FREE Q»M<es 

Ciil PM A ftu 

0800 916 6563 


50 


% 

OFF 


BUNDS ♦ SHUTTillS • AWNVIGS 


Hillarys 


30% OFF 
AUTUMN 
SPECIALS 


BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
WINDOW FILM 

@ DAYTONA 

AWNINGS 

■ window film 


"S 01446 740842 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, Paimerston Road, BARRY 


^ 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend ind. Est, BRiDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

finterest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 


Call us on 01446 439125 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• GAP Discounts 

Y ^ * Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 


Wall Moufitad NiMaMtaOtoM Speclallato • vOoM 04 ir woebolio lor OKamploo 

www.onevt8ionltd.co. uk 


SPECIAL OFFER!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied and 
Complete Installation for Only £70 

(NO HIDDEN EXTRAS!) 


VALE DIGITAL 

Ok AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES - - 

♦***»«> DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS I^HHD 

skyrsj 

All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 

Tel: Tim-0800 032 3775/07772 206399/01446 793189 anytime 
COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 
Covering all areas 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) V 


• Digital Aerials & Satellite 
Installed & Meter Tested 
for Perfect Alignment 

• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount Specialists 
»Freesat/Sl^ Installation 

& Servicing 

»Domestic & Commercial 


Local Tradesman 
From Barry 

Established Over 10 Years 
Friendly, Personal Sendee 
12 Month Guarantee 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 


Reg No: 18266277 




Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 




Free Sky-i- box 

Sign up to Sky TV with us! 


praHloB •• Bay ♦ CISO.M 


I Bay 4 NO ban lof anlMlnt ovalamara 

UOlMB OMI tfiolr Bvol tby ♦ MD 


A MFm 


ntS 8 BBTIMATIS * SAM 8 DAY SBITVICl 

/ Oommlk 4 Coffurntrclfl 
/ Okoounta f cr Oopa 
/ 24 hour 7 Da»a Sarviot 
/12 Mowia (^uaratm* J ^ 

/ dfrliu SnrOchoMor Spociaknta » a. 

/ RW a«otiltira 


S 

Is TMf NflfW InUIlK-P 

CotifwSaFOlion of Aoriil loaulltra 
CartMatf? 
f^ka Oa0cM> 

Uolng Indualry Bmckmatk AanoOk. 
Cabin and AccnaonMt 

ONinSIIMUEl 


Aerials ©© 


Digital Aerial Specialists^, 
Supplied 4 Fined 


2 S¥[S 35 STES n 

• Quaii^iod 

Engine^' V 

• I^Tiorvih ^ 

Cu3^niee onaA wo 

- Discounts lor OAP s 


01446 439 327 




Digital Aerials 




Stpp^ 

r b tr^inler ^ 

^ p ■' 

;os^T H 


? .... ..JlATEN H 


PRICE H 

RING FOR LATEST SKY OFFERS 

IT - 




Call ■uwPOW-FRS PHONE 

08081261852 


amid 




* Digital Aerials 
M ^ Repairs & Upgrades 
O ^ Affordable Prices 
^ ^ Reliable Service 
fj ^ OAP Discounts 
^ ^ Free Home Visits 


01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 




FIRST CLASS 
ARTEXING 

All patterns available, 
also coving and paper 
hanging service. 
Free estimates 
Tel: Mark 
01656 744966 
Mobile: 07788 738074 



Fit N ItUd 

• Bathroom 

• Kitchen & Carpentry 
Specialists 

CaU for a free quote 

Tel: 01446 736119 
07791 411213 


VALE BLINDSlWalesILtd 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds Efl 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 IBQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 
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B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


> GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FiniNG 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

•PAROS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obiigation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


Q Cl CO 
PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• Loft Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs • Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax; 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 


DON’T MOVE EXTEND!! 


GRABit 

PLANT HIRE LTD 
GROUND WORK, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS 
327a Vale Enterprise Centre, Hayes Road, Sully 

Design and build packages available from a small to large 
extension - Make your house a dream home. 
Driveways/ Footpaths/Patios/Garden Walls 
Insurance Repair Work - No job too big or small 
Credit/Debit Cards now accepted 
Visit our website: www.grabitplanthire.co.uk 

MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE @ £200 PER DAY +VAT 
18 ton load of inert material grab collected @£140 per load 
14 ton load of inert material grab collected @£120 per load 
1-7 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £80 per load 

+ VAT on all prices 

From repair work to complete construction. For friendly 
advice and a free quotation phone Wendy or Byron on: 

SULLY 01446 700535 

EMAIL: wendy@grab-it.org 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


R.J.T 

^ELASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

• Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 

44 Newlands Street, Barry 

Approved ^ ^ 

• Stonemason/ 
Stonework 

• Traditional Brickwork 

• Individually Styled 
Conservatories 

• Specialists In 
Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Wayne WUUams 

07974 110396 

01656 65X558 


©®CiLLl^[3!]ii©Cf“S 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 

Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 
' Fast, reliable, on-site service 
‘ Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryotol-tt* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 




DIALA 

CARPENTER 


No job too big or too small 
OVER 20 YRS EXP. 


From Door Hanging to 
Fitted Kitchens! 


07788 455656 
01446 719500 


TAngusLmng 

CcxrpmUr/Jomer 

MC carpentry ineCurCing 
FFbcfrs, ‘Windoius, “DocfTS, 
Hitchens, ^Fencing, ‘Dedcing. 
01446400977 
07818 091971 
a[ainge?(traorc[inaire@[we.co.uf 


fOI ~W If its wood- 
W S.m we're very 
R — oood^ 

CARPENTRY 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 




Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


VRLE CARPETS 

cornea, to. tfMC 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


EitapaLbllQ 

TT 




FLOORING Co. 

GOOD QUALITY CARPETS 
from £4.50 per metre 
Ideal for Rentals 

QUALITY SERVICE 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
LARGE SAMPLE RANGE 
BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME 

Carpets - Vinyls - Safety Flooring 
Wood - Laminate 

01446 739 317 
07810 866 486 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 - 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 






FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


ivfiMfoMr ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME? 

Visit our brand new showroom now 
open in Bridgend 7 days a week 



* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* IVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a weU 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 




JVOW. ' • - 

APPROVED 


It's Quality that coantsl! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
81 MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

, 0791 808 48 80, 



Service 
ryour double 
glazing from 
as little as 

^£25 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Bevelled Front Doors £499 
if ordered in October 

• Windows & Door Repairs available? days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 inc. free back door 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £4495 _ 


Our energy 
efficient 
windows and 
doors could 
save you up to 

£295.00 

off your 
fuel bills 


Order your new 
windows in 
OCTOBER and get 
FREE Vertical Blinds 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £4,500 
ALL IN 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories ordered by 
October 3 I st come with FREE 
tiling and underfloor heating 


Free argon gas windows only when 
ordered in October so order NOW! 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 812788 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Brid^nd CF3I 3HL 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


*Terms & Conditions apply ® 




1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One priee - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Proteetive Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Ray Price 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

@01656864482 


r^TEVE AIREYS |D.GULLIVER'a^ 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote. 


T_L2Z 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 
Fully qualified. 

1446 795520 
07891 768151 /' 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
§ No job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403S53 
Mobile: 07800 652608 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & tellable y 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: ede 137 @hotmail.com 


PETER u 
HOPKIN ■ 

For all your 
I nterior/Exterior ^ 
Fainting & 

Decorating ^ 

01446 770987 




PAINTING & 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 




Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 

FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 



Jigyu GARAGE 
DOOR 

WW SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


COLES 

SERVICES 

ID&R 

• UPVC Windows and 

Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 

^ STEVE " 
MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 

©hacoQOQOjy 

J 





SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
DoT, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 

( LANEWISE ^ 
DRIVING SCHOOL 

First 3 hrs from £27.00 

First 10 hrsfram £120 
Far Tatal Beginners 

01446 719555 

1 07798 501267 j 



Q 

O 

6 


Driving School Ltd 

■ Lessons from £9.50 

» Learn from 14 years of age 

■ Trailer Towing Training 
• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 
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Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

l~~l Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefTell@hotmail.co.uk 


LAING Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


Cowbridge &Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights. Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Tel 01446 792468 J 
07885347642 | 


Approved Contractor 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Fire/Burglar Alarms 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est. 1978 

Bridgend 650723 



Green Future 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Patios, Shrub Planting and 
Pruning, Ground Maintenance, Weed Control, Lawns Prepared 
and Laid, Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828 100516 
Free Quotations 


THERE’S SO MUCH MORE AT 

FOREST PRODUCTS 

All types and patterns of fencing panels, trellis, 
featheredge boards, posts and rails 
Landscaping sleepers, machined logs, lawn edging, 
gazebos, pergolas and picnic benches 
Plus a NEW RANGE of pressure treated timber planters 
Redwood decking, spindles, handrails and lighting sets 
Stone patio sets and slabs, concrete 
fence posts, gravel boards and Postmix 
Agricultural and equestrian fencing and gates 
And probably the most extensive range of purpose 
made drive-way and garden gates available 
IN FACT ALL YOU WILL NEED TO MAKE 
THE MOST OF AUTUMN IN YOUR GARDEN 

CROSSWAYS ESTATE, 
LLANTWIT MAJOR ROAD, 
COWBRIDGE CF71 7LJ 
Tel: 01446 773399 

Opening Hours Mon. - Fri. 8.00am-5.00pm 
Sat. 9.00am - 12.00 noon 

www.forest-products.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 



wvvw.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


B.R.H 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs 
24 hour Service 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

Tel. 01446 461994 
Mob. 07768 367298 





Bridce 
Kue 
Tree Services 

Spi 

'JD 




Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


N.THOMAS 


LANDSCAPES 


• Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

FOR SALE: 

SEASONED OAK LOGS 
Tel: 01446 792248 
07717 296697 


FTTaMEfl 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 




LANDSCAPES 


LAWNS 

PATIOS/PAVING 

FENCING/DECKING 


CALL TONY ON 

01446 750698 
07546 086716 


Ikt 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Free 
Estimates 


vorthmajv 


Fully 

Insured 


servicR^ 

All aspects of tree work. 

NPTC qualified, experienced. 
Efficient and professional. 

Tel. 07817 889 604 or 07973 305 588 

porthmantreeservices@hotmail.co.uk 


^Complete Garden Servicesj 

FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES ^ 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


-' 01446 

439138 
07889 
092 955 

' ** 

Cultivated Lawn & Top Soil Specialists 


I I Time now to prune/trim I 
) I shrubs and trees I 


• Water Features «& Ponds 

• Shrub Consultancy • Patios 

• Turfing • Decking 

• Fencing • Tree Felling 
www.ceejaylandscapes.co.uk 


n 

1 0 ) GARDEN & 

1 ^LANDSCAPING 
LI SERVICES 


^ ij!u- / r im [ V. . 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


RmRUR Wb 8ei4i—i Nfk, ilwKiw, 

Hoftfculhjral 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.nverlea.co.uk 

gHusqvama 


Ok A MMi* 
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Property Maintenance 


CARPENTRY • FASCIAS 
LAMINATE FLOORS 
DOORS/FENCING/DECKING 


CALL TONY ON 

01446 750698 
07546 086716 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

COMPANY 


Guttering cleaned/replaced, 
UPVC Fasciae & Soffits, 
Interior/Exterior Painting, 
Tiling, All General Home 
Improvements Undertaken 
Tel: 01446 736518 
or 07837 770792 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office)^ 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 




J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


• MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED < 


i-*; 




1. 



All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 
Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

Wall mounted WCs sinks etc 
Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
Plastering • Electrical 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Sensible rates and costs 
Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 


C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 T 
Telephone: 01446 790179 i 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bany 






ra 



INSX 

SKIP HI 

Mini, Midi & Laii^vtsu 

Delivered and Collected 
© Fully Licensed Waste Carrier (cb/jp 3897 bx) O 
Discount ONLY on hardcore skips 

WASTE COLLECTIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

■ aTel: 01446421072 BXi 





M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



Q ? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

^ It ™ Q 1446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
1^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 ^ 

I For all your plumbing and heating requirements^!^ 
All WnrL Cnnrnntppd P'riJIv Tnvrirpd 


All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 
Fast, Friendly Service. 


24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


DC'P/umififit} 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

iLaAQMi « 

0M44 *11971 
Md&i Orff 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 

or 01446 _ 

421006 215639 


Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 0568 ^ 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 




PAUL’S 


Plastering 

Services 


•All aspects of plastering 
•General Building 
Maintenance 

No job too small 

07891 107732 


Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• REMOVALS 

• DELIVERY 

• CLEARANCE 
OF ANYTHING 

Luton van with tail lift 

Tel: 07570 931487 

Keeping Wales on the move 


GUY FORD 

QmlityPkstemg 

Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


HAUL-4U 

Vans & Driver Hire 

* Light Refflovals 


‘Courier Haulage 

077535 8713* 

07980 625116 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


SAMEDAY4U 

All waste Removal 

* Gardeti/Household 

* Garages 

* Housing Association 

* Sheds/Attics 

* Stone/Rubble/Eartii 

* Sheds Dismantled 

Covering all areas 
07980 625116 
07753 58713Z 
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Silvey Roofing 


i 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 


a 


ww 

I ROI 


www.welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 


www.welshrootingo 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Covering roofs in South Woles for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Uandaw, Cawbridge CF71 7PF 

Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

01446 775145 -01656 349056 - 01443 629043 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


JairiaUrGlovirlh^^ 

' • Slating •Tiling • Lead Roofs ^ 

• Lead FabricationsA/Velding 
EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ vaUey repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


Send in your 
Birthday, 
Anniversary or 
Congratulatory 
Message. It costs 
from os little os 
£20 plus VAT. 
Call The GEM on 
01446 774484 or 
e-mail gemsoles® 
internet-today.co.uk 


<c3B[IBaigl^BaQ[}QCP®®ogiQ 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor TUing Specialist 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ^ 

(after 6pm) (anytime) certified 



Advance Notice to Members of 
Bridgend Lifesavers' Credit Union Limited 

AGM to be held on 
Wednesday January 19, 2011 at 7pm 

Pencoed Welfare Hall, Heol Y Groes, Pencoed. 
Nomination forms and further details available 
by contacting 01656 724895. 

Martin Hughes, Secretary, on behalf of Board of Directors 
(www.blscu.co.uk) 

Charity No. IPSA 1965 612c 


LOOKING FOK A 
NEW CHALLENGE? 


AUTO&tART 


EXCELLENT 
TERBITOfUES 
AVAILABLE iH 

A AROLNUD 
CARDIFF A 
BRIDGEND 





1:01543 482926 
“ iNivw.staftBiftosmBrlco.uic 


CYLCH MEITHRIN LLANILLTUD FAWR 

are recruiting for the following positions: 
Leader: Level 3 NVQ and min 2 years experience 
Assistant: Level 2 NVQ or higher desirable 

Fluent Welsh or good learner 
2.5 hours/day, term time, to be extended 
Wage: Dependent on qualifications and experience 

CLOSING DATE : 29 NOVEMBER 2010 
Please email; cylchmeithrinllanilltudfawr@gmail.com 
for further information and application form. 


The Beech 
Tree Inn 

Culverhouse Cross 

is looking to take on 

Two Apprentice 
CHEFS 

(i 7-2i years oid) 

to train under the guidance 
of our award-winning 
brigade to NVQ Level III 
standard. Superb 
opportunity to learn a 
creative, rewarding, fun-filled 
profession in a fantastic 
working environment. 
Call us today and take 
the first step to an 
exciting new career... 

Call 029 2059 3106 


FOR SALETTO LET 

West Ceffyl 

Broughton Road, 
Wick, Vale of 
Glamorgan 
£289,000/ 

£720 per 
calendar month 
Detached three 
bedroom property. 
Subject to agricultural 
occupancy condition. 
Contact: Philip Thomas of 
Herbert R Thomas LLP. 
Tel: 01446 776370. 
E-Mail: 

philipthomas @ hrt.com 


TO LET 

BRIDGEND 

Modern Industrial/ 
Storage/Workshops 
Rents from 
£150 per week 
07710 310918 



FOUND 

Colcot area of Barry 

Neutered male 
black cat 

with yellow/pale green 
eyes. Nervous but friendly 

Please telephone 
01446 412184 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawi-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


PASSMORES 

Solicitors of 
21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry CF62 8HB 

Require an 

Office Clerk/ 
Person Friday 

for general office duties 
including photocopying, 
answering telephones, 
reception, filing etc 
Full time - 5 days per week 
- National Minimum Wage 
will be applied 
Please apply in Writing 
to Ms Sally Matthews 






Puppies For Sale 

Two male liver and 
white pedigree springer 
spaniel puppies. 

Microchipped, first 
vaccinations and wormed. 

£200 each 

Please ring 01446 412098 


CAT NEEDS 
A HOME 

I am a homeless black 
short-haired male cat. 
Lovely natured. 

Can you please 
give me a home? 
Please ring 
01446 792777 



The Llantwit Major 
Branch of the Welsh 
Conservative Party 

wUl be holding a 

SURGERY 

in the Heritage Centre, 
Llantwit Major Town HaU 
from Ham to 12 noon 
Saturday 
23 October, 2010. 

If you have any local 
issues, please come along. 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULUPART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 




ADVERTISE HERE for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take advan¬ 
tage of this offer simply 
either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made payable 
to “The Glamorgan Gem” 
at The Gem, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 
must contain a residential 
land line telephone num¬ 
ber. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 

GREENHOUSE 8ft x 5ft 
(approx) - £50. Buyer col¬ 
lect. 07817 635148. (43) 
PINE KITCHEN TABLE 
and 4 chairs with cush¬ 
ions, very good condition - 
£50.01446 742560. (43) 
LARGE BOX OF CARD 
making materials, worth 
£150 sell for £50. 0446 
775477. (43) 

UPRIGHT PIANO, 

Chappell of London, clas¬ 
sic 88 note, overstrung, 
regularly tuned, well 
maintained by local expert 
- £250. Buyer collect. 
01446 736781. (43) 
PIANO Excellent condi¬ 
tion, tuned recently - 
£220. Buyer collect. 
01446 710573. (43) 
FRIGIDAIRE Fridge - £80, 
Banjo 5 string £150, 
Electric Guitar Jackson 


PS1 Performer (Red) - 
£150. 01446 775916 / 
07817 066075. (42) 
EPSON DX8451 3 IN 1 
PRINTER plus cartridges 
-£30, 01446 710172 (42) 
KITCHEN UNITS Floor, 
wall & display. Oak, break¬ 
fast bar, green worktops, 
range cooker, composite 
sink & mixer tap. Good 
condition. £400. Tel: 
01446 790313. (41) 

STAG FULL DRUM KIT 
Ideal for beginners, £50. 
Tel: 01446 719589, 07769 
290865. (41) 

20 JOSEPHINE COX 
NOVELS Excellent condi¬ 
tion £25. Tel: 01656 
768723. (41) 

JCB CHAINSAW 38cc 
40cm bar, new - still in box 
£90. 4 Pilkingson glass 
mirrors, 7’3” x 3’, suit 
gym/studio £100. Pine 3 
drawer chest with country 
mirrors £40. Tel: 01656 
789096. (40) 

BEIGE STOOL Size 18.5” 
X 13.5” X 17” approx, plus 
seat opens up £15. Tel: 
01446 746627. (40) 
MAKITA 18 VOLT COMBI 
DRILL 3 batteries, case 
charger, VGC £85. 2 
seater Ikea wooden frame 
Setee in beach with navy 
covers. £50 Tel: 07783 
703366. (43) 






2000W 

Vauxhall 

Tigra 

Red, 1 owner, fsh, 
excellent condition. 

£1,000 ono 
01446 775477,3 


Y Reg 001 

VW Passat 

Estate SE 

1800 turbo, manual, MOT-Sept 
2011, fsh, climate control, 
multi cd, 2 owners, alloy wheels, 
remote locking, excellent condi¬ 
tion and all original. 

£3,495 

07973 675452 




^^^ScrapMei^ 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £3.90 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


SUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 

barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk ^ 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk^ 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk yy 


Glamorgan 
GEM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


LIFT member 
given chance 
to ‘lift ofn 



VOLUNTARY 
organisation LIFT 
(Life Is For Today) 
is a self help group 
for those affected by 
breast cancer. 

We meet regularly to 
offer support and friend¬ 
ship for people living in 
the Vale. 

Friends and some 
members of the LIFT 
group recently attended a 
charity function in sup¬ 
port of cystic fibrosis 
research. At this event 
Venetia Sanders won first 
prize in the charity raffle; 
quite literally ‘Lift off’ in 
a light aircraft for a trip 
across the Gower and the 
Vale. 

She said: “It was an 
amazing first prize and 


many thanks to the pilot 
Andy Roberts.” Venetia 
is pictured just before 
take-off. 

The next LIFT group 
meeting won’t be quite 
so exciting but it will 
include relaxation thera¬ 
pies, in Cowbridge on 
Wednesday, November 3 
between 10am and 1pm. 

Following that, there 
will be a talk on 
Wednesday, November 
17 between 2pm and 
4pm entitled ‘Looking 
good with Sue’. 

New members are 
always welcome to 
attend. Please contact 
Hilary on 01446 749756 
or Anne on 01446 
772843 for further infor¬ 
mation. 

JB 


Council asks 
residents to try 
its website 


WEBSITES are a 
convenient way for 
residents to contact 
their local council, 
and can save coun¬ 
cils thousands of 
pounds. 

Now, the Vale 
Council is asking local 
people to try its website 
next time they want to 
request a service. 

The Leader of the 
Vale Council, Conn 
Gordon Kemp, 
explained: “Residents 
can access council serv¬ 
ices and information 24 
hours a day, seven days 
a week through our web¬ 
site. They can even 
access the website from 
a smart phone as a ver¬ 
sion of the site has been 
designed especially for 
mobile phones. 

“Local people can use 
the site to report prob¬ 
lems such as fly tipping, 
potholes and graffiti, and 
they only have to tap in 
their postcode to find the 
most relevant informa¬ 
tion for their address, 
including the latest plan¬ 
ning applications for 
their area.” 

The operational man¬ 
ager for customer rela¬ 
tions, Tony Curliss, said: 
“The website is the most 
cost effective and effi¬ 
cient way to contact the 
council. Over the com¬ 
ing weeks, we will be 
advertising the website 
to encourage local peo¬ 
ple to get on line to 
request services, report 
problems and find infor¬ 
mation. 

“I think most people 
will be surprised by the 
range of information and 
services that are now 


available on our website. 
We are committed to 
providing the highest 
standards of service 
regardless of how our 
customers contact us. 

“However, using your 
computer is cheaper than 
a phone call or making a 
visit to a council office. 
And it helps save the 
council money, and 
that’s ultimately a saving 
for the tax payer too.” 

Independent research 
has found that it costs 
councils more than £8 to 
deal with a visitor to 
council offices, more 
than £3 to deal with a 
phone call but only 39p 
to service a request 
made through a council 
website. 

The council website 
address is: www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk. 

FUN RUN 

DIABETES UK 
Cymru, Marie Curie 
Caucer Care aud St 
Johu Cymru Wales are 
askiug people to sup¬ 
port their first faucy 
dress festive fuu ruu, 
spousored by Vale 
Healthcare Ltd, aloug 
Peuarth seafrout ou 
Suuday, December 12 
to raise vital fuuds. 

Starting at 2pm next 
to the clifflop play¬ 
ground, people can 
either run or walk the 
3km (two-mile) course 
for any of the three 
charities in Christmas 
fancy dress. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, or to download an 
informationform, visit 
www.valeofglamorgan.g 
ov.uk/penarthfunrun or 
call 029 2042 6068. 
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GEM 

Family 

Notices 




T Catherine 
Blockley 


Happy Birthday 



I their partners and grandchildren. 
SIMPLY THE BEST. XXX 




WRIGHT 

Wendy Catherine 

Late of Penllyn 

Husband David and daughters Susan and Jane wish to 
express their sincere gratitude to relations and friends for 
their sympathy and support extended to them in their 
recent bereavement. Grateful thanks also to Rev Norman 
Williams for officiating at the funeral and Andrew 
Thomas, who carried out the funeral arrangements. 


THOMAS 

Suddenly on October 9 at home, 
Malcolm John, aged 65 years, 
of Tynewydd Road, Barry. 

Dearly loved husband of Erica. 

Malcolm will be sadly missed by all his family and 
friends. Resting at AG Adams & Son funeral home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, until the funeral on Monday 
October 25. Service in the chapel at 2.00pm, after¬ 
wards interment at the Natural Burial ground at 
Culverhouse Cross at 3.30pm. 

Family flowers only. If desired, donations may be 
handed to the funeral director after the funeral for 
Religious Society of Friends. 




W. A. Brown & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

College Street 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 



barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

1 lantwit-major-today.co. u k^ 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today:co.»k ^ 



Olamorgan 

Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


‘TECH-SAWY’ BARRY ISLAND PRIMARY 
PUPILS WIN PRESTIGIOUS UK AWARD 


TECH-SAVVY 
youngsters from 
Barry Island have 
beaten off competi¬ 
tion from more 
than 150 schools 
across the country 
to make the final of 
Becta’s national 
ICT Excellence 
Awards. 

The ICT Excellence 
Awards, which recog¬ 
nise and reward those 
schools that have 
shown how technology 
can be imaginatively 
used to enhance les¬ 
sons and support all 
school activities, have 


been run by Becta, the 
agency formed to 
encourage the use of 
technology in learning. 

In the face of stiff 
competition, Barry 
Island managed to 
impress the judges by 
showcasing their ideas 
and methods of incor¬ 
porating technology 
into the heart of school 
life. 

They were named 
best school for the 
whole of Wales and 
joint winner in the UK 
prize. Headteacher 
Janet Hayward and 
deputy Ty Golding 
were presented with 
their award by 


Stephen Crowne, chief 
executive of Becta. 

Niel McLean, 
Becta’s executive 
director for schools 
and families, 
explained: “This year 
we’ve been so 
impressed to see such 
inspiring and enthusi¬ 
astic use of ICT. Barry 
Island Primary has 
really invested their 
time and effort into 
putting technology at 
the core of their every¬ 
day activities. 

“This is certainly 
the way forward and 
I’m sure everyone con¬ 
nected with the school 
- teachers, learners. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBER 
TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

In accordance with The Standards Committees (Wales) 
Regulations 2001, the Council is seeking applications from 
individuals interested in becoming independent members of 
the Council's Standards Committee. Three appointments will 
be made. 

Applicants will be required to demonstrate independence and impartiality in 
assisting the Standards Committee in promoting, maintaining and improving 
ethical arrangements within the Council and Town and Community Councils. 

• Are you a good listener? 

• Are you inquisitive? 

• Can you weigh up often conflicting evidence and reach an effective 
conclusion? 

• Can you work as a team? 

• Do you have respect for others and an understanding of diverse 
ethical issues? 

• Do you have integrity and good character? 

If so, you may be just the person we are looking for to become an 
independent member of the Committee which comprises 5 independent 
members, 3 Vale of Glamorgan Councillors and a Community Council 
representative. The Standards Committee is crucial in maintaining high 
ethical standards at County Borough and Community Council levels. 

Briefly its aims are to advise, assist and guide Members in the adoption, 
monitoring, operation, enforcement and review of various local codes of 
conduct and other ethical guidance. 

You CANNOT in law be an independent member if you are: 

• a serving Member of Officer (or the spouse or civil partner of a Member 
or Officer) of the Vale of Glamorgan Council, any other County or County 
Borough Council, a Fire Authority, a National Park Authority or a 
Town/Community Council 

• a former Member or Officer of the Vale of Glamorgan Council 

• a former Member or Officer of any other County or County Borough 
Council, Fire Authority or National Park Authority until at least one year 
after ceasing to be a Councillor/Officer of that authority. 

Independent members are appointed for a period of between 4 and 6 
years and may be appointed for one further consecutive term. 

The Standards Committee is likely to meet at least four times per year 
although independent members will need to have flexibility as to 
availability since the Committee sometimes has to meet at short notice. 

A detailed knowledge of local government is not necessary although it 
would be an advantage if potential candidates were interested in matters 
relating to public life and services. 

The ability to speak Welsh may be considered by the Appointment Panel to 
be an advantage and the Panel may take into account the need to achieve 
a balance of skills, qualities and expertise on the Committee, as well as the 
need to represent the community as a whole and achieve a geographical 
spread. 

Candidates should not otherwise be disqualified (e.g. under Section 80 of 
the Local Government Act 1972). 

The posts are remunerated at a rate of £1,200 per annum and the Council 
will reimburse legitimate approved expenses. 

The Council is an equal opportunities employer and provider of services 
and welcomes applications from women, young people, disabled people 
and people from ethnic minorities. 

Any person interested in becoming an independent member should forward 
a letter of application "In Confidence" to the undersigned explaining their 
suitability for the post together with two references by no later than 12th 
November, 2010. All applications will be judged on merit. 

It is intended that interviews will take place in November 2010. Successful 
candidates will be expected to take up their appointments from mid 
December 2010 and serve, subject to termination or resignation, until 2014. 

Peter H. Evans VALE of GLAMORGAN 

Monitoring Officer 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Civic Offices 
Holton Road 
BARRY 


BRO MORGANNWG 



parents and governors 
- will all benefit from 
the rewards that tech¬ 
nology can bring, 
whether that’s through 
better monitoring of 
pupils’ progress, build¬ 
ing links with the 
home or making les¬ 


sons more exciting.” 

Janet Hayward 
added: “We’re thrilled 
to have won. It’s a fit¬ 
ting reflection of the 
dedication shown by 
our teachers and the 
enthusiastic approach 
of the pupils. We are 


absolutely committed 
to using technology in 
exciting and innovative 
ways to ensure our 
pupils progress and 
achieve their full 
potential, and, most 
importantly, enjoy 
their learning.” 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT, 1990 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG DEDDF CYNLLUNIO 
(ADEILADAU RHESTREDIG AC ARDALOEDD 
CADWRAETH) 1990 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Development in Conservation Areas 

Datblyqiad mewn Ardaloedd Cadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2010/00910/FUL 

Replacement dwelling and landscape works 
Heathcliff, Clive Crescent, Penarth 

Penarth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2010/01059/FUL 

Proposed two storey extension to rear of existing prop¬ 
erty 

42A, Clive Place, Penarth 
Penarth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2010/01061/FUL 

Side extension providing a sitting area on the ground 
floor and an extended bedroom at first floor level 
Ty Llwyd, Bridgeman Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2010/01068/FUL 

Proposed modifications to the existing vehicular access 
- works include the taking down of the existing stone 
boundary wall and rebuilding to new location 
New House, St. Hilary 

St. Hilary 


2010/01069/FUL 

Construction of replacement boundary wall incorporat¬ 
ing lighting 
The Croft, Llanmaes 

Llanmaes 

Listed Building Consent 
Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


2010/01065/LBC 
Removal of pews 

Porthkerry Road Methodist Church, Porthkerry Road, 
Barry 

Grade II 


2010/01080/LBC 

Remove external timber landing and staircase from rear 
first floor elevation. Insert painted metal Juliet balcony 
to first floor French doors. 

66, High Street, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


Development that might affect the setting of a Listed Building 

Datblygiad a allai effeithio ar amgylchedd Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2010/01081/FUL 

Remove external timber landing and staircase from rear 
first floor elevation. Insert painted metal Juliet balcony 
to first floor French doors. 

66, High Street, Cowbridge 

Affecting 66, High Street, Cowbridge, Grade II 


Full details (including plans) may be inspected during normal working hours for 
a period of 21 days in the offices of the Head of Planning and Transportation at 
the address given below, or via the Council’s Online Applications Register at 
vog.planning-register.co.uk 

Mae’r holl fanylion (gan gynnwys y cynlluniau) i’w gweld yn swyddfeydd 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y cyfeiriad ar waelod y 
dudalen) yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa, am gyfnod o 21 o ddiwrnodau. 

Cewch eu gweld hefyd ar Gofrestr Ceisiadau Ar-lein y cyngor drwy fynd i 
vog.planning-register.co.uk. 


Dated: 21 October, 2010 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Dock Office, 

Barry Docks, 

Barry 
CF63 4RT 


Dyddiedig: 21 Hydref, 2010 
Rob Thomas 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, 
Dociau’r Barri, 
Y Barri 
CF63 4RT 
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OGMORE CASTLE VINTAGE TRACTOR 
RUN BENEFITS MACMILLAN CHARITY 




PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
or www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
(telephone 01446 773225). 

ON Sunday, October 17, the first 
Ogmore Castle Vintage Tractor Run 
took place in Ogmore Village. 

The event was organised by Basil George to 
raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

A total of 30 tractors turned up at the field next 
to Ogmore Castle. The perfect, sunny weather 
added to the happy atmosphere with owners and 
onlookers mingling and chatting while the judges 
picked the winners of each of the seven classes 
entered in the event. 

The winners were: Best tractor overall - Massey 
Ferguson Model 165 - D Perrin, Bridgend; Best 
Ford - N Hyde, Sarn; Best Ferguson T.20 - R 
(Dick) Jones, Tondu; Best Massey Ferguson - A 
Williams, Pontyclun; Best David Brown - W 
Griffiths, Pencoed; Best International - T 
Hayward, Beddau; Best Allis Chalmers - M 
Handford, Groesfaen. 

In addition to the winners’ medals, all those who 
took part were presented with a commemorative 
medal. 

The tractor run was a lovely sight travelling 
from Ogmore Castle to Ogmore By Sea, 
Southerndown, St Brides Major, Ewenny and back 
to the castle. 

Everyone who took part in the event was eager 
to register for next year’s Vintage Tractor Run 
which will take place at Ogmore Castle on October 
16, 2011. 

More than £550 was raised within a few hours 
and Val Weaver and Clare Davies of Macmillan 
Cancer Support thanked Basil George for organis¬ 
ing the event. He in turn thanked all those who had 
helped to make the event such a success. 

BG 



Showcase for 
the Ewenny 
church organ 


Marathon undertaking for 
local runners in Cardiff 



ABOVE: At the Cardiff half marathon a number of runners were in the distinctive t-shirt 
of the Atlantic Hotel, and several of them are pictured above. 


Preparations are in hand 
for the Christmas fayre 

PNEWS FROM SKER WI ~| 


PARISHIONERS in 
Ewenny will be 
dusting down the 
prayer books and 
hymn sheets of 
their Victorian fore¬ 
bears for a service 
to celebrate the 
160th birthday of 
their church organ 
next week. 

A spokesperson 
explained: “The instru¬ 
ment at Ewenny Priory 
Church is one of the old¬ 
est working and regular¬ 
ly-played organs in 
Wales. It was built by 
William Sweetland in 
1850 and the service of 
Choral Evensong tonight 
will also commemorate 
the centenary of his 
death on that day in 
1910. 

The Book of Common 
Prayer of 1662 - which 
most church-going 
Victorians would have 
known by heart - will be 
used for the service and 
all the music will be that 
written before 1850. 

It will be sung by the 
St Hilary Choir with stu¬ 
dents of the Royal Welsh 


READ YOUR 

GEM ONLINE 

TODAY AT 

bridgend- 
today.co.uk 
ITS EREE! 


College of Music and 
Drama, conducted by 
Chris Mowat and 
accompanied by Sandra 
Williams. 

Organ Voluntaries will 
be played before, during 
and after the service by 
Martin Colton BA, 
BMus, MMus, FRCO, 
formerly the organist at 
Sheffield Cathedral. 

Sweetland, of Bath, 
built the organ for “the 
Gentlemen of the 
Theological College” at 
Wells for use in the 
Palace Chapel, where 
they assembled daily for 
Divine worship. It was 
moved to the Lady 
Chapel of Wells 
Cathedral in 1895, and 
then in 1999 to the 
newly-restored nave of 
Ewenny Priory Church.” 

William Sweetland 
was born at Devizes, 
Wiltshire, on September 
5, 1822, and from an 
early age showed his 
ability as a craftsman 
and musician. In 1850, 
he built the organ now in 
Ewenny Priory Church 
at the age of 28, in that 
year setting up business 
on his own in Bath. By 
the time Sweetland 
retired in 1902, he had 
built about 300 organs, 
mainly for churches and 
chapels, but also for pri¬ 
vate houses. He died a 
hundred years ago, on 
October 21, 1910 and 
was buried at Bath. 


S KER WI held 
its annual 
meeting on 
Thursday, October 
14, at St David’s 
Church Hall, 
Nottage. 

President Nina 
Charlesworth welcomed 
42 members and WI 
adviser Judith Lucas to 
the meeting. 

The president remind¬ 
ed members of future 
events. The Christmas 
fayre will be held on 
Friday, November 19, 
10.30am at Trinity 
Church Hall, Porthcawl. 


Members are hard at 
work to make this an 
enjoyable and successful 
event. 

A Christmas shopping 
visit to Bristol is planned 
for Monday, December 
6, a good day for some 
retail therapy. 

The secretary, Cynthia 
Sidey gave the annual 
report and the treasurer, 
Margaret Owen, gave 
the financial report. 

The president thanked 
the two officers in her 
address to the members. 

WI adviser Judith 


Lucas conducted the 
election of the commit¬ 
tee and Nina 
Charlesworth was again 
elected as president. 

The secretary and treas¬ 
urer were also re-elect¬ 
ed. 

A report of the coun¬ 
cil meeting held at Barry 
on Saturday, October 9, 
was given by Greta 
Owen. 

Four members attend¬ 
ed the meeting, the two 
main speakers were Ruth 
Bond, chairman of the 
NFWI and Frank 


Vickery, the Valleys 
actor and dramatist. 

Next month’s meeting 
is on Thursday, 
November 11, when 
Yvonne Gutteridge will 
give a ‘Floral 
Decoration-Hands On’ 
demonstration. 

Ladies are welcome to 
any meeting as visitors, 
to experience a friendly, 
interesting evening with 
like-minded individuals. 

For further informa¬ 
tion contact secretary 
Cynthia Sidey, telephone 
01656 786218 

Betty Griffiths 
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To receive this fantastic offer take 
this advert aiong on your next visit. 

Offer valid until 30.11.10 






Success for Wales WTF Tae Kwon Do 
at Welsh championships in Monmouth 


Mr G Eley - 49 

Spencer Drive, 

Llandough - Side and 
rear extensions and 
garage conversion. 

Mr Derek and Mrs 
Wendy Maries - Ty 
Llwyd, Bridgeman 
Road, Penarth - Side 
extension providing a 
sitting area on the 
ground floor and an 
extended bedroom at 
first floor level. 

Mr William Hopkins - 4 
Lidmore Road, Barry 
- Single storey rear 
extension (amendments 
to 2010/00814/FUL). 


Mr David Jones - 5 
West Walk, Barry - 
Single storey side 
extension for storage. 
Mr and Mrs I and K 
Evans - Ysgubor 
Goch, Llandough, Nr 
Cowbridge - Proposed 
glazed garden room 
extension to the rear of 
the dwelling. Proposed 
sliding glass door to 
cover existing front 
door to dwelling for 
weather protection. 

Mr Martin Scannell - 
Land to east of 1 
Sheepcourt Cottages, 
Bonvilston - Continued 


Under-15s rugby 
derby correction 

LAST week’s GEM featured photographs 
(by Mandy Thomas) of an under-15 
Ospreys’ Cup game between Pencoed and 
Bridgend Athletic. 

It reported that Pencoed could only field 14 play¬ 
ers, but that they had fought with great spirit against 
15 Athletic players. 

This was an incorrect assumption by the reporter, 
and we would like to make it clear that the game was 
played on a 14-a-side basis. 

PHILIP IRWIN 


Under-6 girls finalists: 
Ella and Paige. 


Under-6 hoys finalists: 
Finnian and Tomos. 


bit of a height advantage 
over her opponent so 
demonstrated great con¬ 
trol in her fight by hold¬ 
ing back on her power 
shots and still managing 
to take gold. 

Ruth May and Elbe 
May each fought against 
an older black belt oppo¬ 
nent and worked hard for 
both rounds to take silver 
medals. 

For the boys, Adam 
Mackeprang had to com¬ 
pete against his team 
mate. Jack Richards. 

Both boys worked 
incredibly hard and 
recovered well from 
injuries during the bout 
to complete a very close 
match, with Adam taking 
gold and Jack taking sil¬ 
ver. 

Ben Simpson- 

McCourt competed 
against a higher grade 
and, despite receiving an 
illegal punch to the 
throat, pushed hard to 
win his fight and take the 
gold medal. 


WITH around 200 
entries, the YMCA 
Hub was packed to 
the rafters on 
Saturday as Vale 
Karate hosted its 
latest ‘childrens 
development’ com¬ 
petition. 

Children from four to 
14 had a chance to com¬ 
pete in either aspect of 
competitive karate; kata 
and kumite. 

Arrival times were 


staggered so that no-one 
was waiting too long. 

As this was a ‘devel¬ 
opment’ event. Vale 
Karate’s squad were not 
entered. Instead, they 
helped the large number 
of experienced instruc¬ 
tors run the event. 

Chief instructor Rob 
Copeland declared him¬ 
self extremely happy 
with the outcome. 

He said: “This was an 
ideal opportunity for our 
youngsters to dip their 


toes in the water of com¬ 
petitive karate, and the 
opportunity was grasped 
by an impressive num¬ 
ber! 

“The event went off 
without a hitch, due to 
the outstanding work 
done by my team of 
instructors.” 

For information on 
Vale Karate’s classes 
visit 
www.valekarate.com or 
email 
robert@valekarate.com 


use as domestic garden. 
Mr and Mrs Cleverly - 
39 Heol Y Frenhines, 
Dinas Powys - Single 
storey conservatory. 

Mr John Guppy - Wood 
Street Post Office, 5 
Cornerswell Road, 
Penarth - Single storey 
ground floor extension. 
Mr and Mrs P Williams 
- 7 Yr Efail, Treoes - 
Provide a new master 
bedroom with ensuite at 
first floor level above 
existing garage and 
playroom. 

Arqiva - Electronic 
Communications 
Installation, St 

Lythan’s Down, 
Wenvoe - Proposed 
lawful use of the site 
for electronic commu¬ 
nications network pur¬ 
poses. 

Mr M Pearcey - Infill 
land to the east of 77 
Romilly Park Road, 
Barry - Construction of 
two new five bedroom 
detached family 

dwelling houses with 
integral double garages, 
private driveways and 
walled gardens. 


ON SUNDAY October 
10, 19 students from 
Wales WTF Tae Kwon 
Do, comprising of 
Llantwit Major and 
Llantrisant clubs, 
competed in the Welsh 
Championships in 
Monmouth leisure 
centre and all 
achieved great suc¬ 
cess. 

Among the pewee cat¬ 
egory (aged 5-8-years- 
old), four students com¬ 
peted in their first nation¬ 
al competition and all 
four students reached 
medal positions. 

William Fyfe put up a 
great fight, winning his 


first round and just 
missed out on gold in his 
second round by a point, 
achieving a silver medal. 

Oliver Jarmain fought 
tirelessly for three two- 
round fights against 
some challenging oppo¬ 
nents to win all three out¬ 
standingly well and 
claim gold. 

Bethan Gammon 
fought in two different 
weight categories, win¬ 
ning her first and taking 
gold, and just missing 
out in the second round 
of the higher weight cat¬ 
egory against a higher 
grade opponent to take 
silver. 

Lastly our youngest 
competitor, Dylan 
Morgan, who has only 
been training with us for 
a matter of weeks, 
stormed through his first 
fight to take gold and 
then also competed in a 
higher weight category, 
again against a higher 
grade opponent, and took 
silver. 

All pewees performed 
incredibly well and are 
already back in training 
for their next competi¬ 
tion. 

Our second group of 
students competed in the 
junior category and of 
the 11 students compet¬ 
ing, 7 achieved gold 
medals and four took sil¬ 
ver medals. 

For the girls, Megan 
Atkinson competed 
against two opponents, 
displaying great sports¬ 
manship against her first, 
who was reluctant to 
fight, and then working 
really hard against her 
second, who was a black 
belt, to take gold. 

Hannah Davies had a 




i J The students show 
2 their medals. 


Ben Boyd also had a 
challenging fight but 
used his skill to keep his 
opponent at legs distance 
to score some great shots 
and win the fight. 

Charlie Cook dis¬ 
played great effort 
against his opponent and 
just missed out on the 
gold to take silver. 

Finally, our older stu¬ 
dents competing in the 
junior category both put 
on great performances. 

Cameron Davies won 
what can only be 
described as a longstand¬ 
ing grudge match against 
an opponent he had 
fought several times pre¬ 
viously in a different 
style of Tae Kwon Do. 

Both boys fought 
aggressively, demon¬ 
strating their desire to be 
victorious but in the end 
Cameron used his skill to 
lay the debate to rest and 
take the gold medal. 

Ryan Mackeprang 
also demonstrated great 
skill in his match, 
employing a range of 


attacking and defensive 
styles and scoring some 
impressive headshots to 
also take the gold medal. 

Finally, our four sen¬ 
iors all put on a great 
show towards the end of 
the competition. 

Robert Cleave, the 
newest edition to the club 
and still just a white belt, 
fought hard against a 
higher grade opponent in 
his first competition to 
take a silver medal. 

Similarly, Shaun 
Jenkins and John Knight, 
who have also only been 
training with us for a few 
months, demonstrated an 
impressive use of their 
skills against more expe¬ 
rienced, higher grade 
opponents to each take 
silver medals. 

The last fight of the 
day was definitely one 
worth waiting for and 
involved an exciting dis¬ 
play of headshots and 
power shots exchanged 
between Kevin Hiscock 
and his opponent. 

The boys were very 


well matched but in the 
end Kevin took control 
of the ring to win gold. 

All competitors 
worked exceptionally 
hard in class, which 
showed on the mat as 
they all demonstrated 
great levels of fitness, 
control and skill. 

Students are all back 
in training now and have 
their sights set on the 
next national competi¬ 
tion, to be held by the 
British Tae Kwon Do 
Control Board, taking 
place next month, in 
which they will, no 
doubt, repeat their huge¬ 
ly successful perform¬ 
ances. 

For more information 
regarding Wales Tae 
Kwon Do and Llantwit 
Major Tae Kwon Do 
Club please contact the 
chief instructor, Master 
Paul Jones (V Dan) on 
01446 790082 or 07966 
171 840. 

PAUL JONES 


MEDAL 

JOY FOR 

NEW 

KARATE 

KIDS! 

Under-8s girls 
medallists: 
Lara, Maisie 
and (Georgia. 


Youngsters get a taste 
of karate competition 
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Who wants to build 
what and where in the 
Vale of Glamorgan? 
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2010 Civic 1.8i-VTEC 

50 miles, Crystal Black Pearl 
Leather Interior, Automatic 


£ 16,990 




2009 Jazz 1.4 iVTEC 

3990 nfxlee. EX. Ceruleen 
Blue MetaMic, ABS. CruiM 
Corrtrol, Prhracy Glass 


£ 12,780 


HONDA JAZZ 

2010 Jazz l.4i-YTEC ESi Shift (AUTO) cerulean blue, alloy wheels, air con. 

2010 Jazz I.4EX 500 miles (only) sat nav, HFT, parking sensors . 

2010 Jazz 1.2 Si Crystal Black, air con, alloys, 3 year service plan. 

2010 Jazz I.2S 500 miles only, cerulean blue, 8 air bags. 

2010 Jazz l.2i-YTEC 1000 miles, cool rose metallic, S,YSA . 

2010 Jazz l.2i-YTEC 150 miles, sherbert blue metallic, S YSA . 

2009 Jazz l.2i-YTEC 3,700 miles, milano red, S,YSA . 

2008 Jazz 1.4i-DSi 8,990 miles, milano red, sport, climate, air con . 

2008 Jazz 1.2i-DSi 5,783 miles, S, alabaster silver metallic, ABS model. 

2008 Jazz 1.2i-DSi 10,983 miles, vivid blue pearl, S, ABS model . 

2008 Jazz I.2S 14,000 miles, 2 years free servicing. 

2007 Jazz l.4i-DSI 18,500 miles, nighthawk black pearl, SE, air con, ABS. 

2007 Jazz l.4i-DSi 33,700 miles, vivid blue pearl, SE, 4 airbags, air con . 

2007 Jazz 1.4i-DSi 49,900 miles, sirius blue metallic, SE, 4 airbags, air con . 

2006 Jazz 1.4i-DSi 38,000 miles, sirius blue metallic, SE, 4 airbags, air con . 

2006 Jazz 1.4i-DSi 38,525 miles, nighthawk black pearl, SE, 4 airbags, air con 

2005 Jazz 1.4i-DSi 25,980 miles, sirius blue metallic, SE. 

2004 Jazz 1.4 Sport, automatic, 40,500 miles, air con. 

2003 Jazz 1.4i-DSi 46,200 miles, mint opal green metallic, SE sport, sunroof .. 

HONDA CIVIC 3 DOOR 

2010 Civic 2.0i-YTEC 500 miles, Milano red. Type R, Climate, ABS . 

2009 Civic 2.0 Type ‘R’ GT Sat Nav, 8,000 miles, silver. 

2007 Civic 1.8 Type S Yivid Blue, 29,980 miles, alloys, 2 year service plan. 

2007 Civic 1.8 Sport Silver, 23,900 miles, alloys, air con, 8 airbags. 

2005 Civic 2.0i-YTEC 66,000 miles, cosmic grey pearl, Type-R. 

2004 Civic 1.6 SE Blue, 42,000 miles, air con, 4 air bags. 

2003 Civic 1.6 SE Silver 67,000 miles, air con. 


. SOLD 

..£13,990.00 

..£11,490.00 

....£9,490.00 

....£8,990.00 

....£9,490.00 

. SOLD 

....£8,990.00 

. SOLD 

....£6,790.00 

....£7,995.00 

....£7,790.00 

....£7,590.00 

....£6,990.00 

....£6,990.00 

....£6,990.00 

. SOLD 

....£4,990.00 
. SOLD 


..£16,990.00 

..£15,990.00 

....£9,990.00 

. SOLD 

....£7,990.00 

....£4,990.00 

....£3,990.00 


HONDA CIVIC 5 DOOR 

2010 Civic l.8i-YTEC, 50 miles, crystal black pearl, ex, leather interior, automatic .£16,990.00 

2010 Civic 2.2i-CTDi 7,980 miles, alabaster silver metallic, ES, glass roof.£16,990.00 

2010 Civic 1.8 ES Milano Red, 2,100 miles, alloys, glass roof.£16,490.00 

2010 Civic l.8i-YTEC 1,161 miles, polished metal, ES, automatic .£15,990.00 

2010 Civic l.4i-YTEC 1,900 miles, alabaster silver metallic. Si, alloy wheels.£13,990.00 

2008 Civic l.4i-DSi 23,500 miles, champagne silver metallic, SE,YSA .£8,995.00 

2006 Civic 1.8 YTEC Sport, silver, 23,900 miles, alloy wheels, air con .£8,490.00 

2005 Civic 1.6 SE automatic, air con, alloys, 75,000 miles .£4,990.00 

2005 Civic 1.6 Executive, 23,600 miles, full leather ivory, air con.£6,790.00 

2004 Civic 1.6 SE Silver, 57,000 miles, air con, alloys.£5,490.00 

HONDA ACCORD 

2003 Accord Executive, automatic, with air con, alloys, leather trim .£4,990.00 

2008 Accord 2.2 i - CTDi 29,800 miles, Nighthawk Sport GT Advance4d Navi .£14,490.00 

HONDA CR-V 

2010 CR-Y 2.2 CTDi Ex-Bronze, 8,000 miles, side bars, spoiler, sat nav. SOLD 

2008 CR-Y 2.2 Ex Grey, ivory ieather, sat nav, climate.£19,990.00 

2008 CR-Y 2.2 CTDi ES Bluish Silver, 15,800 miles, alloys, climate. SOLD 

2007 CR-Y 2.2i-CTDi 17,000 miles, champagne silver metallic, EX, sat nav.£18,990.00 

2007 CR-Y 2.0i-YTEC 28,000, sparkle grey pearl, EX, automatic, sat nav.£17,990.00 

2007 CR-Y 2.2 CTDi ES Bluish Silver, 24,000 miles, alloys, climate.£16,995.00 

HONDA HYBRID 

2010 CR-Z 1.5 SPORT 50 miles. Showroom Silver, Climate Control, ABS.£16,980 

2010 Insight 1.3 IMA 5,000 miles, ES automatic, neutron blue.£14,990 

2009 Insight 1.3 IMA 6,500 miles, cerulean blue metallic, SE, automatic .£12,990.00 

2009 Insight 1.3 IMA 22,525 miles, cerulean blue metallic, ES, automatic .£11,990.00 

2002 STREAM 2.0 YTEC SE Sport 7 Seats, alloys, air con.£3,995.00 

OTHERS 

2009 MITSUBISHI Lancer 2.0 Diesel GS3 Black, 72,000 miles.£12,995.00 



BassettsHonda 


Tremains Road, Bridgend CF31 1TZ 

Call 01656 662999 

visit www.bassetts-honda.co.uk 
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Just as much drama as the real thing... 


Civilians win again in 
St Athan’s ‘Ryder Cup’ 


RYDER Cup fever 
swept RAF St Athan 
Golf Club members 
recently when they 
held one of their 
most prestigious 
events of the year - 
The Elwyn Parry 
Ryder Cup. 

Started in 1993, this is 
now an annual event with 
32 golfers representing 
the Combined Services 
and the Civilians. 

The format for the day 
was match play, with 
eight foursome games in 
the morning and 16 sin¬ 
gles in the afternoon. The 
weather was a lot kinder 
to the St Athan golfers 
than it was to the players 
at the Celtic Manor and 
the competitors managed 
to play throughout the 
day in glorious sunshine. 

Pete Morgan was elat¬ 
ed when his playing part¬ 
ner Will Morgan man¬ 
aged a hole-in-one, but it 
was not enough to win 
their match against Steve 
Bacon and Daz Smith. 

At the midway stage, 
the scoreboard showed 
four games to each team, 
which meant that the 
afternoon session would 
prove to be a battle for 
all. 

The Combined 

Services, captained by BJ 
Hawkins, played some 
outstanding golf but the 
end result of 13.5 - 10.5 
denied them victory. 

Ade Haw ki ns and his 
Civilian team were jubi¬ 
lant to retain the cup for 
the third consecutive 
year and at the evening’s 


ABOVE: Steve Bacon, Pete Morgan, Daz Smith and Will Morgan. 
presentation, on behalf of 
his players, he duly 
accepted the challenge to 
play again next year. 

RAF St Athan Golf 
Club welcomes new play¬ 
ers and visitors; a func¬ 
tion room is available for 
private hire and catering 
is available. For infor¬ 
mation, contact the club 
manager on 01446 
751043. 

CAROL MORGAN 

Mr Ryder Cup, Elwyn Parry. 


THE LATEST NEWS FROM SEA 
VIEW LADS ANGLING CLUB 


MEMBERS have been enjoy¬ 
ing some excellent results of 
late with several taking the top 
places in south Wales open 
events. 

Rays have moved in and the lads are 
making their mark with some excellent 
bags of double figure fish being land¬ 


ed. That rare special, the Codling, has 
also been making its presence known. 
Who knows, maybe we’ll even get a 
run of Whiting in the coming month! 

Bathers, suncream and sombreros 
are being packed by many members 
for the annual invasion of the Canaries 
and we look forward to hearing of their 
exploits. 


Would your business be boosted by being seen 
in more than 43,000 newspapers, from Penarth to 
Porthcawl AND online ? Email The GEM 
at gems ales @ internet-today, co. uk 


Blatchford’s blistering 
drive breaks deadlock as 
Barry earn three points 


CARDIFF 
Corinthians were 
the visitors to 
Jenner Park in a 
rearranged game 
that had originally 
been postponed a 
few weeks ago due 
to both sides’ cup 
commitments. 

A hard game was 
expected with 

Corinthians having expe¬ 
rienced players such as 
Russell Wigley, Scott 


Hillman, Chris Ashley, 
Danny Hooper and for¬ 
mer Dragons’ player 
Leon Jeanne amongst 
their ranks. 

The first half was 
dominated by the 
Corinthians with their 
short, quick passing 
game causing the 
Dragons defence to play 
at their best. 

The first chance of the 
game fell to the 
Corinthians but the shot 
was blocked and the fol- 


BARRY TOWN 1 

CARDIFF CORINTHIANS 0 


Imps under- 
15s earn win 


DINAS POWYS 
CADOXTON IMPS 
under-15s 


FOLLOWING a 
fantastic start to the 
season, including a 
recent victory at the 
home of last sea¬ 
son’s league cham¬ 
pions Llantwit 
Major A, the Imps 
faced another 
major test at the 
home of another 
title contender, 
Dinas Powys. 

Dinas were well 
organised and took the 
lead midway through the 
first half with a superb 
footballing move. 

Imps stepped up a 
gear in the second half 
and started to create 
more chances, showing 
great character and com¬ 
mitment to get back into 
the tough encounter. 

Excellent defensive 
work from Izaak Farrag, 
Gage Waller, Jo 
Robinson, Tom Dyball 
and a brilliant goalkeep¬ 
ing display from Sam 
Rees Davies ensured 
Dinas only maintained a 
slender lead and, when 
introduced to the game, 
Gareth Hodgson kept the 
back four solid. 

The work rate of the 
midfielders was highly 


commendable with great 
performances from 
Louis Burrows, Ben 
Pearce, Dan Morgan, 
Sam Beck, Kieran 
Ashton and, in particular, 
a man of the match per¬ 
formance from Kyle 
Solowyck with the two 
winning goals. One was 
a brilliant far post header 
from Ben’s pinpoint cor¬ 
ner, the other a thumping 
25-yard free kick worthy 
of winning any game. 

The front line worked 
tirelessly and superb per¬ 
formances from Jordan 
Williams and Callum 
Harding ensured Imps 
kept creating chances, 
Jordan being denied 
another fantastic header 
that rattled the crossbar 
in the closing stages. 

Kieran Thomas was 
influential from the side¬ 
line and must be com¬ 
mended for being a val¬ 
ued squad member. 

Coach Jeff Howells 
said: “We were missing 
two big players today, 
Ashley Cottle and Jacob 
Burgess, but I cannot 
give enough credit to the 
lads for their desire and 
commitment to maintain 
their unbeaten start to the 
season; the whole squad 
were outstanding.” 

RH 
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AinOSMART HAS EXCELLENT TERRITORIES AVAILABLE IN 
« AROUND CARDIFF A BRIDGEND 

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE OUR 
ADVERT IN RECRUITMENT 


low up hit wide. 

The Dragons were 
finding it difficult to get 
their passing game going 
and were too often 
caught in possession. 

It took 10 minutes 
before the Dragons man¬ 
aged a shot, but Ryan 
Jenkins snatched at the 
ball and it did not trouble 
the Corinthians’ keeper. 

The game then seemed 
to flow from one box to 
the other with no real 
chances being made by 
either side, until on 22 
minutes, a rare error by 
the Dragons’ defence 
allowed a chance for 
Corinthians. 

Dragons keeper Dan 
Bradley was up to the 
task and saved well in a 
one on one situation. 

The next chance also 
fell to the Corinthians 
when Barry Gunstone 
stepped inside a defender 
and unleashed a shot 
which cannoned off the 
crossbar and was cleared. 

The Dragons were still 
struggling to hold onto 
the ball which put unnec¬ 
essary pressure on the 
defence. 

There was little fluidi¬ 
ty to the Dragons’ play 
and it was no surprise 
that Corinthians created 
another chance, but a 
header was just wide of 
the upright. 

A couple more shots 
from Corinthians saw 
Dan Bradley save one 
while the other was wide 
of the upright. The first 
half finished with 
Corinthians on top and 
feeling unlucky that they 
were not leading. 

If the first half 
belonged to Corinthians 
then the second was defi¬ 
nitely The Dragons. 

They started the sec¬ 
ond half as if they meant 
business showing more 
aggression and starting to 
pass the ball around, 
dragging the Corinthians 
defence all over the 
place. 

Rob Blatchford started 
to use his pace and man¬ 
aged the first Dragons’ 
sh^ot for some while but 
the keeper managed to 
force it out for a corner. 

The Dragons thought 
they had taken the lead 
13 minutes into the half, 
when a cross was headed 
into the path of Zaki 
Misbah but his effort was 
ruled out for offside. 

Minutes later Misbah 
had another chance but 
the Corinthians’ keeper 
brilliantly turned the ball 


over the crossbar. 

With the Dragons 
pressing all the time 
there was the odd occa¬ 
sion when Corinthians 
broke out and they 
almost scored, but again 
Bradley came out on top 
with another great save. 

The Dragons were 
playing fast flowing foot¬ 
ball but were once again 
nearly caught out on the 
break but Bradley saved 
well from Hooper. 

The next chance fell to 
Rob Blatchford but his 
great effort went narrow¬ 
ly wide. 

The Dragons appealed 
for a penalty but both the 
referee and assistant did 
not see a Corinthians’ 
defender hook a goal 
bound shot off the line. 

Manager Gavin 
Chesterfield replaced 
Layton Maxwell and 
Ryan Jenkins with Ian 
Jones and James Saddler 
to try and win the game, 
but to be honest the game 
had 0-0 written all over 
it, with both keepers hav¬ 
ing a good game. 

However, on 77 min¬ 
utes Rob Blatchford 
came inside his marker 
and hit a blistering shot 
from fully 30 yards 
which the keeper could 
not hold and went into 
the corner of the net to 
give The Dragons the 
lead. 

Leigh Pratt then came 
on to replace Sam 
Hartrey and within min¬ 
utes got himself booked 
for a challenge - wel¬ 
come back Leigh. 

Corinthians tried to 
push forward in search of 
an equaliser and a goal¬ 
mouth scramble saw a 
deflected shot well saved 
by Bradley. The referee 
then brought proceedings 
to an end. 

This was a great game 
for spectators and a great 
advert for the standard of 
football played in 
Division One of the 
Welsh League and both 
teams should be congrat¬ 
ulated for producing such 
an entertaining game. 

Dragons: Dan 

Bradley; Geraint 

Frowen, Damon Searle, 
Dan Clare, Kirk Huggins 
(Capt.); Atif Bashir, 
Layton Maxwell (sub. 
James Saddler), Sam 
Hartrey (sub Leigh 
Pratt), Rob Blatchford; 
Zaki Misbah, Ryan 
Jenkins (sub. Ian Jones); 
Subs not used, James 
Simpson, Lewis Cosslett. 


‘Alfie’ optimistic 
about Cup chances 

CRUSADERS and Wales dual-code star 
Gareth Thomas is hoping that Wales can defy 
the odds on Saturday and beat France in the 
deciding game of the Alitalia European Cup in 
Albi and qualify for the 2011 Four Nations. 

“We’re in this competition to win and finish top of 
the pile,” he said. “The France game is so important 
to us and it’ll be massive for Wales if we win. To 
qualify for the Four Nations is a massive carrot. 

“The chance of playing against England, New 
Zealand and Australia is mouth-watering as a player 
and it’d do wonders for rugby league in Wales. 
Going there will make for a fiery encounter.” 
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FORD New Ka $nidk> 1.2 8V Duretec (69PS) 

OnTha Roed Frite 

7495 00 

Dapowt AJkowanta 

£500 00 

Amount of CrecH 

L7I9S00 

Total CKar^o For Cre4t 

£1681.40 

Toia# Amoiatc Payabla By Cuttomar 

£937440 

GMFV (Optlomi Final Faymancl 

£3133.00 

Mnaafa par Annum 

9000 

eiocaaa f^aotfa Charf# 

Ap par mla 
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par Amium 8000 

E»c«at Charfja ip par mika 
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«Mih Fori Grade ac 7 9%Ant on 1 ^aar opooaa 


Nil Deposit 
£192 Per Month. 36 Months 
Ford New Ra TRanlufn 1.2 iV Duretec (69 ps) 

On Ttia Ko«d Aica £8445.00 

Dapoah AliawarKa £50000 

Amount ctf Cradit £918500 

Ttocal For CrwOf C 19)114 

Tbeal AmoMnt Farirsbla Ojf Ctaiapmar £11144.14 

CMFV (Opem^ FM P^mtnO £18) 100 

Nli^i par Annam 9000 

Eacaaa Hlaaaa Otaria 4p par n4ka 

* On i«a road l•cloaaa caatomar daaoit atoMrarca. oHy aratdU^ 
aath Ford Crada «t 7 91U^ tfptat on 1 faar epaoaa 



£ 8,495 
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£160 Per Month. 36 Months 



Nil Deposit 
£203 Per Month. 36 Months 


£ 11,695 



Nil Deposit 
£248 Per Month. 36 Months 


FORD Narw ReeU Edf* I.2S Pberol (60PS) 


OnThaKoedence £899500 

Dapoalt Alowanca £900 00 

Amount o£ Cradle £8495 00 

Toaai Oarfa For Credit £1910.24 

Total Annount Ftfabla Bf Cuitomw £ I OSOS.24 

GHFV l O pawnW Finai F^mantJ £4241.00 

Miaajta par Annum 6000 

Eaocaaa ISiaa^a Charp 6p par iWla 
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FORD New Zetec 1.2 S 16V Duratec (82PS) 

Of The Rodd Price 

£10495 00 

Oapont Allowance 

£50000 

Amount of Credd 

£999500 

Ibed Charfa For Cred< 

£170852 

Tbta4 Amount PayaAfa By Cuttomar 
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GMFV (Opdonai Feial Paymavef 

£439100 

Mltaa^a par ^wium 
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Bxcaat Mlaafa Charifa 

6p par arala 
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FORD New ReeuTiUdiium 1.4 16V Dtameea (96PS) 

OeTha Road Prka £1219500 

Dopoec AJIowanca £)00 00 

Amount or Credit £M49500 

Ibtel Char^ For Credc £I9SI 14 

Total Amount Plie«b^ By Cuftemtr £14144 S4 

GMFV (Optional Fatal Peymanc| £4724.00 

HHaana par yVeium 9000 

Cxcaai Meaa^ Char^fa 6p par naia 

* ^ iha road aKbdaa cuuomar dapoat aHowancm. only 
aaalhblB with Ford Cradle at 7.9A^^1t typcal on J yaor 
opdofia 
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Tel: 01446 733248 


VISIT US @ www.pwmillar.co.uk 


Why choose 
FordCredit? 


• CompetRrve tinanc# options 

dooignod 1o roeot your roquiromonts (4.9% APF) 

• Simple applicatiion procoos 

with a decision usually in less than 15 mnutes 


• Fixed vilorest rains 
^or tho loan durgoioo 

• Providing Ford buyers 

with finance products in the UK snoe 1963 


pw Millards 


Port Road East, 
Barry CF62 9PZ 
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The Glamorgan 
Farmers take 
a leaf out of 
Europe’s book! 


FOLLOWING the 
excitement of 
watching the 

European team tri¬ 
umph in the Ryder 
Cup at Celtic 
Manor, much was 
expected from the 
members of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society as they 
entertained their 
farming friends 
from 
Monmouthshire in 
their annual inter 
county golf competi¬ 
tion. 

Played on the RAF St 
Athan golf course which 
everyone found in excel¬ 
lent condition, three 
points were at stake in 
each of the 10 four-ball 
matches. 

Veterans Gwyn Evans 
and David Thomas, sure¬ 
ly the oldest pair ever to 
be selected to represent 
their county in any sport, 
started the proceedings 
but were unlucky to be 
drawn against in-form 
Brian Burrell and John 
Morgan, who secured the 
three points for the visit¬ 


ing team. 

Chris Rooney and 
Trevor Wooding, normal¬ 
ly such a solid partner¬ 
ship, fared only margin¬ 
ally better when they sal¬ 
vaged just half a point in 
their match against 
Gordon Jones and 
Malcolm Francis. 

Thankfully for the 
home team, Glyn Watts- 
Jones and Bryan Owen 
were in sparkling form to 
record a 3-0 victory over 
Monmouthshire captain 
John Walker and his part¬ 
ner -John Duthie. 

Rapidly improving 
Gwyn Thomas (still ben¬ 
efiting from one-to-one 
tuition) and his partner 
Keith Gibson scored an 
impressive two and a half 
to a half victory over 
Martin Richardson and 
Mike Daniel, while Keith 
James and Tony 
McCarthy secured anoth¬ 
er two and a half points 
against John Anstey and 
Steve Waters. 

When John Davies 
and Aubrey Thomas 
returned a similar score 
against Reg Meyrick and 
Trevor Baker, the home 
team seemed well set to 
regain the inter county 
trophy which they lost 
last year when playing at 


Pontypool Golf Club. 

Keith Walker and 
Brian Jones, with their 
hard-earned two and a 
half points against 
Jonathan Davies and 
Colin Parry, put the home 
team in touching distance 
of victory, but just as the 
Americans did at Celtic 
Manor recently, the visi¬ 
tors fought back with 
devastating effect. 

Shock defeat 
for Taylor 
and Caines 

Monmouthshire’s Ken 
Davies and Martin Ley 
took the home pairing of 
Tosh Taylor and John 
Caines to the cleaners, 
while Keith Wilding and 
Neil McLean, against 
Gwyn Jones and Andy 
Hilditch, recorded anoth¬ 
er shock nil return. 

This brought the 
scores level at 13 72 each 
with just one match out 
on the course. Thankfully 
for the home team, Clive 
Edwards, playing with 
wild card selection Jim 
Hayes, supported each 
other perfectly recording 
two and a half points 
against Richard Few and 
Gwyn Thomas to take the 
home team to victory, 
winning 16 points to the 



ABOVE: Monmouthshire’s John Anstey 
follows his ball in flight. 



ABOVE: Veteran golfers David 
Thomas and Gwyn Evans. 


visitors’ 14. 

Nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were 
Glyn Watts-Jones (2), 
John Caines and Trevor 
Baker, with Gordon 
Jones hitting the longest 
drive of the day on the 
10th hole. 

John Duthie made up 
for being soundly beaten 
in his match by correctly 
guessing 31 balls would 


either be lost or out of 
bounds. 

Members are now 
looking forward to the 
monthly meeting which 
takes place at St Pierre 
golf club on Thursday, 
October 28, kindly spon¬ 
sored by Julian Kelly and 
David Harris represent¬ 
ing the NFU Mutual 
Insurance. 

TMcC 


Local trainer Evan 
lands an across 
the card double 


LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams had 
an across the card 
double last 

Wednesday. 

At Uttoxeter, his 
nine-year-old bay geld¬ 
ing Prince Massini won 
the Nicky Proctor 
Handicap Hurdle, 
beating fellow Welsh 
trainer Dai Burchell’s 
Babilu by a length, 
while at Wetherby, his 
six-year-old bay geld¬ 
ing Sweden won the 
Investic Beginners’ 
Chase by a neck from 
New Shuil. 

The former was rid¬ 
den by stable jockey 
Paul Moloney and the 
latter by Grand 
National winning jock¬ 
ey Graham Lee. 
Aberthin’s Tim 

Vaughan won the open¬ 
ing Red Square 
Juvenile Hurdle at 
Uttoxeter with his ver¬ 
satile Frame It 
(Richard Johnson) 
which won easily from 


SEND US 
YOUR SPORTS 


REPORTS! 

Email 

ggem@ internet- 
today.co.uk 
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QUALITY BRANDED PART WDRN TYRES IN STDCK 


JiQj 

13" £12.50 (4 for £40) 

14" £15 (4 for £50) 

15"/16" £17.50 (4 for £60) 
17"/18" £20 (4 for £70) 

All prices 
include fitting 
and baiancing 


OPENING HOURS: j 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM 
Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

Tel 01446 732699 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 





ivivw.w ^vanhire.co.uk 

• House Removal Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus 

Estates) 

• People Carriers " 

(VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Tippers 

• VW Transporters 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• CDW (Collision Damage 

Waiver) from £10 per day . 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Full AA Cover 

hire@wicl<vanhire.co.uk 



QW 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


ON AND OFF THE TURF with 
BRIAN LEE 


Royal Torbo. 

Cowbridge trainer 
Bryn Palling had a wel¬ 
come winner when his 
Callie’s Angel, ridden 
by Robert Winston, 
won the Tinsletown 
Maiden Auction Stakes 
for two-year-olds at 
Warwick. Callie’s 

Angel, a 7-1 shot, won 
by one-and-a-quarter 
lengths from Fennie. 

At Windsor, Kenfig 


Hill’s John Flint won 
the Join The Royal 
Windsor Racing Club 
Claiming Stakes with 
Urban Space, which 
won by three-and-three 
quarters of a length 
from Essexbridge. 
Urban Space who car¬ 
ried top weight, was an 
odds-on favourite and 
was claimed by Connor 
Done for 15,000 
guineas. 


Olivia’s award 



ABOVE: Last week^s Llantwit Major 
Surf Lifesaving Club had an incorrect 
caption. The winner of the Dafydd 
Saunders award was Olivia Insole^ 
who is pictured above. 


Under-9 football 

BARRY CELTS is looking for players for 
its under-9s team. 

Training is on Fridays (6.15pm-7.15pm) at the 
Colcot Sports Centre, Barry. 

For more details, contact Darren on 07790 
811996. 



ChipsAway 

For all your minor paintwork repairs 

Professional quality • Cost-effective & convenient 
Lifetime guarantee • Mobile • Same day service 

Services include: 

Bumper scuffs • Paintwork scratches • Minor dents 
Alloy wheels • Small accidental damage 

Vale of Glamorgan and West Cardiff 

ChipsAway Paul Jarvis 
07904 840202 

or visit www.chipsawav.co.uk 
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06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red ] 
with black mondial interior, climate control, 
aluminium trim strips, multi CD, 18” alloy I 
wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles 

.£10,995 


04 AUDI TT Coupe 3.2 V6 3-Dr Coupe] 
Quattro. In dolemite grey with grey leather I 
interior, climate control, traction control sys- [ 
tern, multi CD, BOSE sound system, only 
35,040 miles.£10,495 J 


55 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.61 16v Club (A/C) 5-Dr| 
MPV. In silver lightning with charcoal interior, I 
CD, air con, colour coded bumpers, 7 seats, I 
ISOFIX anchorage points, only 58,000 miles I 
.£5,495 ■ 


56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5- 
Dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal I 
interior, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, 
front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 


PRESTIGE 


1 57 TOYOTA Prius 1.5/Hybrid T Spirit CVT Auto in decuma grey met with full torino black leather, 

automatic air conditioning, sat nav, bluetooth telephone, reverse parking camera, cruise control, only 45,565 

miles. £10,995 

I 07 07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum 

running boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33,160 miles. £18,995 

I 06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 

climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

I 06 06 BMW X5 3.0D Sport Automatic 5-Door Station Wagon. In carbon black with black leather interi¬ 

or, communications pack, sat nav, Bluetooth phone prep, panoramic roof, front and rear parking sen¬ 
sors, only 59,800 miles. £19,995 

I 05 05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDi Special Edition Automatic 5-Dr Station Wagon. In black 

with grey suede interior, climate control, memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 41,750 miles. 

.£13,995 

I 04 04 BMW X5 3.0D Sport Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon. In titanium silver with black leather interior, 

sat nav, automatic air con, sunroof, multi cd, detachable tow bar, front and rear parking sensors, only 

59,600 miles.£15,995 

I 04 04 BMW 5 Series 530d 3.0 TD SE Automatic 4-Dr Saloon, in metallic silver with black leather interi¬ 
or, multi CD, sat nav, phone prep, traction control, cruise control, only 62,000 miles. £10,995 

I 04 04 MERCEDES Benz E-Class 2.6 E240 Avantgarde 4-Dr Automatic Saloon. In metallic black with 

half black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, electronic stability programme, CD, service his¬ 
tory, only 59,470 miles. £10,495 

I 03 03 BMW 3 Series 2.0 318Ci SE Convertible. In light yellow metallic, with full black leather interior, elec¬ 

tric heated seats with memory, cruise control, climate control, rear parking sensors, 18” Msport alloy 

wheels, only 55,615 miles. £9,495 

1 03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles. £9,495 

I 02 52 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Automatic 2-Door Coupe. In anthracite black with red/black leather interior, 

cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, climate control, traction control system, only 86,700 miles.£14,995 

I 02 02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 

interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

I 02 51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 Cl80 Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot interior, dual 

zone climate control, cruise control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 70,647 miles. £5,495 


SPORTS 


I 09 59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 

colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles.£13,995 
I 09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,995 

I 07 07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles. £11,995 

I 06 56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

I 06 56 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sport 5-Dr Sportback. In Avus silver with matrix black cloth, climate control, alloy 

wheels, CD, ISOFIX anchorage point, ABS, only 56,300 miles. £10,495 

I 06 56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tec Type-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, 

climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles. £9,495 

I 05 55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£5,995 

I 04 54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports 

interior, alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles. £5,695 

I 04 04 AUDI TT Coupe 3.2 V6 3-Dr Coupe Quattro. In dolemite grey with grey leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, traction control system, multi CD, BOSE sound system, only 35,040 miles. £10,495 

I 04 04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles. £6,995 

I 04 04 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,995 

1 53 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8T Quattro (225 bhp) in raven black met with full authentic baseball leather 

interior, heated seats, BOSE stereo upgrade, climate control, alloy wheels, trip computer, only 59,200 

miles, wind deflector and roof cover.£9,995 

I 03 53 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In dolphin grey with matrix grey/black interior, climate con¬ 
trol, CD, colour coded bumpers, alloy wheels, only 70,700 miles. £7,495 

I 03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles. £4,495 

I 02 02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8T Quattro (225bhp) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with special edition grey 

leather interior, Bose sound system, heated seats, alloy wheels, climate control, only 70,620 miles. 

.£8,995 

I 02 02 MG ZS 2.5 180. In anthracite black, with monaco ash interior with red inserts, alloy wheels, a/c, cd, 

colour coded bumpers, front fogs, alarm and immobiliser, only 62,310 miles. £1,995 

I 00 W LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-Door Saloon. In Strathcarn blue with Oakham suede/leather interior, 
multi-CD, electric heated seats, electric sunroof, air con, only 57,280 miles. £3,995 


FAMILY 


08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£8,495 

07 57 NISSAN QashOai 2.0dCi Tenka 5-dr AWD. In pearl black metallic, with full graphite leather interior, alloy 

wheels, climate control, cruise control, cd with bluetooth, heated seats, rear parking sensors, panoramic sun¬ 
roof, only 37,267 miles.£14,995 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

07 07 RENAULT Megane 1.5 dci 106 Dynamique 5-dr 6 speed estate. In mercury silver with dark car¬ 

bon interior, electric panoramic sunroof, alloy wheels, cd, colour coded bumpers, only 59,200 miles .... 

£5 995 

07 07 VAUXHaLl Vectra i.8V^ (iioPSj 5-dr Hatchback in metro blue with Duke/Elba charcoal interi¬ 
or, air con, alloy wheels, cruisecontrol, alarm, only 27.400 miles.£6,995 

06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-Dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

06 06 FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.8 TDCi Diesel 5-dr Hatchback. In black with dark interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, only 61,199 miles, quick clean screen.£6,995 

06 06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 115 5-dr Hatchback. In silver with charcoal interior, rear parking sensors, 

cd, quickclear windscreen, a/con, only 45,980 miles.£5,995 

05 55 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6i 16v Club (A/C) 5-Dr MPV. In silver lightning with charcoal interior, CD, air 

con, colour coded bumpers, 7 seats, ISOFIX anchorage points, only 58,000 miles.£5,495 

05 54 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-dr Estate. In imperial blue with grey interior, a/con, cd, electric win¬ 
dows, body coloured bumpers, only 30,700 miles.£3,495 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

04 54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles.£3,995 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

04 04 FORD Focus 1.6i 16v Zetec 5-dr Hatchback. In panther black with Saloman black interior, climate 

pack, air con and quick clear heated front screen, alloys, colour coded bumpers, only 83,060 miles. 

.£4,395 

03 03 HONDA Civic Type S 5-dr in clover green met with half leather sports seats, climate control, alloy 

wheels, rear spoiler, full Honda service history, only 36,030 miles.£4,995 

02 51 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 VVTi GLS Automatic 5-dr. In Atlantis blue metallic with hocney interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, sunroof, cd auto-changer, body coloured bumpers, only 35,590 miles.£2,995 

01 Y AUDI A4 2.0 4-dr Saloon in met silver with phoenix black interior, climate control, alarm, aloy wheels, 

colour coded bumper, full service history, only 56,300 miles.£3,995 

01 51 MERCEDES Benz A-Class 1.4 A140 Avantguard 5-dr hatchback. In red with slate grey half 

leather/cloth interior, cd, ipod connection, air con, alloy wheels, service history, only 47,790 miles. 

.£3,495 

01 Y LANDROVER Freelander 1.8 GS 3-dr hard top in Blenheim silver with smokestone interior, alarm, 
alloy wheels, air con, cd, only 68,220 miles.£2,995 

09 09 VAUXHALL 1.4 16v Design (a/c) 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In black with black interior, cd, alloy 

wheels, electric mirrors and windows, auto dipping rear view mirror, only 8,020 miles.£9,695 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue (Limited Edition) 5-Door Hatchback. In panther black with Koyoto 

blue interior, alloy wheels, air con, CD, front fog lights, electric windows, only 20,317 miles.£6,495 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,995 

06 56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v SXi+ 3-Dr Hatchback. In sapphire black with splice/leather black interi¬ 
or, alloy wheels, privacy glass, colour coded bumpers, CD, only 52,320 miles.£3,995 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa I.Oi 12v Life 3-Dr Hatchback. In purple spell with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 

power steering, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 29,820 miles.£3,495 

04 54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr Hatchback. In purple with white roof, black interior, 8 spoke 

alloy wheels, a/c, cd, front fogs, e/front windows, only 39,760 miles.£6,995 

04 53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Active 3-dr Hatchback. In ultra blue with points charcoal interior, air 

con, colour coded bumpers, CD and alloy wheels, only 62,825 miles.£3,195 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, cd, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 

03 53 NISSAN Micra 1.2 S 3-Dr Hatchback. In silver with grey interior, remote central locking, CD, colour 

coded bumpers, only 65,000 miles.£2,995 

03 03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Expression 5-dr Hatchback. In capsicum red with grey interior, CD, sun¬ 
roof, power steering, service history, only 58,105 miles.£2,995 

02 52 RENAULT Clio 1.2 QuickShift Auto in nautical blue with voile interior, remote central locking, sun¬ 
roof, colour coded bumpers, cd, only 58,800 miles.£2,495 

02 51 ALFA ROMEO 1.6 T-Spark Lusso 3-dr Hatchback in Alfa red with elegant velour interior, alloy 

wheels, air conditioning. I-pod connection, colour coded bumpers, only 79,085 miles.£2,995 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Gary Watson 
Motor Co Ltd 


Convertibles 



Choice 

from £4,995 



Choice of small hatches 

from £2,495 


Diesels 



Choice of Diesels 

from £3,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


VW EOS 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver with black leather trim, 44,000 miles, convertible.£14,995 

MERCEDES E200 Avant Garde Automatic Estate. In met silver, 28,000 miles, luxury estate.£14,995 

MERCEDES SLK 280 6 Speed. In silver with red leather trim, 49,000 mile convertible at.£14,995 

MERCEDES C220 CDi Avante Garde Estate Auto. In met silver, 65,000 miles, superb throughout.... £13,995 
PORSCHE Boxster 3.2S. In midnight blue with grey leather and navy hood, 59,000 miles, nice example at.. £10,995 

MERCEDES C220 CDi Avantgarde Automatic. In silver, 1 owner, fsh.£8,995 

CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2. Ice blue metallic, charcoal leather, 44,000 miles.. . REDUCED BY £100010 £6,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

MAZDA RX8 192PS. In black, 60,000 miles, stylish 4-dr coupe. £5,995 

JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 SE Auto. Light met blue, grey leather trim, 47,000 miles REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red with black/red half leather trim, 50,000 miles, a/c.£5,695 

SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 5-dr. Met-gold, 55,000 miles with a/c, cd, side steps . REDUCED BY £500TO £5,495 
HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0SE Auto in electric blue with black leather trim, 45,000 miles. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

BMW 520i SE Auto. In topaz blue, 67,000 miles, executive saloon at .£4,995 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles. REDUCED BY £2000 TO £4,995 

SMART Four Two Convertible 700cc Automatic passion. In silver, 22,000 miles. £30 a year road tax. . £4,695 

ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc. £3,995 

SUZUKI Jimney 02. Black/silver soft top, 51,000 miles. £3,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 5-dr (new shape) met silver, 2,200 miles.£8,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 5-dr (new shape) met blue, 500 miles only, as new.£8,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c.£8,995 

VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5-dr. In silver, 60,000 miles, alloys, a/c, c/d, etc.£6,995 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner example at only.£6,495 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi (86) Dynamic 3-dr. Met grey, 31,000 miles, £30 road tax, fantastic mpg.£6,495 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club 7 seater. Black, economical people carrier REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-Dr. In satin gold, 35,000 miles with A/C etc.£5,995 

CITROEN C4 1.6 Cool 3-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles with a/c.£5,995 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

FORD Focus 1.6LX Estate. Black, 20,146 miles, 1 owner, outstanding value . . REDUCED BY £300 TO £5,695 

VW Beetle 1.9 TDi. In light met blue, 80,000 miles with air con. REDUCED BY £300 TO £5,695 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 

FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi Zetec 5-dr. In silver, 65,000 mile diesel hatch. REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

SMART Four Two 1.0 Passion Automatic (New Model). In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, £30 road tax.£4,995 

RENAULT Clio 12 Expression 3-dr. Steel blue, 33,000 miles with a/c, c/d. . . . REDUCED BY £1000TO £4,995 

FIESTA 1.2 Studio 3-dr. In silver, 28,000 miles, 1 owner, 17” alloys.£4,995 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 5-dr. In satin silver, 40,000 miles, 1 owner with a/c, cd.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6TDCi Sport 5-Dr. In electric blue, 70,000 miles, diesel hatch.£4,995 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 HDi SE Estate 7-seater. In light met green, full panoramic roof, 70,000 miles.£4,995 

SMART FourTwo 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. Silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c.. . £4,995 

MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression New Shape 3-Dr. In met black, 47,000 miles, 1 local owner.£4,495 

AUDI A2 1.4 SE. In met-blue, 60,000 miles, stylish, economical small hatch at .£4,495 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In silver, 41,000 miles, air con, alloys etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,995 

NISSAN Primera 2.0 SX 5-dr. In silver, 62,000 mile local car at.£3,995 

RENAULT Scenic 1.5DCi Dynamic. In ice blue met., 63,000 miles, diesel at.£3,995 

FORD Focus 1.8TDCi LX 5-dr. In silver, 47,289 miles with alloys, a/c etc.£3,995 

CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SX. Met Sea Green, outstanding value MPV.£3,795 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr Automatic. In met-burgundy, 57,000 miles, alloys etc.£3,695 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.2 C2i 3-dr. Light met-blue, 1 owner, CD, e/w, c/I. REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

FORD Ka Collection. In met-black, 56,000 miles, 1 private owner with cd.£3,495 

CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SX. Met blue with grey leather, low mileage. REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SCT (New Model). In silver, 51,000 miles, low insurance.£3,295 

FIAT Punto 1.2 Sunroof Limited Edition. In ice blue metallic, 52,000 miles.£3,295 

CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SX. Silver, 44,500 miles, excellent value family car . . REDUCED BY £700 TO £2,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 4-dr. In silver with black leather trim, 68,000 miles.£2,995 

MAZDA 6 2.0 TS 4-dr. In silver, 71,000 mile local car.£2,995 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-Dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example at.£2,695 

MITSUBISHI Spacestar 1.3 Mirage 5-dr. In black, low mileage, comfortable, economical Japanese hatch . . £2,495 
VW Polo 1.9 Diesel S 5-Dr. In blue, 58,000 miles with sunroof, CD etc.£2,495 


£30 Road Tax per year 



Choice of 10 

from £2,995 



Choice 

from £5,495 


People Carrier 



Choice of MPV's 

from £2,995 


Automatics 




from £3,695 


Broad street, Q| 722600Ig| 

(Next to Barry train Station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AU. • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABIS • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE r'TWWmmmm 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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Wales continue their 
European Cup glory 
run with Ireland win 


WALES 

31 

IRELAND 

30 


A TALE OF TWO HALVES AT MARL AS... 

CIACS put 
the boot into 
Sully Sports’ 
mistakes 

LEFT: Action from the game as Sully Sports made 
the trip to Marl, only to be pipped by three points, 
losing 24-21. 


CIACS 

24 

SULLY SPORTS 

21 



WALES and France 
will go into a win- 
ner-takes-all clash 
in Albi this 
Saturday for the 
Alitalia European 
Cup, and a place in 
the 2011 Four 
Nations tournament 
to take on England, 
Australia and New 
Zealand. 

This is after Wales 
sneaked a 31-30 win 
over Ireland in a tense 
match at The Gnoll in 
Neath on Sunday. 

Both sides go into this 
week’s game with two 
wins under their belts, 
turning the concluding 
group match into an 
unofficial European Cup 
‘final’. 

It took a late field goal 
from Lee Briers to give 
the home side a seven 
point cushion going into 
the final five minutes, 
and it was a score that 
was needed as Ireland 
fought back with a final 
try, leading to a tense 
final 120 seconds. 

Wales took the lead 
on four minutes when 
Mark Lennon did well to 
catch a high bomb and 
score in the corner. 

Lee Briers could have 
scored Wales’ second 
try, but he was forced 
into touch when crossing 
the line. 


Ireland levelled on 17 
minutes when Tim 
Bergin finished off a fine 
passing move by 
grounding in the corner. 
McNally’s outstanding 
goal gave them the lead, 
and they scored again 
straight from the kick¬ 
off. Finnigan started the 
move with a fine run, 
with Matthew Fox in 
support, and McNally 
scored under the sticks 
before converting. 

Wales worked their 
way upheld and follow¬ 
ing a excellent team 
effort, Lennon scored in 
the comer for his, and 
Wales’, second. 

The home side lev¬ 
elled when Ian Webster 
was put through bril¬ 
liantly by Ross Divorty 
to go under the sticks. 
Lloyd White’s kick gave 
Wales a slender lead at 
half-time. 

Ireland regained the 
advantage six minutes 
after the interval when 
Finnigan set up Ryan 
Boyle to go over from 
close range - McNally 
converted. 

Wales came back on 
58 minutes when Rhys 
Williams scored in the 
corner after a period of 
strong Welsh pressure. 
White, who had now 


started to control the 
game with a number of 
outstanding moves, con¬ 
verted again. 

Ireland regained the 
lead when Jamie 
O’Callaghan was 

stopped in his tracks by 
Christiaan Roets, but 
Luke Ambler grounded 
and McNally converted. 

Roets was set up by 
White to score with the 
assister converting again 
and, after Gareth 
Thomas was short of the 
line, Rhys Williams was 
set up by Danny Jones to 
score what was eventual¬ 
ly the vital try. 

White missed the kick 
to leave Wales just six 
points ahead, and Briers 
looked to have made 
things safe with a drop 
goal, but Ireland weren’t 
finished as McNally 
scored and converted his 
own try on 77 minutes. 

The game was finally 
sealed with 70 seconds 
remaining on the clock 
when Ireland’s Tim 
Bergin fumbled a pass 
on the wing, giving 
Wales possession that 
they didn’t lose. 

IG 


SULLY SPORTS 
made the trip to 
Marl looking to 
build on their 
recent success, but 
came away with 
only a losing bonus 
point after throw¬ 
ing away the con¬ 
trol of the match. 

The visitors started 
well with their trade¬ 
mark ball carrying by 
the forwards, which 
throughout the first half 
ate into the CIACS’ ter¬ 
ritory. 

Sully dominated 
their opponents up front 
at the set piece to the 
point where, after being 
awarded a penalty 
under CIACS posts, the 
visitors opted for a 
scrum, and along came 
the first score by No 8 
Scott Mills from a short 
pick-up and touch 
down off the driving 
pack. 

Sports kept the 
tempo up, with the pack 
driving through the 


heart of CIACS’ 
defence, in particular 
flanker Dean Russell 
making great yards 
through broken play, 
linking well with the 
backs. 

However, the South 
Road outfit attacked 
CIACS through several 
phases but couldn’t 
capitalise by bad deci¬ 
sion making with the 
line at their mercy. 

It took a cool head of 
captain Peter Mees to 
finish off a chance by 
stepping inside his 
opponent to touchdown 
under the posts. 

Sully Sports had 
CIACS on the rack 
now, constantly upset¬ 
ting their lineout and 
scrum, starving their 
threatening backs of 
possession and pushing 
them back into their 
own half. 

It was ironic then 
that CIACS would open 
their try account when, 
just before half-time. 
Sully stole one of their 
lineouts only for the 


ball to bounce into the 
hands of the CIACS No 
8 to score unopposed. 

This was against the 
run of play, and Sully 
hit back straight from 
the kick-off, but again a 
dropped pass deprived 
the visitors of another 
score. With that the 
half-time whistle went, 
much to the relief of the 
home side who had 
been on the back foot 
throughout the first 
half. 

In the second half, 
the match changed in 
favour of the CIACS, 
who managed to get 
their running rugby 
game together, offload¬ 
ing out of the tackle and 
causing problems in the 
Sully Sports’ defence. 

The visitors then 
made some strange tac¬ 
tical changes that ren¬ 
dered their lineout inf- 
fective and went off the 
boil in the scrum too. 


The loss of shape 
also contributed to con¬ 
ceding silly penalties to 
allow the CIACS’ fly- 
half to slot home two 
penalties and a conver¬ 
sion, following a well 
worked try. 

A drop goal was 
added by CIACS to 
race into a ten point 
lead, before Sully 
Sports decided to 
regroup and put togeth¬ 
er some meaningful 
passages of play. 

The forwards started 
to fire again and, 
through some good 
hands in the midfield, 
space was created for 
winger Nathan 

Szuchnik to beat his 
man and touch down 


for a converted try. 

CIACS came back, 
but some last ditch 
defending by Sully 
Sports kept the home 
side before the final 
whistle. 

It was a great advert 
for the league and great 
viewing for the neutral, 
but Sully Sports will 
feel they threw the 
game away when they 
had total control up 
front. 

Sully Sports: L 
Booker, D Stillman, W 
Jones, P Mees (c), N 
Szuchnik, M Phillips, M 
Mees, D Stillman, J 
Newland, J Velda, M 
Angove, J Di Tomaso, 
D Russell, J Thomas, S 
Mills. Reps: I Yasin, R 
Franks, R Swinfen, P 
Miller, I Moore. 


JUSTIN 
DI TOMASO 


THE GEM IS EXPANDING 
ITS SPORTS COVERAGE. 

Send your reports, news and other items of 
interest to the editorial department at: 

ggem @internet-today. co. uk 
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GEM sport 


There are lessons 
to be learned as 
the Athletic suffer 
defeat at Narberth 


FOLLOWING last 


Bridgend Athletic 
travelled as far west 
as is possible in this 
division to take on 
high-flying 
Narberth. 


NARBERTH 

42 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 

22 


Seconds cap 
fine comeback 
with victory 


BARGOED 2nds 

25 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 


2nds 

27 


play of rugged forward attack on their first real 
play, coupled with inci- possession, an attempted 
sive back moves that miss pass in midfield 
rocked the hapless visi- was seized upon by 
tors to the core. home centre Lee 

It is very difficult to Glanville, who raced in 
The home team had win away in this league from half-way for the 
suffered their first defeat without a full strength game’s opening score, 
of the season the previ- team and the Athletic easily converted by fly- 
ous week in a local derby were missing at least half Aled Davies, 
against Whitland, and the four very influential A penalty for 
Athletic felt that there players from their start- Narberth’s off-side saw 
was something to be ing line-up, and it told. Stuart Morris slot over to 
gained from their visit. Solid drives and crisp reduce the arrears, 
having won there in the passing from the home Narberth were not pre¬ 
league last season. team stretched the pared to sit back and 

From the outset, it was Athletic’s defence to the again swung the ball 
clear that it was wrong to limit, but it held and they from one side of the 
read anything regarding eventually won a penalty, pitch to the other while 
form into the result of a allowing them to clear to making ground towards 
derby match because the their 10 metre line. the Athletic’s line. 

Otters put on a fine dis- As the Athletic tried to Eventually, they had 

too many options avail¬ 
able and fly-half Aled 
Davies showed the ball 
before taking it on him¬ 
self to plunge over near 
the posts for a try he con¬ 
verted himself. 

The Otters continued 
to dominate and put the 
Athletic defence under 
lots of pressure, despite 
great defensive work, 
particularly by the tire¬ 
less and brave Tom 
Penry-Ellis, ably sup¬ 
ported by captain Sean 
Williams and wings 
Lyndsey McCausland 
and Lance Pemberton, 
who also looked threat¬ 
ening with ball in hand. 

The home team 
stretched their lead with 
two further penalties 
before Davies made his 
first mistake and dropped 
the ball, under pressure, 
near his own 10 metre 
line. The ever-alert Rob 
Coles hacked the ball 
over the line and showed 
great speed to win the 
race for the touchdown, 
which Morris again con¬ 
verted to give the 
Athletic a glimmer of 
hope as half-time 
arrived. 

Narberth were back on 
the attack immediately as 
the restart was not 
claimed, but a dropped 
pass by the visitors 
allowed Stuart Morris to 
kick ahead and Sean 
Williams was outfoxed 
by Narberth full-back 
Roger Davies, who sent a 
long kick into the 
Athletic half only for 
Rhys Jones to return it to 
half way. 

The lineout fell to 
Narberth, whose open- 
side flanker surged away 
to find his full-back in 
support. Davies burst 
clear, chipped Jones and 
regathered for an out- 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic 2nds trav¬ 
elled to Bargoed for 
this away fixture in 
the WRU second 
team league. 


Cole converted. 

The match was now 
end-to-end stuff as both 
sides looked for the 
breakthrough and gain 
victory. The Athletic 
seemed to be finishing 


They had a rude stronger and No 8 Sean 
awakening when, after Derrick and wing Jon 


two minutes, Bargoed’s 
No 8, Dai Eortune 


Nation finished off fine 
moves to level the 


stormed down the touch- scores. 


line, avoiding tackles, to 
score an unconverted try. 


However, Gary Jones 
then broke through the 


Athletic outside-half Ath defence to make it 
Tom Coles then kicked a 25-20 to Bargoed. 
penalty to close the gap. In the dying minutes, 
Bargoed were domi- the Athletic constantly 
nating the first half, pressed the Bargoed line, 
resulting in tries by and though a succession 
Owen Dare, Gerald West of desperate infringe- 
and Eortune. Luckily for ments by the home side 
the Athletic, all conver- prevented the Ath score, 
sions failed and Bargoed the sin binning of 
took a 20-3 lead at the Eortune, who up to this 
break. point was probably 

The Ath needed to Bargoed’s man of the 
score first to get back match, was key. 
into the game but spent The Athletic took 
the opening minutes of advantage and moving 
the half desperately the ball out wide, Jon 
defending their line. The Nation sped through a 
half-time three-quarter gap in the defence to 
positional changes, com- score under the posts and 
bined with two substitu- Cole added the extras, 
tions, seemed to do the Erom the restart, the 
trick as they withstood ball was collected clean- 


the pressure. 
Athletic 


wing, 


ly by the Ath and kicked 
dead to round off an 


Richard Eussell, then incredible comeback 
found himself clear and with a 27-25 victory; No 


embarked on a weaving 
run from his own half for Athletic 
an inspirational score match, 
near the posts which 


Derrick was 
man of 


the 

the 


RH 


standing individual try. 

Bridgend Athletic 
again tried manfully to 
turn the tables with 
young front rowers 
Nathan Holman and Rod 
Apsee working hard, and 
No 8 Dan Apsee trying 
every trick in his 
attempts to break the 
home side’s stranglehold 
on the match. 

However, there were 
too many mistakes to be 
able to sustain any pres¬ 
sure and Narberth’s No 7 
and destroyer-in-chief 
had a field day at the 
breakdown. 

A poor kick out of 
defence allowed 

Narberth the opportunity 
to again pressurize the 
Bridgend line and once 
again fly-half Davies 
nipped over for a try he 
converted himself. 

At last a period of sus¬ 
tained Athletic pressure 
forced a penalty that 
livewire scrum-half Aled 
Thomas tapped quickly 
and outsprinted the 
defence for a try that 
Morris converted. 

There was not to be 
any great comeback, 
though, as Aled Davies 
sent over a drop goal to 
take his match tally to 25 
before he left the field. 

Another Athletic 
attack was broken up 
when the referee 
penalised them baffling- 
ly for all concerned, and 
this allowed Narberth to 
break out and saw the 
right wing race over for a 
try that Roger Davies 
converted. 

There was nothing left 
for the Ath but to fight to 
salvage some pride by 
scoring a third try, as 
Pemberton ran well to 
find Penry-Ellis in sup¬ 
port. 

The lock got the ball 
free to McCausland, who 
offloaded to Coles to 
score his second of the 
game. 

There were no more 
points of note as the 
game closed to a 
resounding victory for 
Narberth. 

The Athletic players 
and coaches need to take 
on board the lessons of 
this and other matches 
this season. The ball is a 
precious commodity and 
must be looked after, 
while tackles have to be 
made strongly and with 
commitment and fast 
ruck ball is the key to 
unlocking defences. 

MD 



The boys with their caps. (James Whittaker was unfortunately not present). 


PENCOED RUGBY 
BOYS ARE CAPPED! 

COACHES and parents would like to congratulate Morgan Jefferies, Jack Briggs, 
Scott Ewing, Chris Cooper, Daniel Maiden, Alex King and James Whittaker for 
receiving their Bridgend County District Rughy caps. 

The boys were presented with the caps by Steve Tandy, a former Ospreys player and currently player 
coach of Bridgend Ravens. 


Will from Bridgend is 
top 18 -year-old quickie! 


A YOUNG 
Bridgend cricketer 
has been crowned 
the best under-18 
bowler in the UK at 
a special competi¬ 
tion at Lords. 

Last Saturday 

(October 16), Will 
.Johnson from Bridgend, 
who plays for the Vale 
Cricket Club at 
Comtown, overcame an 
elite group of finalists, 
having qualified from 
thousands of hopefuls, to 
win the boys under-18 
category in the NatWest 
Pro Bowling final at 
Lords. 

The competition seeks 
out the most talented 
bowlers from around the 
country by using cutting 
edge technology to meas¬ 
ure the speed and accura¬ 
cy of their bowling. 

The final was held at 
Lords and Will was able 
to draw inspiration from 
England fast bowlers 
Stuart Broad, Steve Einn 
and Katherine Brunt, 
who were all on hand to 
provide tips. 

The competitors were 
also given a once-in-a 
lifetime opportunity to 
bowl at former England 
captain and world class 
batsman, Michael 

Vaughan. 

The NatWest Pro 
Bowling competition 
toured the country this 
summer as part of the 
NatWest Series against 
Australia, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan, and every¬ 
one attending the match¬ 
es had an opportunity to 
take part. 

Einalists were each 
given three balls to 
record their best delivery, 
measured by accuracy 
and pace using NatWest’s 
new sensor mat technolo¬ 
gy, positioned inside 
inflatable nets. 



Family fun... 

^ Bridgend 

I GOLF 

^ Complex 


Induction or 
improvement 

£15 PER 
LESSON 

£42.50 lor 3 
£80.00 for 6 


ABOVE: Will Johnson wth England players Stuart Broad (left), Steve 
Einn and Katherine Brunt. 

The most successful 
bowlers from each age 
category were then invit¬ 
ed to the final at Lords to 
compete for the national 
title. 

Will was the worthy 
winner of a hotly-con¬ 
tested boys under-18 cat¬ 
egory, as he triumphed in 
a high quality final that 
saw very high scores for 
speed and accuracy 
across the board. 

He said: “To win the 
Pro Bowling final is 
amazing, and it’s fantas¬ 
tic to be considered the 
best bowler in England, 
in my age category, any¬ 
way! 

“I had such a great day 
at Lords and it was 
incredible to meet the 
England players.” 

This year marks 
NatWest’s 30th season 
supporting cricket, and 
the company also spon¬ 
sors the NatWest under- 
15 National Club 
Championship, the 
NatWest Outstanding 
Service to Cricket 
Awards (OSCAs) and the 
ECB’s NatWest 

CricketEorce scheme. 


^ Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & May 

^ AII-weaHier flood light 
driving range 
>■ All equipment 
available for hire 
>■ Professional l^ition 


Chtmpionship tan? ' 
Get involved! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 







































